FORGIVENESS: DIVINE CANCELLATION

OF OUR UNPAID DEBT

In the Old Testament, pardon, in the New Testament, remission are often used as the equivalents of forgiveness.

Sin is metaphorically referred to as a debt because it must be paid for by the way of punishment. Every sin is a debt because it is essentially not rendering to God His due (obedience to His commandments, respect for His Law, honour for His person, regard for His authority etc.). We need to render unto God what is God’s (Matthew 22:21).

Each of us owes a great debt to God. Our debts have been accumulating day after day, year after year. It is like the great amount (the 10,000 talents) owed by the wicked servant in Christ’s parable. Like that servant we have nothing to pay (Matthew 18:21-35). Every sinner feels the guilt from unpaid moral obligations to God.

The miracle of physical debt cancellation stand out in the scriptures (2 Kings 4:1-7; Matthew 17:24-27; Philemon 18,19; Nehemiah 5:1-13). Forgiveness is the divine miracle of spiritual debt cancellation.

CASE AND NECESSITY OF FORGIVENESS

Matthew 6:12-14; 18:21-35; Luke 11:4; 23:34; Psalm 32:1; 130:3,4; 103:1-3; Micah 6:6-8; Acts 7:60; Proverbs 28:13.

Sin is a heavy debt that man is obligated to pay for (Matthew 6:12; Luke 11:4). However the debt is so great that no man is capable of paying for his sin. Except God cancels the debt from our record, we will die under the burden of the debt without ever repaying a significant portion of it.

Forgiveness is the divine cancellation of this unpayable debt, it is the pardon we receive from God.

CONDITIONS AND NATURE OF FORGIVENESS 

Luke 24:46,47; 13:3,5; Isaiah 55:7; Proverbs 28:13; Matthew 6:12,14; 18:35; Mark 11:25,26; Luke 11:4; 6:37; Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13.

There are two main conditions specified in God’s word that are essential for us to meet if we are to enjoy divine forgiveness:

(1) Repentance from sin (Luke 24:46,47; 13:3,5; Isaiah 55:7; Proverbs 28:13).

Repentance from sin and forgiveness of sins are inseparably linked in the scriptures (Luke 24:46,47). Forgiveness or pardon is promised only to those who repent of their sins (Isaiah 55:7). The unrepentant will perish in his sins (Luke 13:3,5; Proverbs 28:13).

(2) Readiness to forgive our fellow men (Matthew 6:12,14; 18:35; Mark 11:25,26; Luke 11:4; 6:37).

It has been well said that “a person who seeks forgiveness but does not forgive others hardly knows what he is asking for and is not worthy of it”. The measure and the quality of the forgiveness we show to our fellowmen is to be like the one that Christ has shown to us (Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13).

CERTAINTY AND NURTURE OF FORGIVENESS

Psalm 86:5; 25:8; Romans 2:4; 1 John 1:9; Ephesians 1:7; Matthew 6:14; 18:21-35; Acts 5:31; 13:38; 26:18; Colossians 1:14; James 2:13.

God is good and ready to forgive (Psalm 86:5; 25:8; Romans 2:4). If we confess our sins and forsake them, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins (1 John 1:9; Ephesians 1:7; Matthew 6:14; Acts 5:31; 13:38; 26:18; Colossians 1:14).

There is an unshakeable certainty that characterises divine forgiveness if man dares to fulfil the conditions.

We can only nurture the forgiveness we receive from God by continuing to be like God – forgiving! The forgiveness we receive from God can be revoked and cancelled if we are unforgiving towards our fellowmen for to be unforgiving is to be unlike God (Matthew 18:21-35; James 2:13).
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