REGENERATION: THE NEWNESS OF A 
RECREATED HEART II

Regeneration is wholly the work of God. It is an indispensable requirement if we are to see the kingdom of God, enter the kingdom and enjoy the benefits of that kingdom. In our last study we saw how the scriptures declare the absolute necessity of the experience (John 3:3-8; Galatians 6:15; Ephesians 2:1-10).

We also saw that regeneration is a second, spiritual, supernatural birth proceeding from above which recreates the human heart so that it can now positively respond to spiritual stimulation. The Holy Spirit is the primary agent in regeneration (Titus 3:5).

In this study we continue the exploration of this blessed experience that transforms man from his spiritually dead condition and makes him a new creature.

NEWNESS AND IMMEDIACY OF DIVINE REGENERATION

2 Corinthians 5:11-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Ephesians 2:1,5-6,18; 1 John 2:29; 5:1,4; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:3,23; Philippians 2:13; 2 Thessalonians 3:5; Psalm 42:1-2; 110:3; Hebrews 13:21.

It needs to be said clearly and emphatically that regeneration is not a process. It is instantaneous. A man is either dead or alive, there is no intermediate state. The point at which we pass from spiritual death to spiritual life is the point of divine regeneration (John 1:12,13; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 2:1,5-6; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:3,23; 1 John 5:1,4; 2:29).

There is a newness that accompanies regeneration for man indeed becomes a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:15). This newness can be summarised in the following terms:

(1) NEGATIVE -- Old things pass away

So great and radical is the change wrought by the regenerating grace of God in man that indeed old things are passed away. Things that pass away include: 

(a) The old life of sin and sinful disposition (2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9,10).

(b) The old self in taste and habit (2 Corinthians 5:12).

(c) The old unbelief and blindness rooted in the fleshly mind (2 Corinthians 3:14; 4:3-4; 1 Corinthians 2:14; Matthew 13:14-15).

(d) The old worldliness and practices (2 Corinthians 5:12-16).

(e) The old thoughts and principles (Isaiah 55:6-8; Jeremiah 6:16).

(2) POSITIVE -- All things become new

Regenerating grace creates a new world in the heart. “Behold” expresses the apostle’s vivid realisation of the truth he is uttering (2 Corinthians 5:17). The recreated and renewed man in Christ has: 

(a) A new moral basis and impulse (2 Corinthians 5:14).

Before regeneration, the motivation behind the sinner’s actions are numerous -- self interest and personal gain, desire to gain human recognition and applause, desire to be seen as “well educated”, giving in order to buy friendships even though camouflaged as help etc. However, after regeneration, the action of a person will be motivated by God’s love. Indeed “the love of Christ constraineth us”.
(b) A new social ethics and standard to regulate his social conduct (2 Corinthians 5:16).

Before regeneration, most men regulate their life by societal norms and standards and try to conform to what society reckons to be “good” and acceptable. We evaluate men according to education, position, material possession etc. However after regeneration, we evaluate not like fleshly man but like God Himself (1 Samuel 16:7). A new social ethics and standard now regulates our social conduct -- “Henceforth know we no man after the flesh”. We now estimate people by their spirit not their station, their principles not their property, their rectitude not their rank.

(c) A new heart and nature (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Before regeneration, we were dead spiritually but after regeneration, we are quickened, made alive in Christ. We become new creatures with a new heart and a new nature. The old man passes away, the new man takes over (Ephesians 4:22-25; Colossians 3:9-10).
(d) A new spiritual history (2 Corinthians 5:18).

Before regeneration, all things were from our natural parents -- we resemble them, speak and think like them, attribute our qualities to them. We are so proud of and rigidly attached to those earthly parents and family. Before regeneration, we were children of the devil and children of wrath (John 8:44; Matthew 13:38,39; Acts 13:10; 1 John 3:10; Ephesians 2:1-3). 

However after regeneration, “ALL things are of God” -- it is a new thing, wrought by God, according to His divine plan. We now become children of God -- we look like Him, speak and think like Him and our new qualities and character originate from Him. What a great change! We now have a new spiritual history.

(e) A new standing before God (2 Corinthians 5:21).

Before regeneration, we were dead in sins and trespasses. We were filthy and unrighteous (Ephesians 2:1-5; Isaiah 64:6; Roman 3:10-23). Now after regeneration, we are “made the righteousness of God in Him (Christ)”. There is a new spiritual history before God. No more are we sinners, we are now saints.

(f) A new kind of glorying (2 Corinthians 5:12).

Before regeneration, we glory in appearance -- the useless fashion of this world that passes away (1 Corinthians 7:31), the “special” attachment in our hair, the new jerry curl and hair do we have, the new “Bob Marley” or “Mike Tyson” or “wave” hair style we have just done, the kind of car we drive, the kind of schools our children attend, the kind of clubs we belong to (e.g. Rotary Club etc.), the kind of house we live in etc. We glory in appearance because men usually judge us by appearance (1 Samuel 16:7). However after regeneration, we glory in heart (1 Peter 3:3,4; 1 Timothy 2:9) and glory in the Lord (2 Corinthians 10:17,18).

(g) A new purpose of living (2 Corinthians 5:15,18-20).

Before regeneration, we lived for self and cared not for the things of God. After regeneration, we no longer live unto ourselves but unto Him who died for us and rose again. We have a new purpose of living (1 Peter 2:9; Isaiah 43:21). We are now ambassadors for Christ representing the heavenly country here on earth. We are ministers of Christ with the ministry of reconciliation.

(h) A new illumination of the mind and the intellect (1 Corinthians 2:14-15; 2 Corinthians 3:14; 4:3-4,6; Ephesians 1:18; Colossians 3:10).

Before regeneration, our minds were darkened and blinded by the god of this world. We were blind to the claims of Christ and the demands of the gospel. After regeneration, our minds are illuminated by the light of the gospel, our intellects are renewed by the word of God (Romans 12:1,2; Ephesians 4:17-21).

(i) A new spiritual quickening of the feelings or emotions (Psalm 42:1,2; Matthew 5:4; 1 Peter 1:18).

Before regeneration, our conscience was dead, our emotions unresponsive to spiritual things. After regeneration, our heart pants after God, our being draws near to Him, our bowels yearn for more of God. Occasionally we are moved to tears as we contemplate God’s love for us (1 John 3:1-3).

(j) A new ability to hear the voice of the Spirit (John 3:8; Romans 8:10-17).

Just like the natural man can hear the sound of the wind, the spiritually regenerated can now hear the voice of the Holy Spirit. He now walks in the Spirit and is led by the Spirit. He now responds positively to the voice of the Almighty.

NOBILITY AND INHERITANCE OF THE DIVINELY REGENERATED

1 Corinthians 1:9; 7:5; 1 Peter 3:9; Galatians 5:13; 6:15; 1 Thessalonians 4:7; 2:12; (Ephesians 4:4; 1 Timothy 6:12; 1 John 3:1; 2 Corinthians 5:17.

Man is lost, deaf, blind and dead spiritually (Luke 15:3-10,24,32; 1 Corinthians 2:14; 2 Corinthians 3:14; 4:3-4; Ephesians 2:1; 5:14; Colossians 2:13; Jeremiah 13:23). Divine regeneration recreates the man and makes him noble and restores him to the original state that God intends for man before the fall. The spirit is now made alive and can have fellowship with God. What a great privilege this is (1 John 3:1). There are benefits of this regeneration. We are regenerated for a purpose and this purpose is made manifest in the benefits we inherit as a result of this divine regeneration: (a) fellowship with God and Christ (1 Corinthians 1:9), (b) saintly blessing (1 Peter 3:9), (c) christian liberty (Galatians 5:13), (d) peace (1 Corinthians 7:5), (e) holiness (1 Thessalonians 4:7), (f) hope (Ephesians 4:4), (g) eternal life (1 Timothy 6:12), (h) God’s kingdom and glory (1 Thessalonians 2:12).
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