WOMAN, THOU ART LOOSED! I

Luke 13:10-17

The fall of man came through a woman but God’s restoration also came through the seed of the woman (Genesis 3:6,15).

The devil has a special hatred for women and has subjected them to all sorts of bondage – spiritual imprisonment, physical deformity, biological malfunctioning, extreme sexual perversion, molestation etc.

Christ’s compassion also reached out to women in a special way to deliver them from the wicked tyrant. This is evident in the cases of Mary Magdalene who was delivered of seven evil spirits (Luke 8:2), the widow of Nain whose only son was raised to life (Luke 7:11-16) and this daughter of Abraham bound by Satan for eighteen years (Luke 13:10-17).

The feminine nature of women makes them especially vulnerable to the bondage of the devil. Satan usually plays on this and uses it to subject women to all sorts of bondage.

Christ came to set the captives free, to open the prison door for Satan’s prisoners and today, you will be loosed!

CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE DELIVERANCE

Luke 13:10,11; 14:3-5; 6:7-9; John 9:14-16; 5:8,9; 7:23; Matthew 10:10-12; Mark 3:2-4; 1 Samuel 1:1-28.

Many instructive lessons can be learnt from the circumstances surrounding this record or event:

(1) The event took place in the synagogue on a Sabbath (Luke 13:10,11)

What better place for God’s power to be manifested than in a building dedicated to His worship? What better day and time for deliverance to happen than days and times set apart for the worship of the Almighty? How instructive! Christ healed many times on the Sabbath (John 9:14-16; 5:8,9).

(2) The woman who had the spirit of infirmity was present (Luke 13:11,12)

No doubt this woman frequented the synagogue and was a regular worshipper. She did not allow her problem to stop her from coming to worship God in His house and eventually God met her at her point of need. This was also true of Hannah (1 Samuel 1:1-28; 2:1-10).

(3) Christ called the woman “a daughter of Abraham” (Luke 13:16)

She was a true believer and worshipper yet bound physically by Satan. How this shows the possibility of bondage in God’s saints, bondage in God’s household.

CRUELTY OF THE DEVIL

Luke 13:11,16; John 5:5,6; 9:1-3,20; Isaiah 14:17; Jeremiah 50:33; 1 Peter 5:8; John 10:10; 8:44; 1 Samuel 11:1-3.

The utter cruelty of the devil is revealed in this true story of this woman:

(1) Satan specialises in long-term bondage without release (Luke 13:11,16)

The question that should bother a serious person is “how long can the devil hold someone in his prison or keep a person in bondage or captivity?” The answer is “As long as possible, in many cases forever (i.e. till that person’s physical life is over)”. Satan bound this woman for 18 years (Luke 13:11,16). He bound another man for 38 years (John 5:5,6) and yet another from birth (John 9:1-3,20).

These bondages were cut short to 18 years, 38 years, etc. because of the deliverance. Without deliverance, the bondages would have been forever. Satan never releases his captives (Isaiah 14:17; Jeremiah 50:33).

(2) The physical infirmity had a spiritual origin or root (Luke 13:11,16)

Though this woman was physically bent over (medically termed spondylitis deformity), her condition was a result of “Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years”. Her condition was not due to ageing or physical weakness but due to a “spirit of infirmity”.

There can never be a physical medical cure for an infirmity with spiritual origin. X-rays will never detect demons at work. Medications have no effect on demons. The only solution to her ailment had to be spiritual.

(3) Satanic bondage ALWAYS renders a person helpless and handicapped (Luke 13:11)

For eighteen years this woman was “bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself”. She could not help herself in this area of her life. She was handicapped in this area of her life. Any area of a person’s life (be it spiritual, financial, social, mental, biological, physical, etc.) that is bound by Satan will always have these characteristics.

CONTENTION OF THE DEVIL

Luke 13:14,15; 19:33; Mark 11:5; John 5:8-13; 1 Thessalonians 2:18; Romans 15:22; 1:13; Nehemiah 2:10,19,20; 4:1-3.

The devil always holds his prisoners and captives fast (Isaiah 14:17; Jeremiah 50:33). He will never let them go without contesting their right to freedom or the authority of the deliverer.

Just as Pharaoh contested the right to freedom of the children of Israel and the authority behind Moses’ request for their freedom, so also the devil does today.

(1) Satan can use religious leaders to perpetrate his wickedness (Luke 13:14,15)

Here it was “the ruler of the synagogue” who furiously and angrily queried the right of the people to healing and deliverance on the Sabbath. They could get healed on the other six days but not on the Sabbath. What a blind and selfish assertion! What a cruel utterance!

On the other six days, they will be on the farm with no contact with any priest who could administer healing. But now on the Sabbath that provided them with this contact, they were not to expect healing ministration.

Satan was only using this credible individual to perpetrate his wickedness, prolong the bondage of the people and make sure they had no access to deliverance though they are where deliverance could be ministered.

(2) Satan will always contest our right to freedom and deliverance (Luke 13:14)

Satan will always contest the right of his captives to freedom. He will always challenge their right to deliverance (Luke 13:14; John 5:8-13).

(3) Satan will always challenge the authority of the deliverer(Luke 13:14)

“The ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation BECAUSE that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day” (Luke 13:14). He essentially disagreed with what Jesus was doing and said so in no uncertain terms. He went ahead to even speak with the people roughly.

 “Why loose ye the colt” is Satan’s favourite phrase (Luke 19:33; Mark 11:5). You didn’t tie the colt and you can’t loose it, he will challenge. However we need to reply, we didn’t tie the colt but the Lord told us to loose it because He has need of it. This will always be sufficient (Luke 19:31,34; Mark 11:3; Matthew 21:3).

