MARKS OF TRUE REPENTANCE

Repentance is the foundation of the christian life (Hebrews 6:1,2). Repentance is no longer fashionable in christian circles because most people do not want to hear things that make them “sad”. They prefer to have a good feeling though they are on the road to hell. Hence much preaching of the gospel is substandard and only glibly declares the love of God. We cannot truly know the love of God when we refuse to consider repentance.

The great importance of repentance is seen in the place and the weight that the Bible accords to it. 

(1) The Old Testament prophets preached repentance to the people of their time (Ezekiel 14:6; 18:30-32; Jeremiah 8:4-6; Matthew 12:41).

(2) The first message of John the Baptist was a call to repentance; his baptism was one unto repentance (Matthew 3:1-8; Acts 19:4).

(3) The foundation of Christ’s earthly ministry was the declaration of repentance (Mark 1:15; Matthew 4:17; 9:13; 11:20-24; 12:41; Luke 13:1-5).

(4) The apostles called men to repentance (Mark 6:7-13).

(5) The first message of apostle Peter at Pentecost was a call to repentance (Acts 2:37,38; 3:19; Luke 24:49).

(6) Apostle Paul preached repentance first to both Jew and Gentile (Acts 26:20,21).

(7) Repentance is the first principle and foundation of the doctrines of Christ (Hebrews 6:1,2; Revelation 2:5).

(8) Christ commanded His disciples to preach repentance to ALL nations beginning at Jerusalem (Luke 24:49).

(9) Repentance is a command to ALL men, without which ALL will perish (Acts 17:30; 2 Peter 3:9; Luke 13:1-5).

REQUIREMENT AND FINALITY

Acts 17:30; 19:4; 2 Peter 3:9; Luke 13:1-5; 24:49; Mark 1:15; 6:7-13; Matthew 3:1-8; 4:17; 9:13; 11:20-24; 12:4.

Jesus began His earthly public ministry by declaring “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent yea and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15).

It was not spoken as an advice that men may take or leave. It was not a warning that you may decide to heed or not. It was a commandment directed at all. It was a charge to the different classes and strata of society – economic (rich or poor), educational (literate or uneducated), gender (male or female), race (Jew or Gentile), social (cultured or barbarian), colour (black or white), etc.

God requires EVERY MAN as well as commands EVERY MAN, EVERY WHERE to repent (Acts 17:30).

There is a finality to the necessity of repentance before salvation in Christ can be granted.

ROOT AND FRUIT

Matthew 3:8; Acts 26:20; Matthew 7:16-20; James 3:12; Romans 11:16; 1 John 1:6; 2:6; Colossians 2:6; Titus 2:11,12; 3:8

Repentance comes in all sorts of shapes and sizes. There is the cosmetic repentance without genuine godly sorrow that is mere remorse (Corinthians).

There is also the genuine repentance that declares “If I have done iniquity, I will do no more” (Job 34:32; 11:14).

If repentance is to be real and genuine, there are two essential aspects of it that need to be evident:

(a) Root of repentance

(b) Fruit of repentance

Internal root always leads to external fruits. John the Baptist called for “fruits meet (answerable) for repentance” (Matthew 3:8). Apostle Paul called for “works meet for repentance” (Acts 26:20). Internal grace will manifest itself in outward holy living. God’s saving grace will teach us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts. The truly saved will be careful to maintain good works (Titus 2:11,12; 3:8).

The root and fruit of any tree are inseparably connected (Matthew 7:16-20; James 3:12; Romans 11:16). Fruit declares the inner nature of a tree. A tree is judged by its fruit. A fig cannot bear olive berries. The fruit will always be according to the nature of the root (James 3:12). 

The evidence of a genuine root of repentance is the fruit of repentance. If there is inward root, there will be outward fruit.

ROAD TO FORGIVENESS

Isaiah 55:6,7; Proverbs 28:13; Psalm 32:1-5; 51:1-5; Luke 24:49; 1 John 1:9; Acts 2:38; 3:19; Romans 10:9,10

Repentance is the ROYAL and the ONLY road to true forgiveness. There is no other road. When it comes to healing “ONLY BELIEVE” may do but not when it comes to salvation. Only believing without first repenting is a waste of time as far as salvation is concerned.

Repentance involves our mind, emotion and will:

(1) Repentance is a change of mind, a turning from sin towards God (Isaiah 55:6,7; Job 11:14)

(2) There is genuine sorrow for sin (not just for the consequences of sin) (2 Corinthians 7:10; 1 Corinthians 5:2).

(3) A complete decision to surrender our will and life to Christ accepting the terms of the gospel (1 Thessalonians 1:9).

Have you genuinely repented or is your repentance counterfeit? Have you truly forsaken sin on a PERMANENT basis or is your own a piecemeal weekly repentance?

