SEEING AND ENTERING THE KINGDOM

John 3:1-8

The kingdom of God is not meat and drink but righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost (Romans 14:17). So many people think they can enter the kingdom by playing church, singing worship songs that seem to lift and elevate the soul into a different mood and platform.

However the Lord Jesus Christ has given us the only acceptable and workable way of seeing and entering the kingdom – being born again. No other way will ever be invented. Every other way is false and will not achieve that aim and end.

PERCEPTION OF THE KINGDOM

John 3:3,5; Isaiah 6:9,10; Matthew 13:14,15; Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10; John 12:39,40; Acts 28:26,27; Romans 11:8

“Except a man be born again, he cannot SEE the kingdom of God” (John 3:3).

“Except a man be born again, he cannot ENTER into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).

We cannot possess that which we do not know exists. Entering the kingdom starts with knowing that such a kingdom exists. Entering the kingdom starts with seeing the kingdom in reality for what it is.

The Greek word used for SEE in John 3:3 is the word “eidon” – which means to see. It is not so much the mere act of looking but the actual perception of the kingdom and its realities.

It is possible to see and not perceive (Isaiah 6:9,10; Matthew 13:14,15; Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10; John 12:39,40; Acts 28:26,27; Romans 11:8). Just as real hearing goes beyond the physical act of hearing sounds to the realm of heart understanding of what has been heard, so also real seeing goes beyond the physical act of looking to the realm of perceiving ideas, etc.

PASSAGE INTO THE KINGDOM

John 3:5; 10:1,9; Matthew 13:44,45; Romans 3:23; 6:23; 10:9-13; Mark 1:15; Galatians 5:19-21; Acts 17:30.

“Except a man be born again, he cannot ENTER into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).

Entry into the kingdom follows the perception of the kingdom. When you perceive the glorious and eternal realities of the kingdom, you will never want to stay one extra day outside the kingdom.

The kingdom is like a pearl of great price that you will want to sell all your possession to buy it or like a hidden treasure in the field that no amount will be too much to spend to acquire the field (Matthew 13:44,45).

There are many ways into a house. One can enter secretly through the window like a thief or through the door like a legal occupant (John 10:1). Some people are trying to climb into the kingdom through some other way:

(1) The way of religion and religious rites

Religion is essentially man trying to do his best to please God. All that cannot save. It is not what we can do but what Christ has DONE. It is finished (John 19:30). The work of redemption is accomplished! Come in and enjoy the provision of salvation.

Pilgrimage to “holy” lands, water baptism, the Lord’s supper, penance, alms giving, etc. are religious rites some of which may be good in themselves but they cannot save. 

(2) The way of commandment keeping and moral living

The Law of Moses is good but it cannot save (Galatians 2:16; Romans 3:20,28). It is our school master with the purpose of bringing us to Christ (Galatians 3:24,25). 

Under God’s microscope, all our self-righteousnesses are like filthy rags before God (Isaiah 64:6; Proverbs 30:12).

There is only one way to ENTER into the kingdom – through the new birth (John 3:5). Christ is the DOOR into the kingdom (John 10:9). Except you pass through the door, you are not legally in the kingdom.

PRESSING INTO THE KINGDOM

Luke 16:16; 13:24; Matthew 11:12,13; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7,8; 3:12; Ephesians 6:12; Acts 14:22.

Many people see the kingdom but do not eventually enter into the kingdom because they are not ready to do what it takes to enter into the kingdom.

The flesh will rebel against entering into the kingdom because it does not want to shed its mountain of worldliness and indulgence (Romans 13:14). Old sinful friends (girl friends, boy friends, sin partners, etc.) will fight against our entering into the kingdom because of the loss they will sustain (1 Peter 4:2-4). The devil will also fight against our entering into the kingdom because he does not want to loose a valuable client and candidate for hell fire (Matthew 12:43-45).

If we are ever going to enter into the kingdom, we have to make a FIRM decision and follow through. We have to fight the good fight of faith in order to lay hold on eternal life (1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7,8). We have to wrestle against hindering principalities and powers (Ephesians 6:12). We have to strive to enter in (Luke 13:24). We have to press in and force our way through (Luke 16:16). We have to take the kingdom by force (Matthew 11:12,13). We must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God (Acts 14:22; 2 Timothy 3:12; Matthew 5:10-12; John 16:33).

PROMISE OF THE KING

John 6:37; Matthew 11:28; 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20; 2 Peter 3:9; 2 Timothy 2:5; Revelation 3:20; Acts 4:12; 17:30.

There is no kingdom without a king. Whether the kingdom is enjoyable or otherwise is dependent on the attitude and policies of the king.

If we desire too see the kingdom and after perceiving the kingdom, if we decide to enter into the kingdom, the King is well disposed to accept us:

“All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37).

“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).

Christ receives sinful men and women (Luke 15:1,2). He is not willing that any of us perish (2 Peter 3:9). He came so that He might be the mediator between God and man (2 Timothy 2:5). There is no salvation in any other (Acts 4:12). The times of ignorance God has decided to overlook but He is calling all to repentance today (Acts 17:30). We are saved through Christ or we are lost forever. There is no other alternative.

