SALVATION AND WORKS

Christendom is highly polarised as to the exact nature of the relationship between salvation and works. Some exclude works completely and some marry salvation with works in an inseparable fashion. However the balanced view of the scriptures takes into consideration the kind of works and the position of the person in relation to the salvation experience.

Before salvation, the works of the sinner whether “good” or “bad” are collectively referred to as dead works and they are of no value or consequence in God’s reckoning. The only thing good for these dead works is to throw them away, repent of them. The repentant, penitent sinner comes to God without the dead works of his hands that can never procure salvation. He comes crying “God be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13).

Salvation is by grace, received by faith, provided in the blood. It is all God’s work. Christ died at Calvary to make it possible.

However after salvation, the believer is expected to show forth the inward grace in practical outworking. He maintains good works. 

Essentially we are not saved by dead works but we are saved unto good works.

The person who declares that his sins have been forgiven will need to prove it by the life he lives. The Saviour’s exhortation and mandate to you will always be “Go and sin no more” (John 8:11).

REPENTANCE FROM DEAD WORKS

Hebrews 6:1; 9:14; Isaiah 55:6-8; 64:6; 2 Chronicles 7:14; Acts 8:22; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Romans 3:20-28; 9:32; Galatians 2:16; 2 Timothy 1:9.

The christian life is built on the “foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God” (Hebrews 6:1). It is necessary that the blood of Christ “purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God” (Hebrews 9:14).

It is very obvious that the wicked must of necessity turn from his wicked ways (Isaiah 55:6-8; 2 Chronicles 7:14; Acts 8:22). Works of the flesh must be repented of and completely forsaken  (Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11).

However there are some “works” which are not so obvious that repentance is needed. The “morally upright” individual without Christ does not realise that his morality amounts essentially to dead works. It is like filthy rags in the presence of God (Isaiah 64:6). Every “good” work done before conversion is dead work. Every work done in order to earn the favourable judgement of God at the end of life – seeking justification by works, seeking righteousness by the keeping of the Law – will never be acceptable by God. Justification is by faith and not by moral deeds or the keeping of the Law (Romans 3:20-28; 9:32; Galatians 2:16; 2 Timothy 1:9). There is the absolute necessity of repentance from all these dead works – both the obvious and the not so obvious.

REGENERATION THROUGH DIVINE WORK

Hebrews 6:1; 9:14; 2 Corinthians 5:17; 1 Peter 1:18-20; Titus 3:5-7; Ephesians 2:8,9; 1 John 1:9.

Repentance from dead works must be coupled with faith toward God before a person can be truly converted so as to be fit to serve the living God (Hebrews 6:1; 9:14).

Regeneration comes through work. However this is not human work but divine work. It is not what we can do but what He has done that brings salvation.

The blood that is required for purging our conscience from dead works so as to enable us to serve the living God has been shed at Calvary. We are redeemed not with corruptible things as silver and gold but with the precious blood of Christ (Hebrews 9:14; 1 Peter 1:18-20).

Regeneration is God’s work in the heart whereby the sinner is recreated to become a new creature, old things passing away and all things becoming new (2 Corinthians 5:17).

When Christ declared on Calvary that “it is finished”, the work of our redemption was accomplished. Come in faith and be saved. Righteousness comes through faith in Christ’s atoning sacrifice.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR DELIGHTFUL WORKS

Titus 3:8; 2:7,14; 1 Timothy 6:17-19; Matthew 5:16; Colossians 1:10; 2:6; Ephesians 2:10; Hebrews 10:24; James 2:17,18; 1 Peter 2:12; John 8:29; 1 John 1:6; 2:6.

God performs deeds and works and so man that is created in God’s image also works. However the works of the fallen, sinful man are dead works. In contrast, the works of the recreated, new man in Christ should be living works.

God categorises our works as dead or living, false or true according to the state of our hearts and our motivation (Psalm 28:3,4).

True works in which God delights come out of a heart that has been touched by the grace of God and out of the motivation of pleasing God (John 8:29).

True, living, delightful works issue forth out of a saved life. Salvation will lead to good works (Titus 3:8; 2:7,14; 1 Timothy 6:17-19; Matthew 5:16; Colossians 1:10; Ephesians 2:10; Hebrews 10:24; James 2:17,18; 1 Peter 2:12). Genuine good works constitute one of the marks of true conversion, the evidence of true faith (James 2:14-18; 1 John 1:6; 2:6; 3:22; Colossians 1:10; 2:6).
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