ARISE, HE CALLETH THEE
Mark 10:46-52
The story of blind Bartimaeus is a popular story relating the details of the beggar of Jericho. However, the story illustrates several mileposts on the spiritual journey to salvation and beyond.

Blind Bartimaeus sat by the highway side doing his normal duty – begging! He heard that Jesus was passing by and took advantage of it to receive healing. A few points are noteworthy:

(1) He chose the most strategic location for his begging enterprise

Many people will travel the highway than any other way. Since begging is a game of numbers, the more people he meets, the better his chances of receiving donations.

(2) He used what he had to get what he didn’t have

Bartimaeus was blind but he was not deaf. He couldn’t see what was going on but he could hear. He heard of Jesus passing by. He used his mouth (he wasn’t dumb) to solicit for divine help. What have you got? A shepherd’s rod like Moses? The jawbone of an ass like Samson? Five loaves of bread like the disciples? Rather than complain about our lack, let us use what we have to secure what we don’t have.
(3) He cried for help and he refused to be silenced or denied

Bartimaeus cried to Jesus for help. The crowd tried to silence him but he refused to be intimidated or silenced. The more they tried to shut him up, the louder his voice grew and the more desperate he got. This is a noble and commendable attitude.

(4) His cry finally came to Christ’s ears and he got his heart’s desire

God never overlooks desperate seekers. Blessing will always come to the importunous and persevering (Luke 18:1-8; Matthew 15:21-28).

The same set of people that earlier tried to silence Bartimaeus came back to deliver a message of comfort and help to him. This is always the case (2 Kings 2:1-15).
CASTING AWAY OUR FILTHY GARMENT

Mark 10:50; Isaiah 64:6; 55:6,7; Proverbs 30:12; 3:34; Genesis 3:7-10,21; Jeremiah 6:14; 8:11; 1 Peter 5:5,6.
“And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus” (Mark 10:50).

Bartimaeus’ garment would have been an obstruction to him as he rose up to go to Jesus. However he eliminated every form of obstruction in order to get to Jesus as fast as possible.

Every sinner is in need of divine mercy. The soul of the sinner is groaning under the burden of sin (Romans 3:23; 6:23).

However as God is calling us into spiritual rest, we need to cast away our filthy garments in order to get to Jesus:
(1) We need to cast away our filthy garment of self-righteousness (Isaiah 64:6; Proverbs 30:12)

(2) We need to cast away our filthy garment of sin and iniquity (Isaiah 55:6,7)

(3) We need to cast away our filthy garment of man-made covering (Genesis 3:7-10,21).
(4) We need to cast away our filthy garment of pretense and hypocrisy that everything is alright (Jeremiah 6:14; 8:11).

(5) We need to cast away our filthy garment of pride and haughtiness (1 Peter 5:5,6; Proverbs 3:34)
COMING TO OUR FATHER GOD

Mark 10:50; Isaiah 55:6,7; Hosea 5:15; 6:1-3; Matthew 11:28-30; John 6:37; Hebrews 4:14-16; Psalm 65:2; 51:1-4.
Casting away the filthy garment precedes coming to Jesus (Mark 10:50). It is only after we have forsaken our wicked ways, abandoned our unrighteous thoughts that we can come to our Father God for pardon and cleansing (Isaiah 55:6,7; Hosea 5:15; 6:1-3).

Bartimaeus didn’t come to the disciples of Jesus or to the crowd, he came to Jesus alone. The sinner is not coming to the church or to the pastor but to God, to Jesus (Matthew 11:28-30; John 6:37).

It is only to Him that answers prayer that all flesh comes (Psalm 65:2). Coming to our Father God is essentially coming to the fountain of grace (Hebrews 4:14-16).

CLEANSING BY THE FATHER’S GRACE

Mark 10:51,52; 1 John 1:7,9; 2:2; Revelation 1:5; 7:14; Hebrews 10:22; James 4:8; Titus 2:11-14; Ezekiel 36:25-27.
Christ posed a question to Bartimaeus as to what exactly he wants – silver or sight, money or miracle? (Mark 10:51).

Blind Bartimaeus wanted his sight and he answered in the affirmative. Christ proclaimed him healed. He received his cure (Mark 10:52). 

We also need to be specific in our prayer and to receive cleansing from every iniquity (1 John 1:9,7).

The grace of God brings salvation, forgiveness and cleansing (Titus 2:11-14; Ezekiel 36:25-27).

Blind Bartimaeus’ faith received what God’s grace made available. Faith appropriates grace’s offer. Faith receives provision from grace.
COMMITMENT TO THE FATHER’S GOAL

Mark 10:52; 5:19,20; John 4:28-30; Matthew 6:33; Titus 2:11-14; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 5:15-21; 1 Peter 1:14-16.
“And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way” (Mark 10:52).
Jericho was the city of palm trees – a very beautiful city perhaps with dazzling sights. These dazzling sights have been denied Bartimaeus  because of his blindness. 
However, once he was healed, his first priority was not to go sight seeing in Jericho, it was to follow Jesus in the way. He was committed to the Father’s goal of following Jesus (). He wanted to seek FIRST the kingdom of God and His righteousness (Matthew 6:33).

The next response following salvation is worship and commitment. We no longer live unto ourselves but unto Him who died for us and rose again (2 Corinthians 5:15).
