GIVE AND FORGIVE

“Give” and “Forgive” are two powerful words that have the power to transform a church, community or a whole nation if their substance and essence can be inculcated into the fabric of society.

The two are contrary to man’s sinful nature. Most men will rather receive than give. It is easier to keep malice than to forgive.

However God knows what works and what is best for man and He has taught us by precept (as revealed in His word) and practice (as demonstrated by His mighty acts especially in redemption) that the best way is to GIVE and FORGIVE. Every effort we expend in this direction will pay great dividends.

Giving and forgiving is the pathway to enjoying God’s best – healing as in the case of Abimelech, prosperity as in Abraham’s case, glorious welcome and honour for Stephen, a highly exalted name for Christ.

The measure of our giving and forgiving is an indication of our strength of character, the depth of our relationship with God, the index of the potential blessings we stand to get from God.

PRINCIPLES OF GRACE

2 Corinthians 8:5,12,19; 9:7,8; Exodus 25:2; 35:5,29; Judges 5:2,9; 1 Chronicles 28:21; Philemon 14; Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13.

Giving and forgiving are two principles in the scriptures that stem from the grace of God.

Giving that does not stem from a heart touched by the grace of God is not true giving. Paul received the gift that the Macedonians gave for the saints in Judea because they “FIRST gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God” (2 Corinthians 8:5). He further stated that “For if there be FIRST a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not” (2 Corinthians 8:12). He referred to the gift as “this grace” (2 Corinthians 8:19). Indeed it is the grace of giving.

True giving is of the heart and can only be done when that heart has been touched by the grace of God (2 Corinthians 9:7,8; Exodus 25:2; 35:5,29; Judges 5:2,9; 1 Chronicles 28:21; Philemon 14). The unregenerated man is generally selfish, miserly and stingy.

Man is predisposed to revenge and the unregenerated finds it difficult to forgive. Only those who have tasted of God’s forgiveness can extend the same to others. We cannot give to others that which we do not possess. We are to forgive as Christ has forgiven us or as God for Christ’s sake has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13).

PATHWAY TO GLORY

John 10:11; Luke 23:34; Colossians 3:13; Acts 6:2-6,8; 7:55-60; Luke 15:22-32; Genesis 20:14-18; Proverbs 11:24-26; 19:17; Matthew 6:14,15; 18:35; Luke 6:38; 11:4.

The world normally views the person that forgives as weak and foolish but God reckons him as strong and wise. Forgiveness is the evidence of greatness, magnanimity and moral strength. The acquisitive nature of man generally makes him feel that the person who gives is foolish but God views the person as wise indeed. “Get all you can and can all you get” is the foolish philosophy of the selfish that will soon come to poverty (Proverbs 11:24).

To give and forgive is surely the pathway to greatness, glory and the way to enjoying God’s miracle, abundance and best.

Jesus Christ is our perfect example. He GAVE His life a ransom for our redemption which is the best He could have given to us. However on the cross He also FORGAVE and He still FORGIVES (John 10:11; Luke 23:34; Colossians 3:13). Is it any wonder then that He has been given a more excellent name that is above every name?

Abraham GAVE Lot of his resources but also FORGAVE Lot for his covetousness of choosing the best of the land (Genesis 12:4; 13:1-18). How do we know that he forgave Lot? He fought to rescue Lot when Lot was captured by the enemies (Genesis 14:11-16). He prayed for Lot not to be destroyed in Sodom (Genesis 18:22,23; 19:27-29). No wonder God blessed Abraham so much spiritually, physically and otherwise.

Stephen GAVE his life to serve his generation and also FORGAVE those who stoned him to death (Acts 6:2-6,8; 7:55-60). No wonder that the normally seated Christ stood at attention to welcome him home to heaven. What a glory! (Acts 7:55,56).

The father of the prodigal son FORGAVE him for all his wrong doings but also GAVE of his best to welcome home the returning prodigal (Luke 15:22-32). His gift was an evident token of the completeness of his forgiveness.

Abraham had led Abimelech astray by calling Sarah his sister, however Abimelech FORGAVE Abraham the wrong but also GAVE Abraham presents (Genesis 20:14-18). It paved the way for God’s blessings in his life (Genesis 20:17,18).

Giving and forgiving will lead to divine honour. He that waters shall be watered also. He that forgives shall be forgiven. He that gives paves the way for receiving. Giving and receiving is the pathway to glory and exaltation like in the cases of Jesus and Stephen, the pathway to blessing like the case of Abraham (Proverbs 11:24-26; 19:17; Matthew 6:14,15; 18:35; Luke 6:38; 11:4).

PATTERN FOR THE GODLY

2 Kings 6:18-23; John 10:11; 3:16; Luke 23:34; Colossians 3:13; Acts 6:2-6,8; 7:55-60; Ephesians 4:32; 5:1,2; Romans 15:4; 12:18-21; Hebrews 6:12; 13:7; 1 Peter 2:21.

Any fool can revenge, it takes strength of character to forgive. Even the devil has unforgiveness in abundance. He distributes it free of charge to his own.

The King of Israel wanted to destroy his enemies (the Syrian army) but Elisha taught him a better and higher way:  GIVE AND FORGIVE (Romans 12:18-21). Elisha told him to GIVE them food and following FORGIVENESS to send them back to their country (2 Kings 6:18-23). Love can overcome the greatest of enemies (2 Kings 6:23).

The examples of Christ, Stephen and Abraham compel us to follow in their footsteps (1 Peter 2:21; Ephesians 5:1,2; Romans 15:4; Hebrews 6:12; 13:7).

God gives and forgives. He GAVE His only begotten Son. He GIVES us richly all things to enjoy (John 3:16; Psalm 84:11; 1 Timothy 6:17; James 1:17). For Christ’s sake God FORGIVES (Ephesians 4:32).

We that are God’s children ought to manifest the same attributes as God (Ephesians 5:1). This is a pattern for us. Make it your motto from today that you will GIVE and FORGIVE!

