REDEMPTION: DIVINE PURCHASE FROM 
SIN’S SLAVE MARKET

Fallen man is in bondage and consequently needs freedom. Christ came precisely for this reason to set man free (John 8:32-36). Man is “sold under sin” and sin has dominion over him (Romans 7:14; 6:9-14,22) and his daily cry is “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” (Romans 7:24). Only Christ can truly set free from the captivity of sin (Romans 7:23; John 8:32-36).

Christ came to secure our release. He came to redeem us from sin and His precious blood was the price that He paid in order to buy us back from the slave market of sin. Through His redemption, we are made free from the bondage and dominion of sin and set at liberty to serve God as free people who walk no more after the flesh but who walk in the Spirit.

SIGNIFICANT EXPLANATION OF REDEMPTION

Ruth 2:20; 3:9-13; 4:1-14; Jeremiah 32:7-16; Leviticus 25:25-28,47-49; Mark 10:45; Matthew 20:28; 1 Peter 1:18,19; Revelation 5:9; 14:3,4; Titus 2:14; Galatians 4:4,5.

Redemption is the deliverance from the power of an alien dominion through the payment of a stipulated ransom and the enjoyment of the resulting freedom. It is a metaphor used in both Old and New Testaments to describe God’s merciful and costly action on sinful man’s behalf. At the heart of redemption is the payment of a price (a ransom) (Ruth 2:20; 3:9-13; 4:1-14; Jeremiah 32:7-16; Leviticus 25:25-28,47-49; Mark 10:45; Matthew 20:28; 1 Peter 1:18,19).

Two Hebrew words used in the Old Testament in this connection are “gaal” which means “to redeem” and “padhah” which means “to ransom” and the person acting as the redeemer is the “goel”.

In the New Testament, the Greek words used are “agorazo” (Revelation 5:9; 14:3,4), “lutroo” (Titus 2:14; 1 Peter 1:18), exagorazo, “loutroumai” .  “Loutroumai”  is derived from “Loutrou” which means “a ransom” and the redeemer is called a “loutrotis”. The “agora” is the marketplace. The root “ag” means to buy or to purchase.

Redemption then as pertaining to salvation from sin is therefore divine purchase from the slave market of sin.

Man is a slave of sin (John 8:33,34) and is particularly said to be “sold under sin” (Romans 7:14; 1 Corinthians 12:2; Ephesians 2:2,3). This has the meaning of addiction to sin, bondage to sin, dominion by sin (cf. 1 Kings 21:20,25). There is therefore the necessity of deliverance from this bondage of sin. The process of this deliverance is spoken of as one of redemption -- buying us back from the slave market of sin, from the power of an alien dominion (sin) so that sin shall no longer have dominion over us (Romans 6:9-14,22).

SCRIPTURAL EXAMPLES OF REDEMPTION

Exodus 6:5,6; 13:13; 15:3,13; Psalm 74:2; 77:14,15; 78:42,43; 106:10; 130:7,8; Deuteronomy 14:2; Isaiah 63:4,16; 43:1,3,14-16; 51:10,11; 48:20; Jeremiah 31:11; Leviticus 27:13,15,19,20,27,31; 25:23-28,47-49; Ruth 4:1-14; Numbers 3:12,13,41,45-51; 5:8; 18:15; 35:12; Joshua 20:3-9.

Some outstanding examples of redemption are recorded especially in the Old Testament:

(1) Israel was redeemed out of Egypt (Exodus 6:5,6; 15:3,13; Psalm 74:2; 77:14,15; 78:42,43; 106:10; 130:7,8; Deuteronomy 14:2; Isaiah 63:4,16; 43:1,3,14-16; 51:10,11; 48:20; Jeremiah 31:11).

This is the grand illustration of redemption at its best. God redeemed Israel from Egypt by delivering them from the tyrannous bondage of Pharaoh and placing them in a new land and this was through God’s mighty hand and power.

(2) The firstborn were redeemed by the payment of a ransom (Exodus 13:2,12,13; 21:8; 34:19,20; Leviticus 25:47-49; 27:27; Numbers 3:12,13,41,45-51; 18:15).

The payment of the ransom released them from the religious obligation imposed on them at the time of the Exodus. They were thus restored to their families and absolved of the divine claim upon them.

(3) Kinsman redemption of property and life (Leviticus 25:23-28; Ruth 4:4-14; Numbers 5:8; 1 Kings 16:11).

A lost estate could be redeemed by a kinsman (Leviticus 25:25). The kinsman was also to take vengeance for a slain relative (Numbers 35:12; Deuteronomy 19:6,12; Joshua 20:3-9).

(4) Redemption or commutal of a vow or tithe (Leviticus 27:13,15,19,20,31).

(5) Redemption of one animal by another (Exodus 13:13).

STRATEGIC EXCELLENCY OF THE REDEEMER

Ruth 2:20; 3:9-13; 4:1-14; Numbers 5:8; Jeremiah 32:7-16; Leviticus 25:25-28; Galatians 4:4,5; 1 Peter 1:18,19; Mark 10:45; Ephesians 1:7; Acts 20:28; John 10:11,15,17,18; Romans 8:3; 1:3,4; Philippians 2:7,8; John 1:14; Hebrews 2:14-18; 9:12,15; 10:4-10.

In the regulations governing who can be a redeemer (“goel”) especially in the Old Testament, the following qualities or characteristics are basic and Christ perfectly fulfilled them all:

(1) The redeemer must be a near kinsman (Ruth 2:20; 3:9-13; 4:1-14; Numbers 5:8; Jeremiah 32:7,8).

In order to fulfil this, Christ took upon Himself the form of a man, born of a woman, made under the law that He might redeem them that are under the law (Galatians 4:4,5; Romans 8:3; 1:3,4; Philippians 2:7,8; John 1:14). By becoming a human being, Christ established His identity with mankind and therefore established His right to act as our redeemer (Hebrews 2:14-18).

(2) The redeemer must be able to redeem (Ruth 4:1-5; Leviticus 25:25-28).

The redeemer must have the wherewithal to make good the debt. He must have the resources to pay the ransom. The price of our redemption has been paid. Christ gave His life a ransom for us (Mark 10:45). His blood was the precious price paid (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 1:18,19; Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 9:12,15; Revelation 5:9,10; Mark 14:24; Luke 22:20; Matthew 26:28).

(3) The redeemer must be willing to redeem (Ruth 4:6-11; Jeremiah 32:7-9).

The first kinsman was able to redeem but not willing to redeem before Boaz came into the picture of redeeming Elimelech’s estate (Ruth 4:1-13).

Christ was not only able to redeem, He was also willing to redeem us (Hebrews 10:4-10; John 10:11,15,17,18).

(4) Witnesses are required to confirm the redemption (Ruth 4:1-13; Jeremiah 32:7-16).

The law required two or three witnesses to confirm a transaction and allowed any other number above this minimum (Numbers 35:30; Deuteronomy 17:6,7; 19:15; Matthew 18:16; 26:60; 2 Corinthians 13:1; 1 Timothy 5:19; Hebrews 10:28). Ten men witnessed the redemption of Elimelech’s estate by Boaz (Ruth 4:1-13). There were twelve witnesses (six times more than the required minimum) who confirmed the death, burial, resurrection of Christ our Redeemer and this process of redemption (Acts 1:22; 2:32; 3:15; 4:33; 5:32; 10:39,41).

(5) Documentation of the redemption is essential (Jeremiah 32:7-16).

A legal document containing the relevant details of the redemptive transaction attests to the fact of the redemption (Jeremiah 32:7-16; Isaiah 8:2). In case of any future misunderstanding, this legal document will be proof that the redemption did take place. The New Testament is our legal document confirming the redemption in Christ.

SURE EMANCIPATION OF THE REDEEMED

Jeremiah 31:11; Isaiah 49:24-26; 52:1-9; 51:1-5,12-15; Psalm 130:7,8; Romans 6:9-14,22; 8:2; 14:17; 15:13; John 8:32-36; Galatians 5:1,13; 2:4,5; 2 Corinthians 3:17; 1 Peter 2:16; Colossians 1:13.

Now that the purchase is complete, redemption is accomplished. There are certain benefits of redemption:

(1) Deliverance from the guilt, bondage, power and penalty of sin (Jeremiah 31:11; Isaiah 49:24-26; Psalm 130:7,8).

The guilt, bondage, power and penalty of sin over our lives is broken. There is real emancipation. We are free, no longer will sin have dominion over us (Romans 6:9-14,22; John 8:32-36). The grip of sin over us is broken.

(2) Freedom to love and serve God (Galatians 5:1,13; 2:4,5; 2 Corinthians 3:17; Romans 8:2; 6:22; 1 Peter 2:16).

(3) Rest from servitude, comfort and joy in the Holy Ghost (Isaiah 52:1-9; 51:1-5,12-15; Galatians 5:1; Romans 14:17; 15:13).

(4) Preparation for translation into the Kingdom of God’s dear Son (Colossians 1:13).
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