YOUR NAME AND YOUR DESTINY I

Many people do not recognize the importance of the names we bear or do not pay enough attention to them. The names we bear have tremendous capacity to exert mysterious influence over our lives for good or bad.

It was recorded of a person in the scriptures “for as his name is, so is he; Nabal is his name, and folly is with him” (1 Samuel 25:25). His character and comportment towards others was in line with his name. Joshua means “the Lord Jehovah saves” and he was instrumental in enabling Israel to enjoy the salvation and the provision of the Lord. Elimelech meand “My God is King” (Ruth 1:), yet he couldn’t trust this God-King to provide for him in times of famine but abandoned Bethlehem, the house of bread and went to Moab.

This is not limited to names of persons. Names of cities are also affected. Names like Bethel, Bethlehem, Jerusalem, etc. are spiritually important and prophetically significant. Bethlehem means “house of bread”. Is it any surprising that Jesus the bread of life was born in Bethlehem? (Luke 2:4-8; John 6:35,41,48,51).

Our prospects and progress as well as our problems and pains are to some extent connected to the names we bear. For example Job means “he cries” and cry he did as a result of the many calamities that came upon his life. Solomon means “peaceful” and the reign of king Solomon was very peaceful (1 Chronicles 22:9). The name you bear will to some extent affect your destiny. This is why God so many times in the Bible had to change people’s names to correspond with His plans for their lives.

Does your name correspond with God’s plan for your life? Is your name a stronghold preventing you from enjoying the blessings of the Lord?

PRACTICAL SOURCING OF NAMES

Genesis 16:11; 17:19; 1 Chronicles 22:9; 1 Kings 13:2; 2 Kings 22:1; Isaiah 44:28-45:1; Luke 1:13,60-63,31; Matthew 1:21.

How do people get the names they bear? What can we learn from the scriptures in this area? The basic ways people get their names or additional names as revealed in the scriptures are:

(1) By God through angelic ministration

There were seven persons who were named before birth and whose names were divinely ministered: Ishmael (Genesis 16:11); Isaac  (Genesis 17:19); Solomon (1 Chronicles 22:9); Josiah (1 Kings 13:2; 2 Kings 22:1); Cyrus (Isaiah 44:28-45:1); John the Baptist (Luke 1:13,60-63); Jesus (Matthew 1:21; Luke 1:31).

(2) By parents

Even though Samson and Samuel’s births were miraculous, yet their names were given to them by their parents (Judges 13:24; 1 Samuel 1:20). Esau and Jacob were so named by their parents (Genesis 25:24,25). Others like Joseph, Benjamin, Ichabod, Jabez were so named by their parents (Genesis 30:24; 35:18; 1 Samuel 4:21,22; 1 Chronicles 4:9,10).

(3) By relatives according to family tradition

As it still happens in many parts of the world, the extended family of John the Baptist wanted to name him Zechariah after his father at his birth but the name John prevailed because of earlier divine instruction (Luke 1:59-63,13).

(4) New name to supercede the former

God changed the names of some people in the scriptures. He changed Abram to Abraham, Sarai to Sarah, Jacob to Israel (Genesis 17:5,15). Saul of Tarsus changed his name from Saul to Paul (Acts 9:4; 13:9). Jacob changed Benoni given by Rachel to Benjamin (Genesis 35:18).

PHYSICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF NAMES

1 Samuel 3:4-11; 4:21,22; 1 Chronicles 4:9,10; Genesis 35:18; Luke 1:59-63; Acts 9:4,10,11; 10:3-6; Mark 10:46; Matthew 10:3.

Names do have physical significance among which are:

(1) Your name serves as identification

It is a tag by which you are known. It is a kind of a handle on you or a recognition of your person. You answer to it when you hear it called (1 Samuel 3:4-11). The names we bear on earth are also the names by which are known and called in heaven (Acts 9:4,10,11; 10:3-6).

(2) Your name can reveal your family background

Families that are idolaters often name their children after the idols they worship. For this reason many surnames in Africa glorify idols because of the devotion of our forefathers to idolatry. Names like Ogunbiyi, Olaifa, Faleye etc. have connotations of idolatry.

Other names also reveal the struggles and former lifestyle of ancestors e.g. Agbekoya, Olukoya, Ogunkoya, Olukogbe, Akinyemi, etc.

Names like Bartimaeus (son of Timaeus), Bartholomew (son of Tholomew) show the family connection without any need to dig further (Mark 10:46; Matthew 10:3).

(3) Your name can reveal something about your birth circumstances

Were there some happenings whether good or bad around the time of your birth? Your name can easily be Jabez, Benoni, Ichabod (1 Chronicles 4:9,10; Genesis 35:18; 1 Samuel 4:21,22). Moses was so named because he was taken out water and rescued from drowning (Exodus 2:10). 

Has your mother lost child after child before you were born? No wonder you are called Kokumo, Malomo, Oluwafiropo, etc.

Did your grandfather or grandmother die at the time of your birth? It’s no surprise that you are called Babatunde or Yetunde after the deceased (Luke 1:59-63).

Was your birth miraculous? Iyanu. Were your parents sorrowful before? Oluwapamilerin. Did your parents feel a sense of shame and humiliation? Oluwayemisi.

(4) Your name can reveal something about your tribe, cultural root and belief.

In Yoruba culture, to be born with the umbilical cord around your neck is to be called OJO (if male) or AINA (if female). However within the Yorubal culture, the IJEBUs never bear OJO. To hear a man called Aina is to categorically know that he is not only Yoruba but Ijebu!

When you hear somebody called Idowu or Alaba, that already tells you a lot about cultural belief and the family setting. It tells you that there are twins in that family. The Yorubas believe that twins must be followed by two other children in succession named Idowu and Alaba respectively.

PURPOSEFUL SELECTION OF NAMES

Genesis 16:11; 17:5,15,19; 32:26,28; 35:10; 1 Kings 13:2; 1 Chronicles 22:9; Luke 1:13,31; Matthew 1:21.

God takes names very seriously and so should we. We should carefully and purposefully select names for ourselves, our children, our businesses, our homes and cities etc.

We should never be nonchalant like the Westerners who do not mind bearing meaningless names – Stone, Beans, Drinkwater, White, Brown, etc.

Beyong the physical handle that names provide, there are prophetic significance to names. A name that means nothing ascribes nothing to your life.

Occasionally disagreements or differences of opinion might arise in the choice of a name for a child. This may be between the father and the mother (Genesis 35:18) or between the parents and the extended family (Luke 1:59-63). The primary responsibility  for a child’s name(s) lies with the parents and not with outsiders. The names that parents give to a child should reflect the parents’ (1) Prayer; (2) Faith; (3) Expectation as well as (4) God’s purpose and plan for the child.

To call your child Judas Iscariot is to sentence that child already to a life of hell! To call your daughter Jezebel is to properly destroy her future for the name will exact its prophetic significance on the child.

We should learn from how God deliberately and strategically selected the names of all He named or changed their names in the scriptures (Genesis 16:11; 17:5,15,19; 32:26,28; 35:10; 1 Kings 13:2; 1 Chronicles 22:9; Luke 1:13,31; Matthew 1:21).

