ATONEMENT: NEW TESTAMENT REALITY

Hebrews 9:11-28; 10:1

Atonement is not a New Testament word but the concept is clearly evident. It is an Old Testament shadow that found its fulfilment in the New Testament. The closest concept to it in the New Testament is reconciliation.

The elements of the Old Testament atonement – Substitute, Sin-bearer, Sacrifice and Suppliant – find their perfect fulfilment in Christ. The two goats and the high priest represent the shadow, Christ is the reality. Christ is the High Priest of good things to come who entered heaven to present His blood to obtain eternal redemption once and for all for us (Hebrews 9:11-28). He is the reality of the Old Testament shadow (Hebrews 9:24; 10:1).

Hebrews 9 corresponds with and interprets Leviticus 16. Leviticus 16 shows us the shadow; Hebrews 9 reveals the glorious reality.

THE SUBSTITUTE

Genesis 22:7-14; Leviticus 16:8,9,15,16; Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45; Galatians 1:4; Romans 5:6-8; John 10:11; 15:13; Titus 2:14; 1 John 3:16; 2 Corinthians 5:15; Hebrews 2:9; 1 Peter 3:18.

Christ died as our substitute. He died for our sake or in our behalf (Romans 5:6-8). He gave Himself for our sins (Galatians 1:4; Titus 2:14). He is the Good Shepherd who gave His life for the sheep (John 10:11). He is the true friend that laid down His life for His friends (John 15:13; 1 John 3:16).

He suffered for our sins, the just for the unjust in order to reconcile us to God (1 Peter 3:18). He tasted death for us (Hebrews 2:9). He died for us (2 Corinthians 5:15). He gave His life a ransom for us (Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45).

THE SIN-BEARER

Leviticus 16:8,10,20-22,26; Isaiah 53:5,6,12; John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13; Hebrews 9:28; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 John 3:5; 1 Corinthians 15:3; Ephesians 5:2.

Christ is our sin-bearer (Hebrews 9:28). He was made sin for us who knew no sin (2 Corinthians 5:21). God laid the iniquity of us all upon Him. He bore our iniquity (1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:5,6,12). He was the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the whole world (John 1:29).

Just like the scapegoat was made a curse for Israel, so also Christ was made a curse for us (Leviticus 16:7-10; Galatians 3:13). He was manifested to take away our sins (1 John 3:5).

THE SACRIFICE

Leviticus 16:7-11,14-19,27,28; Exodus 12:1-14; 1 Peter 1:18-20; 1 Corinthians 5:7; 15:3; Acts 20:28; Ephesians 5:2; Matthew 26:28; Hebrews 13:11-13,20; 9:26,28; 1 Timothy 2:6; 1 John 2:1,2; 4:10; John 15:13; Revelation 5:9.

Christ is the atoning sacrifice for sins – our propitiation (Greek hilasmos) (1 John 2:1,2; 4:10). Christ offered one sacrifice for sins forever. He had no need for the repetition that characterised the levitical sacrifices (Hebrews 10:10-12,14). There is a finality to His sacrifice. After declaring “it is finished” on the cross, He sat relaxed and satisfied on the right hand of God. This is in sharp contrast to the ever-standing levitical priesthood who are yet to finish their work (Hebrews 10:11,12; 1:3).

The levitical sacrifices had no power to take away sin (Hebrews 10:4,11) but the perfect sacrifice of Christ takes away sin (Hebrews 9:26; 1:3).

THE SUPPLIANT

Leviticus 16:7-9,15,16,20-22; 1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 12:24; 10:19-29; 9:15,24; 8:6; 7:25; 1 John 2:1; John 3:17; 14:6; Acts 5:31; Luke 19:10; Romans 5:11.

Christ is our High Priest who entered into the Holy Place to offer sacrifice. He is our suppliant, the mediator between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5). Just as the high priest was the mediator of the Old Covenant, Jesus is the mediator of the New Covenant who went to sprinkle His blood for our redemption (Hebrews 9:15,24; 12:24). He is the High Priest of good things to come (Hebrews 9:11-14; 10:1).

He entered with His blood not to the earthly Holy Place in the tabernacle made with hands but into heaven itself. He stood not at the mercy seat that was symbolic of God’s presence but in the very presence of God itself (Hebrews 9:24).
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