WILT THOU BE MADE WHOLE?

John 5:1-13

What a question! Who will not want to be made whole especially when the person has suffered with infirmity for 38 years (John 5:5). This is the sick person’s desire.

This question is not a philosophical question but a practical question asked by Jesus as a prelude to the manifestation of His compassion and healing power. He never asks a question that He is not ready to back up should the answer be positive.

Are you sick and infirm? Jesus is asking you today “Wilt thou be made whole?” as He asked the man by the pool of Bethesda.

Bethesda means “the house of mercy”. The pool was like a public infirmary or clinic that the sick could go into at appointed times to receive healing.

DIVINE QUESTION

John 5:5,6; Exodus 3:7-10; Mark 10:51,52; Matthew 9:27,28; 20:32-34; Luke 18:41-43; Genesis 4:9; Isaiah 6:8.

Even though “a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered” (John 5:5) were by the pool of Bethesda, the divine question was singularly directed at a selected individual. God never allows us to be lost in the crowd. He knows our needs and will reach out to us. Each individual is important to God.

Jesus SAW this man lying down and “KNEW that he had been now a long time in that case” (John 5:6). God never overlooks us and our problems. He SEES our sorrows and troubles and feels our pains. He KNOWS the length of time we have had to endure the problems (Exodus 3:7-10).

The question directed at the man was “Wilt thou be made whole?” (John 5:6). What a question! Who will not want to be made whole you query? We cannot be certain that those who are in problems actually desire solution to their problems. Some may prefer self-pity or material recompense or financial renumeration more than healing. Hence the need to ascertain whether healing is the person’s real priority.

DESPERATE QUEST

John 5:7; Psalm 60:11,12; 108:12,13; 27:10; 118:6; 2 Kings 5:10-14; 2 Timothy 4:16,17; Hebrews 13:6; 

The question was simple and well directed. However rather than the man giving a straight answer, he started telling stories: "Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me“ (John 5:7).

It is obvious from the man’s answer that he wanted to be made whole. Rather than answer a straight forward yes, he began to explain why he has been there beside the pool of Bethesda far longer than was necessary. He had no helper. But behold a more and a greater than an helper has come on the scene. Which greater helper can be found apart from Jesus? When there are no earthly helpers, heaven will respond to help you as in this man’s case (Psalm 60:11,12; 108:12,13; 27:10; 118:6; 2 Timothy 4:16,17; Hebrews 13:6).

This man did not recognise Jesus (John 5:13). The healer was by him and yet he was focused on the means of healing – the pool of Bethesda.

The pool of Bethesda or the river Jordan has no healing virtue resident in it. God is the source of healing, the water only serves as a means (2 Kings 5:10-14).

DIVINE QUICKENING

John 5:8,9; 11:43,44; 12:1; 2:5; Luke 4:18-21; 11:28; Isaiah 61:1-3; Acts 10:38; 2:22; Genesis 41:55; Acts 27:25; Ephesians 2:1-3; Psalm 85:6

Jesus ignored the man’s long story telling, told him “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk” (John 5:8). There was an instantaneous quickening: “And IMMEDIATELY the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked” (John 5:9). 

Christ came to quicken the dead, heal the sick, set the captives free. He is still in this business even today (John 11:43,44; 12:1; Luke 4:18-21; Isaiah 61:1-3; Acts 10:38; 2:22).

The man did what Christ told him to do. God never tells us to do what He knows we cannot do or that He cannot empower us to do. Whatever He saith unto you, do it! (John 2:5; Genesis 41:55; Luke 11:28; Acts 27:25; Ephesians 2:1-3; Psalm 85:6).

DEMONIC QUENCHING

John 5:9,10,16; 9:14, 12:10,11; Luke 13:10-16; 14:1-5; 6:6-11; Matthew 10:12-14; Mark 1:21-27; 3:1-6

This man was healed on the Sabbath (John 5:9). What better day to be healed than God’s own day. The reaction of the Jews was ackward, callous, wicked, insensitive and inconsiderate: “It is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed” (John 5:10). But it is lawful for the bed to carry him! It is not lawful for him to enjoy healing on the sabbath day, but to be bound and bedridden is alright. What a selfishness on their part! Rather than rejoice with him that 38 years of infirmity was over, they were picking quarrels with him for carrying a bed on the sabbath day.

This is the usual action of agents of the devil. They always want to quench God’s mercies and frustrate God’s grace in other people’s lives (Luke 13:10-16; 14:1-5; 6:6-11; John 9:14; 5:16; Matthew 10:12-14; Mark 1:21-27; 3:1-6).

Satan always raises agents who like to destroy God’s work in people’s lives. A recently resurrected Lazarus must be killed again because of aiding Jesus’ popularity (John 12:10,11).

