WRESTLING AGAINST PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS

Ephesians 6:10-17

God’s purpose is to give us the land flowing with milk and honey. However, there are giants in the land that will not want us to inherit our blessings. Because of this we must fight the enemy, wrestle with the giants and possess our possession.

However it is essential that we define our target so that our spiritual energy is not channeled into wrong tracks.

There is a possibility of wrestling with flesh and blood but we shouldn’t. We wrestle with principalities and powers instead, with the rulers of the darkness of this world and spiritual wickedness in high places.

We don’t leave leprosy to fight ringworm. The hunter that has gone into the wilderness to hunt jackals does not get distracted or sidetracked by mosquitoes. We must keep constantly in focus the objects of our wrestling: principalities, powers and the likes of them.

FORTIFICATION AGAINST SATAN’S WILES

Ephesians 6:10,11,13-17; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; 6:7; 1 Thessalonians 5:8; Romans 13:12; Luke 10:17-19; Acts 10:38; Isaiah 10:27; 61:1-3.

The believer is constantly contending “against the wiles of the devil” (Ephesians 6:11), therefore we need to be strong in order to emerge victorious in the contest.

We cannot rely on the arms of flesh which will fail us. We need to be “strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might” (Ephesians 6:10).

We cannot rely on the energy of the flesh but on the power of the Holy Spirit in order to be winners in this fiery battle of life: “Not by power nor by might but by my Spirit saith the Lord” (Zechariah 4:6). We need to arise and put on the strength of the Lord as citizens of Zion (Isaiah 52:1).

Only fools go to fight the enemy without adequate equipment. The wise soldier puts on bullet proof vests, keeps himself in a fit state, fortifies himself against every plan and attack of the enemy. Spiritual battles are no different. The saint needs fortification against Satan’s wiles.

Part of our equipment is the whole armour of God – belt of truth, breastplate of righteousness, sandals of the preparation of the gospel of peace, shield of faith, helmet of salvation, sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:11,13-17).

We equip ourselves with every necessary weapon of warfare which are not carnal but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:3-5).

FACT OF OUR SPIRITUAL WRESTLING

Ephesians 6:11,12; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7; 1 Corinthians 9:26; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Hebrews 11:33

Why do we need to be strong in the Lord? Why do we need to put on the whole armour of God? To enable us to withstand in the evil day (Ephesians 6:13). To enable us to stand against the wiles of the devil (Ephesians 6:11). Because we have a fight to fight: “For we wrestle” (Ephesians 6:12).

The Greek word used for “wrestle” here is the word “Pale”. It is used only here in the scriptures. It refers to warfare in general between saints and evil spirits.

The christian life is not a playing field, it is a battle field. Several metaphors are used to describe this in the scriptures – wrestling (Ephesians 6:12), fighting (1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7), boxing (1 Corinthians 9:26), warfare (2 Corinthians 10:3-5).

 “For WE wrestle”  – nobody is excluded. All including the apostle are called to spiritual warfare. This is the fact of our spiritual wrestling. There is no choice in this matter. If we choose not to fight, the devil will still bring the fight to our doorstep. The battle line has been drawn and the battle is getting hotter by the day. These are evil times.

FOCUS OF THE STRATEGIC WRESTLING

Ephesians 6:12; 1:21; Colossians 2:10; 1:16-18; Daniel 10:13-21; Luke 10:17-19; 1 Corinthians 9:24-26

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places” (Ephesians 6:12).

Our spiritual warfare and wrestling has a focus. We do not focus on flesh and blood which are only shadows manipulated by higher powers and spirits. We focus on the reality. We wrestle against principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness of this world and spiritual wickedness in high places.

We take the battle to where it matters – in the heavenlies rather than be concerned with flesh and blood on the earth. It is a strategic wrestling. Winning the wrestling in the high places automatically gives us victory in the low places. Heavenly victory translates into earthly dominion. Spiritual conquest translates into physical blessings.

In order to enjoy victory, we need to dismantle this satanic hierarchy:

(1) Principalities (Greek: archas) – these are chief rulers or beings of the highest rank and order in Satan’s kingdom (Ephesians 6:12; 1:21; Colossians 2:10).

(2) Powers (Greek: exousias) – authorities, these are those who derive their power from and execute the will of the chief rulers (Ephesians 6:12; 1:21; Colossians 2:10).

(3) World-rulers of the darkness of this age (Greek: kosmokratopas) – these are the spirit rulers like the prince of Persia (Daniel 10:13-21; Colossians 1:16-18).

(4) Spiritual wickedness in high places (Greek: pneumatika ponerias) – these are the wicked spirits of Satan (demons) in the heavenlies (Colossians 1:16-18; Luke 10:17-19).

