CHRIST -- OUR HEAVEN-SENT SIN-BEARER

The Day of Atonement was different in many respects from other days of atonement. On other days of atonement, sacrifices are offered, blood is shed to atone for sins but it is only on the Day of Atonement that an additional goat referred to as the scapegoat is also provided and made to live to carry the sins of the people.

The goat used for sacrifice is effective as it dies but the goat used for the scapegoat is effective as it lives. One shed its blood for atonement, the other helps to carry away the sins.

Christ is both our sacrifice and sin-bearer. He is both the Lamb of God that carries away the sins of this world as well as sheds His blood for the forgiveness of our sins (John 1:29; Ephesians 1:7).
SPIRITUAL CHARACTER OF THE SCAPEGOAT

Leviticus 16:7-10,20-22,26; 1:3; 22:19-25; Exodus 12:5; Malachi 1:8; John 1:29, 10:17,18; Hebrews 7:26,27; 1 Peter 3:18; 1 Corinthians 15:3.

On the Day of Atonement, Israel was to present two goats and Aaron the High Priest was to cast lots for them. One goat was to be for the Lord, offered in sacrifice and it’s blood used to atone for the sins of the nation. The other goat on which the lot fell was to be kept alive for the purpose of carrying away the sins of Israel into the wilderness or a land not inhabited (Leviticus 16:7-10, 20-22, 26).

(1) The scapegoat was to be an unblemished animal as no blemished animal could be used in sacrifice or otherwise presented to the Lord (Malachi 1:8; Leviticus 1:3; 22:19-25; Exodus 12:5).

(2) The scapegoat was to be an innocent goat. It was not to suffer for it’s own sins but was supposed to carry away the sins of others (Leviticus 16:10,22).
Christ died for us -- “the just for the unjust” (1 Peter 3:18; 1 Corinthians 15:3). He is the Lamb of God who taketh away, not His own sins for he had none but the sins of the whole world (John 1:29; Hebrews 7:27,26).
(3) The scapegoat was chosen to be a sin-bearer contrary to its choice. It was a forced duty. Christ was not forced. He offered Himself freely and willingly (John 10:17,18).
SYMBOLIC CONNOTATION OF THE SCAPEGOAT

Leviticus 16:7-10, 20-22, 26; 2 Corinthians 5:21; John1:29, 10:17, 18; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 John 3:5; Psalm 103:12; Romans 5:6-8

The scapegoat was one goat and the sins of the nation was confessed upon its head so that it can carry the sins far away into the wilderness, “a place not inhabited” (Leviticus 16:7-10,20-22,26).

The spiritual symbolism of the live scapegoat is clearly evident:
(1) As one scapegoat was sufficient to carry away the sins of the nation, so also Christ is sufficient to carry away the sins of the world (Leviticus 16:7-10,20-22,26; 2 Corinthians 5:21; John1:29, 1 Peter 2:24; 1 John 3:5).
(2) As the scapegoat bore upon it all the iniquities of Israel unto a land not inhabited, so has Christ removed our sins far away from us as the East is far away from the West (Leviticus 16:21,22; Psalm 103:12;  Isaiah 43:25; 1 John 3:5).

(3) The scapegoat was Israel’s sin-bearer. The High Priest laid his two hands on the goat and confessed upon it ALL the sins of Israel. So also Christ is our sin-bearer (Leviticus 16:20-22; Isaiah 53:6). Christ bore ALL our sins without exception.
(4) Although the scapegoat was forced to fulfill this spiritual role or duty but Christ’s choice was voluntary and willing (John 10:17,18; Romans 5:6-8).
SOVEREIGN CHRIST- OUR SIN-BEARER

Leviticus 16:7-10, 20-22, 26; John1:29, 3:17, 4:42, 10:17, 18; Hebrews 2:9, 9:25, 26, 10:1-4, 11; Isaiah 53:6; Psalm 103:12; Isaiah 53:6

God sent Christ to die for our sins and become the Saviour of the world (John 3:17; Hebrews 2:9; John4:42). He is our heaven-sent sin-bearer (John1:29).

Christ is the antitype of the scapegoat which was the type of Christ. As the scapegoat carried away the sins of Israel, so Christ is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the whole world (John 1:29).

Israel needed a different sin-bearer for every year. Many scapegoats fill Israel’s history. However Christ is the only sin-bearer that we have today. He bore our sins in His body. He bore it once and never to be repeated like the Old Testament type which is repeated every year on the Day of Atonement.
The scapegoat was effective as a sin-bearer for one year, Christ is our effective sin-bearer for ALL time (Hebrews 2:9, 9:25,26, 10:1-4,11).
As the High Priest laid the sins of Israel upon the head of the scapegoat, so also God laid upon Christ the iniquity of us all (Leviticus 16:21; Isaiah 53:6).
