JUSTIFICATION: DIVINE ACQUITTAL FROM THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE

All men are guilty before God and stand to be judged by God for sin and rebellion (Romans 3:10,23; 6:23; Psalm 9:4; Jeremiah 11:20). God is the Judge of the earth and He will surely do right. His justice is ever fair and indisputable (Genesis 18:25; Romans 3:19).

A Judge has two basic functions: condemn the guilty and acquit the innocent (Deuteronomy 25:1; 1 Samuel 12:1-5).

An individual can only be acquitted if completely innocent or after serving the normal sentence for what has been done. Nobody can ever hope to be acquitted as innocent of sin (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 64:6).

However the punishment for sin has been borne, the sentence has been served, Christ has taken our place. He has paid the debt that we owe. His assets has wiped out our liability and left a positive balance due to our union with Him.

On the basis of what Christ has done, God has acquitted us and we are now justified freely by His grace. We are justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

INDISPENSABILITY OF CLEAR REVELATION

Romans 8:33,34,26; 4:5-8; 3:4; Matthew 12:37; Proverbs 17:15; Deuteronomy 25:1; Isaiah 5:23; Psalm 32:1,2; 143:2; Genesis 15:6; John 3:18; 5:24; 2 Corinthians 5:19. 

Without a clear conception of justification, it is impossible to get the maximum benefit from the experience. Just as in any scriptural subject, a clear revelation is indispensable, a thorough understanding is essential. Justification is purely legal and forensic, never ethical or moral. Other aspects of salvation deal with the ethical and moral issues. In biblical terms, justification is the restoration of an individual to a state of righteousness.

In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word used  (and its derivatives) is the word “tsadaq” which means “to conform to a given norm”, “to declare righteous or to justify”.

Just as to “condemn” is to declare guilty and worthy of punishment, to “justify” which is a parallel word is to declare righteous and free from punishment. The act of condemnation does not alter a person’s moral or spiritual condition, so the act of justification does not alter the person’s moral stance (Romans 8:33,34,26; 4:5; Matthew 21:37; Proverbs 17:25; Deuteronomy 25:1; Isaiah 5:23).

IMPORTANCE OF COMPLETE REPENTANCE

Proverbs 28:13; Luke 13:1-5; 18:13; 15:18-22; 1 John 1:9; Jeremiah 3:13; Isaiah 55:7; Job 11:14; 42:6; Acts 3:19; 8:22; 17:30; 26:20; Jonah 3:6-10.

To justify a wicked individual who is unrepentant and who has not served his just sentence is a crime against humanity and an abomination in the presence of God (Proverbs 17:15; 24:24,25; 28:4; Isaiah 5:20; Ezekiel 13:22; Malachi 2:17; Romans 1:32). He who covers his sins cannot prosper. God can only show mercy to the repentant. The unrepentant will ultimately perish (Proverbs 28:13; Luke 3:1-5). God’s grace in justification is not bestowed on those who are bent to continue in sin (Romans 6:1,2).

Justification is bestowed on us on two conditions: (1) repentance, (2) Christ’s atoning work at calvary. 

The second condition has already been accomplished. We only need to come in repentance. We plead guilty before the righteous judge. We acknowledge our sin (Jeremiah 3:13; 1 John 1:9; Luke 18:13; Proverbs 28:13).

IMPUTATION OF CHRIST’S RIGHTEOUSNESS

Genesis 15:6; Acts 13:39; Romans 3:28; 5:1,18; 4:21-25; 9:30-33; Galatians 3:24,6-11; 1 Corinthians 6:11; Philippians 3:9. 

God justified us on the basis of the sufficiency of Christ’s atoning work at calvary. God declares us righteous through the imputed righteousness of the Redeemer.

Self-righteousness has no merit before God (Isaiah 64:6; Proverbs 30:12). Christ’s righteousness is sufficient and adequate for our justification. It is available, it is free and full. It is the gift of God. Abraham believed God and it was imputed to him for righteousness (Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:21-23; Galatians 3:6). If  we believe God and have faith in Christ’s atoning work, we shall be justified like Abraham and our faith will be accounted for righteousness (Romans 4:23-25; Galatians 3:7-11).

Righteousness cannot come by keeping the law (Philippians 3:9; Romans 9:30-33; Galatians 3:11). It comes by imputation of Christ’s righteousness as God justifies us by faith (Romans 3:28; Philippians 3:9; Galatians 3:24).

INSTANTANEOUS AND COMPLETE RESULT

Romans 8:1,31-34; 5:21; Psalm 103:12; 78:38; 85:2; Isaiah 44:22; 2 Samuel 12:13; Mark 2:5; Colossians 2:13; Hebrews 10:14.

Justification is not progressive but instantaneous. God’s justification is not dependent on what we have done, or what we are doing or what we shall do. It is only based on what Christ has done. God’s justification is complete without the need for any addition from us.

Justification is free, full and received by the means of faith. We do not work for it, it is of grace, unmerited favour bestowed upon us.

Even though justification is by faith without works, God’s kind of justification always leads to good works. We are saved unto good works and newness of life. Grace is not a licence to continue in sin, it is a transforming power that enables us to depart from sin (Titus 2:11-14). 

Justification is instantaneous and complete. it does not admit of repetition. No one can lay anything to the charge of the justified man. He is free from condemnation and constituted as an heir of life.

INDISPUTABLE AND COMPOSITE RESULT

Romans 5:1-10,18,19; 4:5-8; 8:1,15,32-34; Acts 26:18; Ephesians 2:12-19; Galatians 2:17; Psalm 32:1,2; Isaiah 55:7.

Justification brings with it some composite results which are indisputable from the revelation of the scripture and human experience:

(1) There is pardon (Isaiah 55:7; Romans 8:1; 5:1; Palm 32:1,2).

There is pardon for the repentant. There is mercy from the throne of grace to acquit the penitent sinner. He is set free and no longer held accountable for his sins.

(2) Peace with God (Romans 5:1; Ephesians 2:12-19).

We are no longer enemies of God. We are no longer alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and the covenants of promise. We are indeed at peace with God. The barrier is broken.

(3) Assurance of salvation (Romans 5:9,10,1)

Justification brings an assurance that we belong to God. The penalty of sin is over. We are indeed saved.

(4) Forgiveness of sin (Roman 4:5-8; Acts 26:18; Galatians 2:17)

When we are justified by faith, we cannot be found sinners again as our sins are forgiven (Galatians 2:17). Imputation of Christ’s righteousness unto us brings forgiveness of sins (Romans 4:5-8).

(5) Freedom from guilt, condemnation and every penalty of sin (Romans 5:9,10; 8:1,32-34).

Nobody can lay anything to the charge of the justified man. He is free from guilt , condemnation and every penalty of sin (Romans 8:1,32-34). He is preserved from God’s wrath (Romans 5:9,10).

(6) Saintly inheritance (Acts 26:18; Ephesians 2:12-19).

We obtain an inheritance among God’s people. We now have access by one Spirit unto the father. We can surely cry “Abba, Father” (Romans 8:15).

1
12

