RECONCILIATION: RESTORATION TO DIVINE 

FRIENDSHIP AND FAVOUR

Reconciliation is the act of putting two warring parts together (1 Samuel 29:3-5; Matthew 5:23-25). It is used in a socio-economic context in a marriage relationship and other human relationships (1 Corinthians 7:11; Matthew 5:23-25).

The Greek verb ‘to reconcile’ (katalasso), noun ‘reconciliation’ (katallage) and their more intensive form (apokatallage) are used in the New Testament (Matthew 5:23-25; Colossians 1:20-22; Romans 5:10,11; 2 Corinthians 5:14-22; Ephesians 2:16).

Since the fall, the relationship between man and God is that of enmity, alienation, hostility and total enstrangement.

However the enmity is primarily on the human side, not the divine. The death of Christ brings to an end the enmity and enstrangement which exist between God and mankind. Our hostility towards God is removed. The emphasis in scripture is usually that we are reconciled to God, not God to us (2 Corinthians 5:18-20). God plays the active role, He reconciles us to Himself. God has shown His love for us by taking the initiative in restoring the fellowship which was damaged by our sin, ours is to respond to the call to reconciliation. Reconciliation is a work of fundamental importance. Be ye reconciled to God.

MEANS AND AGENT OF RECONCILIATION

Colossians 1:21; Isaiah 55:7; Proverbs 28:13; Romans 5:10,11; 8:16; 1 Corinthians 6:11; 12:13; John 3:5; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20.

The death of Christ on the cross at calvary is the means of reconciliation of sinful man to God. Reconciliation is impossible without the cross. The death of Christ made provision for the reconciliation of everyone, yet only those who repent of all their sins and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ are reconciled to God. To be reconciled to God, sin must be dealt with and man must be transformed. The enmity in our minds by wicked works must be completely uprooted and forsaken (Colossians 1:21; Isaiah 55:7; Proverbs 28:13).

Sin is the main obstacle to a right relationship with God. There is no possibility of true reconciliation until sin has been removed. Christ’s death made a restored relationship possible by removing the cause of the alienation. The removal of the reason for alienation brings about a condition of peace between the warring parties.

The Holy Spirit is the direct agent and power in the operation of reconciling God and man (Romans 8:16; 1 Corinthians 6:11; 12:13; John 3:5) and those reconciled are the indirect agents of reconciliation beseeching lost sinners to be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

MOTIVE AND AIM OF RECONCILIATION

Romans 5:10,11; Colossians 1:21; Ephesians 2:12-22; 4:17-19; James 4:4; 2 Corinthians 5:18-21; Isaiah 59:1,2.

Reconciliation presupposes that friendship once existed but that friendship has been broken. Reconciliation therefore is not the establishment of something unknown before or foreign but the restoration of a broken relationship.

Reconciliation therefore has as its aim the establishment and maintenance of peace, restoration to friendship and favour.

When man fell from his state of innocence and holiness at the beginning, man became sinful and separated from God. Since the fall, all men became enemies to God (Romans 5:10; Colossians 1:21; Ephesians 2:12-22; 4:17-19; James 4:4; Isaiah 59:1,2). God’s plan of reconciliation is to deal with sin and make it possible for man to make peace with God.

MIGHT AND ABILITY OF RECONCILER

Ephesians 2:16; Colossians 1:20,21; Hebrews 7:25; 1 Timothy 1:13-16; Romans 5:10,11.

In Ephesians 2:16 and Colossians 1:20,21, an intensive form of the Greek word for reconciliation is used. This has the prefix “apo” – apokatallage which means to reconcile fully, to be thoroughly and completely reconciled. This speaks of the might and the ability of God who was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself. Christ is able, without any human or angelic assistance to reconcile all people to God by His sacrificial death. He is able to save to the uttermost those that come to God by Him (Hebrews 7:25).

He is able to save from all sin to the uttermost, in all places, at all times and under all circumstances. No matter how deep the hostility towards God, no matter how far we are from His favour, no matter how entrenched is our enmity, Christ is able to reconcile us to God if we come in repentance and faith. If Christ can reconcile even an injurious, blaspheming, chief of sinners like Paul to God, He can reconcile anybody (1 Timothy 1:13-16).

MINISTERS AND AMBASSADORS OF RECONCILIATION

2 Corinthians 5:18-20; 6:1; Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20; Acts 1:8; 26:3; Romans 12:1; 1 Corinthians 1:10; Ephesians 4:1; 1 Peter 2:11.

Man after becoming reconciled to God, becomes a partner with God, an agent of the Holy Spirit in the ministry of reconciliation. God has given to us the ministry of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18). He has committed unto us the word of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:19). We are ambassadors for Christ beseeching the world to be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).

Knowing the terror of God we persuade men (2 Corinthians 5:11). Knowing the wrath of God, we beseech men to respond to God’s love and not receive God’s grace in vain (2 Corinthians 6:1).

Beseeching implies entreaty, persuading, lovingly compelling because of the consequences of refusing to heed the persuasion (Acts 26:3; Romans 12:1; 1 Corinthians 1:10; Ephesians 4:1; 1 Peter 2:11). Ours is an entreating ministry.

The summons to man to be reconciled to God is a challenge to put aside his hostility towards God and to enter into the blessings of peace. We beseech you, we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.
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