ANSWERING THE SAVIOUR’S CALL

Matthew 11:28-30

There are many calls from the Lord that will come to us in the course of this life: call to salvation, sanctification, discipleship, service, etc. However, this call to salvation is the first and foremost call. If we don’t respond to this call, we forfeit ever hearing the other calls.

When people do not respond to an important call, there could be many reasons for it:

(1) The call has not been made and therefore nothing to respond to (Romans 10:13-17; Psalm 68:11).

(2) They are deaf and therefore cannot hear the call (2 Corinthians 3:13-15).

(3) They have heard but pretend not to have heard (Genesis 42:21-23).

(4) They have heard but place no importance and urgency on the call (Ezekiel 33:31,32).

(5) They are rebellious and intend to show their rebellion (Jeremiah 44:15-17).

Don’t be deaf to the voice of the Almighty. Don’t put off salvation to a more convenient time which may never arrive (Acts 24:25; 26:28). There is no tomorrow with God, TODAY is the day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2). Respond to the Saviour’s call TODAY.

INVITATION FROM CHRIST

Matthew 11:28; 4:19-22; 9:9; 19:21; Mark 2:14; 10:21; Luke 5:27,28; 18:22; John 1:43; Revelation 22:17

“Come unto me” (Matthew 11:28). This is an invitation from Christ, our Lord and Saviour. We are not the first set of people that Christ extended this invitation to. To Peter, Andrew, James and John who were fishing by the sea of Galilee, Jesus told them to follow Him (Matthew 4:19-22). To Matthew who was a tax collector in the customs office, Christ told him to follow Him (Matthew 9:9; Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27,28).

To the rich, young ruler who was searching for eternal life, Christ’s word to him was “come and follow me” (Matthew 19:21; Mark 10:21; Luke 18:22). Jesus’ words to Philip was “follow me” (John 1:43).

To the man cumbered about involving funeral arrangements and overburdened with the things of the world, Christ says “follow me” (Matthew 8:21,22; Luke 9:59,60).

To you this day, whatever your situation, social standing, career prospects, age, race or religious background, Christ says “come unto me” and “follow me”.

IMPORTANCE OF THE CALL

Matthew 11:28-30; Hebrews 2:3; Mark 8:36; 1 Timothy 4:8; 2:5; Acts 4:11,12; Hebrews 2:9; Galatians 1:4

There are many calls and invitations that will come our way along life’s journey. Wicked men will invite us to join their gang, sinners will entice us to participate in their evil activities. Such calls we don’t have to heed or consent to. We are clearly forbidden following the multitude to do evil (Matthew 21:38; 3 John 11; Psalm 83:4; Proverbs 1:10-15; Exodus 23:2).

There will be more calls than we can profitably respond to. We have to be selective of the good invitations we heed.

However this call from the Saviour is a call that we cannot afford to miss or neglect to heed. It is the most fundamental call in life that determines our eternal destiny. To neglect or refuse to heed this call is to perish in hell fire forever. To respond to the call is to pave the way for a blissful eternity with God. This is the most important call in life. Whatever invitation you miss, make sure you never miss this one! There is no salvation in any other. Jesus is the only one that gave the call to salvation. To miss this call is to miss all (Matthew 11:28-30; Hebrews 2:3; Mark 8:36; 1 Timothy 4:8; 2:5; Acts 4:11,12; Hebrews 2:9; Galatians 1:4).

IDENTITY OF THE CALLED

Matthew 11:28; 9:13; 1 Timothy 1:15; Proverbs 30:12; 28:13; 1 John 1:8,10; Romans 3:23; 5:12; 7:14-20,24; Luke 5:8; 18:10-14.

“Come unto me, ALL ye that labour and are heavy laden” (Matthew 11:28). Christ’s love is for all and does not wish anybody to perish (John 3:16-18; Hebrews 2:9; 2 Peter 3:9). Therefore He does not discriminate as to colour, race, gender, education, social background, age, etc. He died for ALL and the invitation is to ALL and ALL can respond if they wish and choose to (2 Peter 3:9; John 1:12).

However beyond the fact that ALL are called, there are certain characteristics and identity of those that are called:

(1) Those labouring under the heavy load of sin and iniquity (Matthew 11:28; Romans 7:14-20,24).

(2) Those who recognize and acknowledge themselves to be sinners (Matthew 9:13; 1 Timothy 1:15; Proverbs 30:12; 28:13; 1 John 1:8,10; Romans 3:23; 5:12; Luke 5:8; 18:10-14; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 John 3:4; 5:17).

INHERITANCE OF THE COMERS

Matthew 11:28; John 6:35,37; 1:12; 1 John 1:9; Romans 10:9-13; 6:23; Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:12-14; Revelation 22:17; Isaiah 12:3.

When we respond to the call and come to Christ, there is an inheritance of the saints awaiting us (Colossians 1:12-14; Acts 26:18; 20:32; Ephesians 1:11,14; 5:5).

One of the accusations levied against Christ is that “This man receiveth sinners” (Luke 15:2). If you come to Him, He will in no wise cast you out but He will receive you with open arms and give you an inheritance among the saints (John 6:37).

Christ’s call is not an empty call. It is a call to:

(1) Salvation, pardon, forgiveness and rest (Matthew 11:28; 1 John 1:9; Romans 10:9-13; 6:23; Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:12-14; Isaiah 55:6,7).

(2) Satisfaction and fulness (John 6:35; 10:1-15).

(3) Refreshing from the well of salvation (John 6:35; Revelation 22:17; Isaiah 12:3).

(4) Sonship and fellowship (John 6:37; 1:12; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18).

This day, “The Master is come, and calleth for thee” (John 11:28). Will you like Mary respond promptly and quickly? (John 11:29).

