ONE THING THOU LACKEST

Mark 10:17-27

Our lives are full of wants and needs and these are poles apart. Wants are things we desire, which we will like to have but are not practically necessary for our existence. Needs on the other hand are things that are necessary for our basic existence in life. However in our materialistic age, the dividing line between wants and needs have been blurred. With this also has come the blurring of the dividing line between the temporal and the permanent, the ephemeral and the eternal. 

Governments, charitable organizations, world councils, community self-help groups are focusing on how to provide full employment, better housing, better health care etc. with the hope that this will end the misery of man. One essential thing that all their programmes, strategies, projects lack is that they do not focus on finding a solution to the wicked heart of man from which much of human misery springs. 

Well may we also say that in the pursuit of the individual in seeking for happiness, love, acceptance, fulfilment, the last thing he/she does is to start from the heart. All our search lacks that essential ingredient without which happiness and fulfilment will ever be elusive. 

Our study of today intimates us with a man who in today’s standard can be said to be a paragon of virtue. His morality was impeccable, his courtesy cannot be faulted, his mental alertness was superb. He was hard working and was wealthy (he got his money through honest means) and he didn’t exploit others YET Christ said that he lacked one thing û it was the most essential, important, indispensable thing in life. If Christ were to look at you today in your condition, won’t He say the same thing to you: “One thing thou lackest”?

THE INSUFFICIENCY OF MORALITY Mark 10:17-21

Exodus 20:12-17; Isaiah 53:6; 64:6; Genesis 6:5; 1 Kings 8:46; Psalm 53:3; 130:3; Proverbs 20:9; Ecclesiastes 7:20; Micah 7:2; Romans 3:10,23; Galatians 3:22; 1 John 1:8; 5:19.

Here we are confronted with (1) A man who possessed eagerness for the truth for he came running. (2) He was a man who was naturally respectful for he kneeled down for Christ. (3) He came to the right person, at the right time (Isaiah 55:6; Luke 13:24-27) and asked the right question. 

Christ’s answer to his question and the man’s reply open up to us much of the character of the man. His morality was based upon the ten commandments, the moral part of which he has impeccably kept for several years -- infact “from my youth” he said (verse 20). From his youth (verses 19,20): 


 (1) He has not committed adultery (Exodus 20:14) 


 (2) He has not killed (Exodus 20:13) 


 (3) He has not stolen (Exodus 20:15) 


 (4) He has not borne false witness (Exodus 20:16) 


 (5) He has not defrauded (Exodus 20:17) 


 (6) He has always honoured his father and mother (Exodus 20:12). 

How many in today’s world can match the morality of this man? Yet for all his morality, Jesus told him that he cannot inherit eternal life with it. His morality and self-righteousness were like filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). His morality was insufficient û one thing he lacked! 

Are you trusting in your morality to save you and buy you a place in heaven? Are you relying on your keeping the ten commandments to earn you eternal life? One thing thou lackest!

THE INJUNCTION OF THE MESSIAH Mark 10:21

Matthew 7:24-27; 12:30; Mark 9:40; Luke 11:23; 16:13; 1 Kings 18:21; Joshua 24:15; John 6:67.

Christ the Messiah had the right answer to the man’s right question “what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” The man had done what he knew best û keep the ten commandments û but his best was still not sufficient. He still felt some emptiness within, an inkling that all was not well, a piece of the puzzle was still missing. 

It is instructive to note that when Christ quoted the ten commandments, He only quoted the last six which relates to man and this man had essentially loved his neighbour as himself. 

The first four commandments relates to God and they are: 


 (1) Thou shalt have no other gods before me (Exodus 20:3) 


 (2) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image ... (Exodus 20:4-6) 


 (3) Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain ... (Exodus 20:7) 


 (4) Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy (Exodus 20:8). 

Christ who knows the heart of all men now went to the real problem of the man. It was related with commandment number one. The man had money and material possession (this is alright, more so that he got it by honest means). However his money and material possession had become an idol in his heart. It was a god that has come to replace the real God in his heart. Christ wanted to help him get rid of this idol so that his heart will now be empty and free for God’s habitation. 

After Christ told him the insufficiency of his morality in unmistakable terms “one thing thou lackest”, Christ now gave him instructions and injunctions which cannot be mistaken. They were clear, action words “Go, Sell, Give, Come, Take, Follow”
His instructions to us today are no less clear and unbending. You either obey or not, there is no middle way, no sitting on the fence. You either gather with Christ or you scatter (Matthew 12:30; Mark 9:40; Luke 11:23; 16:13).

THE INDIFFERENCE TO THE MESSAGE Mark 10:22

Hebrews 2:3; Acts 24:25; Matthew 7:24-27; Luke 11:28; John 15:14; 14:15,21,23; Judges 8:23-27; Genesis 35:1-7.

The man who enthusiastically came to Christ requesting what to DO, now that he has been told what to do was sad and grieved. We could almost picture his face limp, his look dejected, his enthusiasm has busted, he would have wished he had never asked the question in the first place. When we ask questions, are we really ready to obey? Do we have preconceived ideas what we think the answer might be? When the answer is different, are we willing to bow to God’s will? If Christ had told this man to use his money to support the gospel, he would willingly have done so. However we cannot consecrate what has already become an idol to the service of the Lord, it is better to do away with it, otherwise it will later become a snare to us (Judges 8:23-27; Genesis 35:1-7). 

The man was indifferent to the message of the Lord. The price he has been asked to pay was too much. He was sad at Christ’s saying and went away grieved. Why? û for he had great possessions! He was not willing to do away with his idol. He was not ready to part with his great possessions and come, follow Christ like a pauper! What is your response to God’s word? How hearest thou? It is not sufficient to hear, we must do if we profess to love God (Matthew 7:24-27; Luke 11:28; John 15:14; 14:15,21,23).

THE INSTRUCTION TO THE MASSES Mark 10:23-27

Matthew 6:19-24; 19:23; 1 Timothy 6:7-12,17-19; Proverbs 23:5; 27:24; 28:20; Ecclesiastes 2:18; Jeremiah 17:11; Psalm 62:10; Mark 4:19.

Christ then turned from this individual who has lost the opportunity of a lifetime -- having eternal life, enjoying the presence of God in his heart and following Christ û to the disciples to tell them a salient truth. 

The truth was this: It will be impossible for those who trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God. It is not possible to serve God and mammon. God will only dwell in our hearts alone or never. He cannot share our hearts with someone or something else. He has to reign without a rival. It is all or none! 

Christ’s instructions puzzled them, His illustration of the camel going through the eye of a needle startled them, baffled them, astonished them out of measure and made them to cry “who then can be saved?” Christ assured them that though the condition for salvation û total abandonment of self, idol, sin -- might look impossible for man to meet, but God will indeed save those who willingly come and are ready to surrender. With God all things are possible. 

Will you not surrender today? What is holding you back from a genuine experience of salvation?
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