ATONEMENT IN THE TWO COVENANTS

The two Covenants also referred to as the two Testaments (Old and New) were instituted and established through a blood covenant (Exodus 24:4-8; Hebrews 9:18-23; Matthew 26:28).

Atonement in the two Covenants was God’s provision of mercy and the way back to reconciliation with Him. The atonements in the two Covenants have some similarities as well as some marked differences. A thorough knowledge and understanding of these similarities and differences will put us in a position to appreciate the great love and wisdom of God in the plan of our salvation and enable us to enjoy our salvation to its full extent.

COMMON ASPECTS OF THE ATONEMENTS

Leviticus 17:11; 16:1-34; Hebrews 9:22,24-28; 1:3; 10:10-12; John 3:16-18; 1:29; Ephesians 5:2.

(1) Both were God’s plan and ordination (Leviticus 17:11; Hebrews 9:22). The atonement was a means by which man was enabled to approach God. Reconciliation was only possible by the way of blood. God instituted it and to reject it was to perish (Leviticus 17:11; John 3:16-18).

(2) Both had similar elements. The elements consisted of the substitute, the sin-bearer, the sacrifice and the suppliant (Leviticus 16:1-34; John 1:29; Hebrews 1:3; 9:24-28; 10:10-12; 13:11-13; Ephesians 5:2).
(3) Both were made effectual by the way of blood taken into the holiest of all. Theirs was the holy of holies in the earthly tabernacle, ours is heaven itself  (Leviticus 16:14,15; Hebrews 9:24-28).
CONTRASTING ASPECTS OF THE ATONEMENTS

Exodus 25-40; Leviticus 16:1-34; Hebrews 1:3; 2:9; 4:14-16; 5:1-10; 7:11,12,16,19,22-28; 8:1,2; 9:1-14,24,26,28; 10:1-4,10-12,14; 12:24; 13:11-13; John 1:29; 3:16; 1 John 2:2; 1 Timothy 2:5,6.

(1) The Old Testament atonement was carried out in a worldly sanctuary made by man but the New Testament atonement took place in the heavenly, true, greater, more perfect tabernacle and sanctuary pitched by God (Exodus 25-40; Hebrews 8:1,2; 9:1-11,24).

(2) The “Old” was established on the blood of bulls and goats (animals), the “New” makes use of the blood of Christ (God’s own Son). This is the blood that even speaks better things than that of Abel (Leviticus 16:14,15; Hebrews 9:12-14; 12:24; 13:11-13).

(3) The “Old” consisted of an imperfect sacrifice that could not make the offerers perfect as to the conscience, the “New” consists of a perfect sacrifice that truly cleanses and purges the conscience from dead works (Hebrews 7:19; 9:9; 10:1-4,14).

(4) In the “Old”, two atonements were necessary since the high priest had to offer first for his own sins before he could offer for the errors of the people. In the “New”, only one atonement is necessary (the one for our redemption) as Christ had no sin to atone for (Leviticus 16:6,11,15; Hebrews 7:26-28; 9:7).

(5) The “Old” had a changeable high priest as a mediator after the order of Aaron – a sinful, infirm, mortal priesthood made after the law of a carnal commandment. The “New” has an unchangeable High Priest as a mediator after the order of Melchisedec – a sinless, holy, blameless, immortal priesthood made after the power of an endless life (Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:1-10; 7:11,12,16,19,22-28). 

(6) In the “Old” there is an endless repetition of the sacrifices and the priests are ever-standing but in the “New” there is a finality of the once-for-all, finished sacrifice and the High Priest is already seated at God’s right hand. The Old Testament atonement was only effective for the sins already committed. Future sins have to be atoned for in the future by the future atonements. Hence the yearly repetition. Christ’s atonement is once for all and is effective for sins already committed and for the sins of those not yet born (Leviticus 16:29-34; Hebrews 1:3; 7:27; 9:26,28; 10:10-12).

(7) The “Old” was in a way limited to Israel but the “New” is universal, given to the world. Jesus tasted death for EVERY MAN (Hebrews 2:9). He is the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the WORLD (John 1:29). God so loved the WORLD that He gave His only begotten Son (John 3:16). He is the propitiation for the sins of the WHOLE WORLD (1 John 2:2). He is the mediator between God and MEN (1 Timothy 2:5). He gave Himself a ransom for ALL (1 Timothy 2:6).

(8) Everything in the “Old” was a shadow though good but in the “New” all things are the reality and better (Hebrews 8:5; 9:9,24; 10:1). Christ is the better sacrifice whose blood speaks better things (Hebrews 9:23,24,12-14; 12:24), He is the guarantee and mediator of a better covenant based on better promises (Hebrews 8:6). He carried out His priestly ministry in a better sanctuary and has a better ministry (Hebrews 8:2,6; 9:1,11,24).

(9) Christ’s death as a sin-offering was a VOLUNTARY act. But in the Old Testament, the victims of the sacrifices were passive and not active participants in the ritual. It was not a voluntary act for them to die. They were usually used against their willingness. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who GIVETH His life for the sheep (John 10:11). He LAID down His life for the sheep (John 10:15,17,18). He is the true friend who LAID down His life for His friends (John 15:13; 1 John 3:16).
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