SALVATION IS OF THE JEWS
John 4:3-22

The encounter between Christ and the Samaritan woman brought this special revelation. The Gentiles were prone to discounting the advantage of the Jew, discard their relevance to the experience of salvation. Paul the apostle had to assert that in every way the Jews offered the Gentiles advantages (Romans 3:1,2; 9:4,5; 11:11,17-25).

Christ emphatically declared here that “Salvation is of the Jews” (John 4:22) and this is so for many reasons:

1. The revelation of God’s salvation came through the Jews as they received God’s oracles for mankind (Romans 3:1,3; 9:4,5)..

2. The roots of the glorious Saviour was firmly entrenched in Jewish soil – His parents were Jewish, His upbringing was Jewish, He was crucified as a Jew, etc. Calvary was essentially Jewish.

3. Salvation was an opportunity that came out to the Gentiles because of Jewish rejection of the Messiah and their severance from the choice olive (Romans 11:11,17-25; Matthew 23:37-39; Acts 13:42-49; 14:2,27; 15:3; 18:5,6; 28:28,29).

4. The salvation of the Gentiles was to serve as a provocation for the Jews to return to their privileged position. We are saved so as to be signposts to reconciliation for the Jews (Romans 11:11; 10:19; Deuteronomy 32:21; Exodus 19:5,6; 1 Peter 2:9,10).

From whatever angle we view it, we need to be eternally grateful to the Jews, indeed salvation is of the Jews.
REVELATION OF GOD’S SALVATION
Romans 9:4,5; 3:1,2; John 5:39; Acts 7:38,53; Galatians 3:19; 2 Peter 1:10-12,21; Hebrews 1:1,2; Numbers 21:4-9; John 3:13-15
The revelation of God’s salvation as recorded in the scriptures came through the Jews. The salvation predicted by the prophets was to come through the Messiah of the Jews.
The adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the Law, the service of God and the promises of redemption belong to the Jews (Romans 9:4,5). The oracles of God through which we understand the doctrine of salvation were committed to the Jews (Romans 3:1,2).
ROOTS OF THE GLORIOUS SAVIOUR
Micah 5:2; Matthew 1:1,17; 2:1-6; 13:55,56; Luke 2:1-7,39-51; 4:16-22; 20:41-44; John 7:42; 19:15,19-22; 4:41,42.
Christ the Saviour of the world came through the Jews. He was every wit Jewish (Romans 9:5). He was born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:1-6; Luke 2:1-7), grew up in Nazareth (Luke 2:39-51; 4:16-22; Matthew 13:55,56). He was born of Jewish parents from the lineage of David. He was called the son of David (Mark 10:46-52; Matthew 1:1,17; Luke 20:41-44; John 7:42).
Pilate called Him the King of the Jews in recognition of His Jewishness and authority but the Samaritans called Him the Saviour of the world in recognition of His purposeful life and universal relevance (John 19:15,19-22; 4:41,42).

Christ came as the consolation and glory of Israel (Luke 2:25,32). However beyond this He was to be the light to lighten the Gentiles and God’s salvation to mankind (Luke 2:32,30).
RESULT OF THEIR GREAT SEVERANCE
Romans 11:11,17-25; 10:19; Deuteronomy 32:21; Exodus 19:5,6; 1 Peter 2:9,10; Acts 13:42-49; 18:5,6
Israel was God’s choice olive. However because of their unbelief and rebellion, God broke off the branches of the natural, choice olive and grafted into the stem the branches of the wild olive as replacement. The roots of the natural, choice olive now supports the branches of the wild olive (Romans 11:17-25).

The severance of the Jews paved the way for the reconciliation of Gentile sinners. The Gentiles who were previously wild olive had the opportunity of being grafted into the true olive. The rejection of the Jews became the acceptance of the Gentiles. The Jews stumbled and thereby paved the way for the salvation of the Gentiles (Romans 11:11; 10:19; Deuteronomy 32:21; Exodus 19:5,6; 1 Peter 2:9,10).
RECONCILIATION OF GENTILE SINNERS
Romans 11:11,17-25; Matthew 23:37-39; Acts 13:42-49; 14:2,27; 15:3; 18:5,6; 28:28,29; 1 Peter 2:9,10.
The stumbling and fall of the Jews was not in itself the reason for the salvation of the Gentiles for God has earlier decided that the Gentiles will be saved (Genesis 12:1-3; Romans 4; Galatians 6:8-10). The unbelief of Israel could not translate into faith in the Gentiles just as darkness cannot translate into light.
However the rejection of the gospel by the Jews accelerated the salvation of the Gentiles (Acts 13:42-49; 18:5,6; 28:28,29).

God now used the accelerated salvation and blessing of the Gentiles as a means to provoke the Jews to seek after and claim again their rightful place as the natural branch of the choice olive (Romans 11:11; 10:19; Deuteronomy 32:21; Exodus 19:5,6; 1 Peter 2:9,10).
