LOOK AND LIVE!

It is possible to have eyes and yet not see, to have ears and yet not hear (Matthew 13:13,14; Mark 4:12; Acts 28:26; Job 33:14). Seeing beyond the obvious is perception.

The look that brings life is more than a mere look. It is a look of faith that believes in Christ’s work of atonement and appropriates it.

Just as the Israelites looked at the brazen serpent and lived, so also we can look at Christ on the cross and live.

BLIND AND LOST

2 Corinthians 4:3,4; 3:14; 2 Peter 1:9,5-8; 1 John 2:11; 1:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:4; Romans 13:12; Ephesians 5:8; Colossians 1:12,13; Jeremiah 50:6,17; Ezekiel 34:6; Matthew 9:36; 10:6; 15:24; 18:12; 1 Peter 2:25.

The sinner is blind to spiritual truth and is consequently lost in the jungle of sin. It is the god of this world that has BLINDED the minds of those who do not believe so that they will never see the light and glory of redemption (2 Corinthians 4:4). The gospel is always hidden to the lost (2 Corinthians 4:3; 3:14).

To lack spiritual virtues is to be blind (2 Peter 1:9,5-8). To walk in darkness is to be blinded by that darkness (1 John 2:11). To walk in darkness as blind men is to stumble (Matthew 15:14; Isaiah 59:10; Proverbs 4:19).

Conversion is a transition from darkness to light (1 Thessalonians 5:4; Romans 13:12; Ephesians 5:8; Colossians 1:12,13).

Sinners are regarded as lost sheep (Jeremiah 50:6,17; Ezekiel 34:6; Matthew 9:36; 10:6; 15:24; 18:12; 1 Peter 2:25). God’s people are His sheep – FOUND sheep (Psalm 74:1; 79:13; 23:1,2; Isaiah 40:11; Matthew 10:16; 15:24; 26:31; John 10:3,11; 1 Peter 5:1-4; 2:25; Hebrews 13:20).

BRUISED FOR THE LOST

Isaiah 53:4-6,10,12; Hebrews 9:28; 2:9; 1 Peter 2:24; 3:18; 1 John 3:5; Galatians 3:13; 1 Corinthians 15:3; 2 Corinthians 5:15; Romans 5:6,8.

“But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was BRUISED for our iniquities … All we like sheep have gone astray … and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:5,6).

Christ has been bruised for us lost sheep. He bore our sins as our sin-bearer (Isaiah 53:4,10,12; Hebrews 9:28; 2:9; 1 Peter 2:24; 3:18; 1 John 3:5; Galatians 3:13).

Christ had no sin to atone for (Hebrews 7:26; Romans 5:6,8; 1 Peter 3:18). He tasted death for us (Hebrews 2:9; Romans 5:6; 1 Corinthians 15:3; 2 Corinthians 5:15).

BEHOLD AND LIVE

Numbers 21:1-9; John 3:14,15; John 12:20,21; 1:45,46; 9:39-41; Luke 19:3-6,9,10; Hebrews 9:28; 1 Peter 2:24,25

The Saviour hung on the cross bruised for our iniquities. Like the brazen serpent in the wilderness, He has been raised for us at calvary (Numbers 21:1-9; John 3:14,15).

However we need to behold Him before we can be saved! The message is clear: Look and live! Don’t allow Satan to blindfold you any more (2 Corinthians 4:3,4). Let God open your eyes, look and live. Once you were blind but now you can see (John 9:25).

If you will make every effort to see Jesus, salvation will come to your house today (John 12:20,21; Luke 19:3-6,9,10).

Are you blind? He came to give you sight (John 9:39-41). Are you lost? He came to find you (Luke 19:10; 1 Peter 2:25; Isaiah 53:6). The Saviour is seeking for LOST SHEEP but it is a pity that the pews in many churches are populated with FOUND GOATS! Are you a goat or a sheep? Are you still lost or found?

