REDEMPTION THROUGH THE REJECTED SON

(JOSEPH – A TYPE OF CHRIST)

Joseph was hated by his brethren because of the special love and affection that his father bestowed upon him. His brethren hated him and ostracised him from their midst. He was or less the rejected son. The brethren of Jesus did not always see eye to eye with Him (John 7:3-9). They sold him into Egypt to get rid of his dream. It was through this that his dream came to be fulfilled and God used him to preserve them from famine.

The broad strokes in Joseph’s life portrait graphically depicts the life of Christ. He had a dream – the redemption of mankind. However the devil thought that by killing Him, this dream will never be realised. This was the path towards the fulfilment of the dream. Redemption of mankind was accomplished. He became the Saviour for the very people that crucified Him.

Joseph was sold for twenty pieces of silver, Jesus for thirty. Joseph had a coat of many colours which they stripped him of, Christ had a seemless cloak which the soldiers stripped Him of and cast lots over.

Joseph’s dreams seemed too lofty but the most conspicuous parent (father) took them to heart. Though Jesus’ purpose was too high to be comprehended, His most conspicuous earthly parent (mother) took it to heart (Genesis 37:11; Luke 2:51).

Just as Pharaoh who could have influence on Joseph said “what he saith to you, do” (Genesis 41:55), so also Mary who could have influence on Jesus said “whatsoever He saith unto you, do it” (John 2:5).

The story of redemption through the rejected son shines forth in the two lives of Joseph and Jesus.

DISTINCTION AND REJECTION

Genesis 37:3,4,8,11,18-20; Matthew 3:16,17; 17:5; 1 Peter 2:6,7; Isaiah 28:16; Matthew 21:42; Mark 12:10; Luke 20:17; Acts 4:11.

Joseph was singled out by his father from among his brethren and he was greatly beloved (Genesis 37:3,4). Jesus was singled out by God as the only begotten, well beloved Son (Matthew 3:16,17; 17:5). He is anointed above His fellows (Psalm 45:7). He is the Son of God as no other person is the son of God.

The brethren of Joseph hated him and rejected him. They wanted to dispose of him in order to bring to nought all his dreams (Genesis 37:8,11,18-20). Christ was hated by the builders who rejected Him as the chief corner stone (1 Peter 2:6,7; Isaiah 28:16; Matthew 21:42; Mark 12:10; Luke 20:17; Acts 4:11). Those who were given charge of His Father’s vineyard wanted to do away with this heir and then see what will become of the inheritance (Matthew 21:33-46; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:8-18).

DUTIFULNESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS

Genesis 37:12-18; 39:2-6,21-23; 41:46-52; Luke 2:49-52; 19:10; Hebrews 3:5,6; 10:7; 7:26; 4:15; Psalm 40:7; 45:6,7; John 8:46; 14:30.

Joseph was a dutiful son. His father sent him to carry supplies to his brothers in the field. Though he didn’t find them, he enquired from others about their possible whereabouts and went the extra mile to locate his brothers (Genesis 37:12-18).

This dutifulness carried over into his later life. In the house of Portiphar, he was diligent and dutiful (Genesis 39:2-6). In the prison he was industrious (Genesis 39:21-23). When he became the Prime Minister of Egypt he was very hardworking (Genesis 41:46-52). His life was one of faithful industry and dutifulness.

Such can be said of Christ the antitype of Joseph. He was faithful to His Father’s work. While young, He was busy about His Father’s business (Luke 2:49-52). In His public ministry, He was busy seeking and saving the lost (Luke 19:10). He was a faithful, industrious, dutiful Son over His own house (Hebrews 3:5,6; 10:7; Psalm 40:7).

Joseph’s righteousness was borne out in his constant resistance of temptation from the sinister, systematic, sensual temptress who was Portiphar’s wife (Genesis 39:7-13). His constant refusal and His word bore him out “How can I do this great wickedness and sin against God” (Genesis 39:9).

This is a type of Christ who was tempted in all points like as we are yet without sin (Hebrews 4:15; John 8:46; 14:30). That great tempter – the devil – pestered Christ in the wilderness but He overcame (Luke 4:13).

The sceptre of His kingdom is the sceptre of righteousness. He is the king of righteousness, the priest after the order of Melchisedec, holy, undefiled, separate from sinners (Hebrews 7:26; Psalm 45:6,7).

DEATH AND RESURRECTION

Genesis 37:20-36; 37:24,28; 39:19,20; 41:14,37-45; Philippians 2:9-11; John 18:38; 19:4,6; 11:7,8; Luke 4:28,29.

Some incidents in Joseph’s life depicts the death and resurrection of Christ in a figure.

Initially Joseph’s brothers wanted to kill him but he was spared and later sold to the Ishmaelites (Genesis 37:20-36). Many times they wanted to stone Jesus to death or push Him headlong down a steep but God spared Him (Luke 4:28,29; John 11:7,8).

Joseph being put in the pit is a type of death and his being lifted out of the pit is a type of resurrection (Genesis 37:24,28).

Joseph being cast in the prison, dungeon though he was innocent is a type of Christ condemned to die on the cross though He was innocent (Genesis 39:19,20; John 18:38-40; 19:1-23). Pilate declared three times that he found no fault in Christ and yet they crucified Him (John 18:38; 19:4,6). Joseph being rescued from the gallows and put in the palace, honoured and above all in Egypt is a type of Christ resurrected, glorified and given a name which is above EVERY NAME (Genesis 41:14,37-45; Philippians 2:9-11).

DEVOTION AND REDEMPTION

Genesis 45:4-15; 49:22-26; 50:18-21; Zechariah 12:10; John 19:37; Acts 3:13-17,26; 2:36; Colossians 1:13

The same Joseph that they treated cruelly, sold into Egypt was now the person who was so devoted to serving and caring for them and he redeemed them from destruction and the ruinous impact of the famine (Genesis 45:4-15; 50:18-21).

The same Christ that we crucified has now become our loving Saviour. He is the one that has redeemed us from the slave market of sin and translated us from the kingdom of Satan and rescued us from the power of darkness.

Selling Joseph was part of the divine providence for their redemption from famine. They thought they did it for evil, but God meant it for good (Genesis 45:4-15; 50:20,21).

Crucifying Jesus was part of the divine plan for the redemption of mankind. We thought we did it for evil, but God meant it for our good. Now we have a glorious redeemer.

The same Joseph they initially rejected became lord over them. Though the archers shot at him, he still prospered and realised his dream (Genesis 49:22-26). This same Jesus whom they crucified God made both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36). The day came that the brethren of Joseph looked upon him whom they have sold and we also will look upon Him whom we have pierced (Genesis 50:18-21; Zechariah 12:10).

