STRIVE TO ENTER IN 

Luke 13:23-30

Many people have a false perception of salvation and they usually think that salvation is like a toy that can be assembled and dismantled at random and will. Their perception of God’s grace is a cheap commodity available in abundance and can be had at no price. God’s grace is free but not cheap. Salvation is free but there is a price to pay. 

Salvation involves divine-human partnership. Christ has died at Calvary but we must invite Him into our hearts for His work of atonement to be effected in our lives. The door of mercy is open today but we must strive to enter in. God cannot repent for us, He cannot forsake our sins for us. We must do that ourselves. Repentance is not a mystical feeling, it is a moral decision to forsake sin and confess our sins to God. 

The Spirit of God will not always strive with man, it is our responsibility to press into the kingdom ere the door of mercy closes. Strive to enter in.

THE REALITY OF SALVATION Luke 13:23,24 

Matthew 7:5,13,14; 22:14; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9,10; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Mark 1:15; 1 Peter 3:20; Revelation 3:4.

Salvation ought to be the major concern of every man living in the world today. But sadly enough, it is not the case. The perplexity of the ordinary people coupled with the confusion of many theologians as to the nature of salvation and the number of those who will be saved should increase that concern in the hearts of those who are serious about the destiny of their souls. 

Are there few that will be saved? It was a noble question directed at Him who is most qualified to answer the question. The question was general, the answer was specific and particular. Christ was not concerned about giving out the number of those to be saved but about the destiny of the person asking the question. Very pointedly Christ told him to strive to enter in. Many will desire to be saved but will not be able. The strait and narrow gate of the kingdom will not allow the unserious, sinful multitude to pass. 

God’s desire, plan and purpose is for many to be saved (2 Peter 3:9; 1 Timothy 2:1-4) but the reality of salvation is that only few will be saved. All the more reason why we should strive to enter in while the door of mercy is still open.

THE REVELATION OF THE SAVIOUR Luke 13:25-29 

Psalm 32:6; 69:13; 95:7; Hebrews 3:7-11,15; 4:7; Isaiah 49:8; 55:6,7; 2 Corinthians 6:2; Hosea 8:14; Revelation 3:20; John 12:35; Ecclesiastes 12:1.

The revelation that the Saviour was giving is that today the door of mercy, pardon and forgiveness is open but it will not always be open. The time is coming when the door will be shut and that forever. Walk in the light while you have the light with you. Pray through to salvation while Christ’s blood flows at calvary. Seek God today when He can still be found. Repent and be saved today when the evil day has not come when you will say I have no pleasure in salvation (Ecclesiastes 12:1). 

Social and religious interaction with Christ was the bane of the multitude. Not that these were bad for they are good in themselves but they allowed these things to breed familiarity and contempt. They allowed these to cloud their eyes from the necessity of repentance. How many there are who are so engrossed in social activities (even in the church!) that they neglect the welfare of their souls? How many there are who use religious activities as a sort of cover-up and compensation for their sins. God will not accept such sinful service. How many there are who have forsaken God like Israel but they are still building temples! (Hosea 8:14).

THE RESOLUTION OF THE SAVED Luke 13:30 

Psalm 75:7; 147:6; Mark 10:31; Luke 1:52; 16:25; 1 Thessalonians 5:21,22; Revelation 3:11; 2 Timothy 2:3-5; Matthew 10:22.

Knowing all these, what manner of men ought we to be in all manner of life and conversation? The last will become first, the first will become last. We should be resolved to keep our salvation at all cost so that this scripture will not be fulfilled on us. Are you saved, keep saved. Work out your salvation with fear and trembling. Are you first, in the frontline of God’s army, winning souls for Christ, pulling down strongholds of the devil, establishing righteousness on earth? Never degenerate to be the last. Don’t allow any sin to rob you of your place, position and power in Christ. 

Only those who endure to the end will be saved. Christianity is not a sprint, it is a marathon. Endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. Let no man take away your crown. Remain first to the very end.
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