WHO IS THIS GIANT?

1 Samuel 17:1-54

Our response to this question shows our perception of the situation and it will determine the way we handle the circumstance. It will determine whether ours will be the reaction of fear or the response of faith, whether the outcome of the battle will be defeat or victory, whether our emotional state will be one of intimidation or courage.

Your perception of the problem(s) confronting you will determine your state of mind, your treatment of the problem and the result you obtain. Here we have the glorious example of David to follow. To him Goliath was not really a champion, but a mere Philistine, an uncircumcised Philistine at that who at first can be likened to a lion or a bear about to meet its end or more accurately like a dog about to be torn to pieces to feed the birds of the air. His perception turned the battle in his favour. Go and do thou likewise.

REPORT OF THE FEARFUL

1 Samuel 17:3-8,11,23-25,33; 2 Kings 6:15-17; Ephesians 6:10-17; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Numbers 13:30-33; 14:1-4 

Fear always produces an exaggerated report of any situation. Even Goliath saw himself as a mere Philistine (1 Samuel 17:8), however the fearful men of Israel saw him as a CHAMPION (1 Samuel 17:4). In fact the situation degenerated further so that Goliath’s continuous, unchallenged threat made them to conclude that he was not just A champion but THE champion (1 Samuel 17:23), a man of war from his youth (1 Samuel 17:33).

The Satan-inspired words of Goliath had caused all Israel to be dismayed and greatly afraid (1 Samuel 17:11,23,24).

When the men of Israel heard Goliath’s boasting in the presence of David, their report shows the condition of their heart (1 Samuel 17:23-25): “Have ye seen this man that is come up? SURELY to defy Israel is he come up” (1 Samuel 17:25). It is like saying, this man is a terrible giant that nobody can conquer, he is a vicious monster that is intent on destroying us. We have met our doom.

Despite the glorious prize and tremendous privilege promised to whoever will dare to confront Goliath, nobody made a move. Fear had paralysed everyone of them (1 Samuel 17:25).

Fear will always see giants in the land and see himself as a helpless grasshopper (Numbers 13:30-33; 14:1-4). Fear always sees the almost impenetrable physical armour of the enemy but never remembers that the believer has the whole armour of God (1 Samuel 17:5-7; Ephesians 6:10-17; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5).

Fear can make us to cry helplessness when all around us is an invisible and invincible host (2 Kings 6:15-17). Fear always thinks because it cannot go, no other person can go (1 Samuel 17:33).

RESPONSE OF FAITH

1 Samuel 17:25-27,30,32; Numbers 13:30-33; 14:1-10; 2 Chronicles 32:7,8; 2 Samuel 10:12; Hebrews 13:5,6

When David heard what Israel had been hearing for many days, it brought forth a response of faith within him as opposed to the reaction of fear in Israel. He asked whether of a truth the prize and privilege were as declared (1 Samuel 17:25-27,30).

“Let no man’s heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine” (1 Samuel 17:32).

David brought reassurance and encouragement to everybody as faith will always do. The man of faith believes he can succeed where a whole army has failed.

David didn’t see Goliath as A or THE champion, he saw him as “this Philistine”, yea indeed as “this UNCIRCUMCISED Philistine” (1 Samuel 17:33,36,37). Just as fear DEGENERATES in its view of the situation, faith IMPROVES in its perception of the circumstance (Numbers 13:30-33; 14:1-10).

David saw that the Philistine was no different from the lion and the bear which he earlier killed. He was not an untamable giant, he will perish like a mere animal (1 Samuel 17:35,36).

The action of David made the Philistine to think that David even considered him like a dog – less than even a lion or a bear that he has said before (1 Samuel 17:43). Faith whittles down problems and mountains until they become plains.

REALITY OF THE FIGHT

1 Samuel 17:42-51; James 2:20,26; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7,8; 1 Corinthians 9:26; Ephesians 6:12,13  

Faith is not all talk and positive confession. Faith takes action. Faith without corresponding action is dead (James 2:20,26). There is a fight to fight and we must get on with it (1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7,8; 1 Corinthians 9:26; Ephesians 6:12,13).

David’s faith made preparation and advanced to face Goliath the enemy. David went not with human armour but in the name of the Lord (1 Samuel 17:42-47).

David needed only one stone to kill Goliath but he had five. Faith is always adequately prepared and never presumptuous and careless (1 Samuel 17:40,49,50). The combat was like a fleeting story. In moments it was over. David ran and aimed a sling at Goliath, released the stone from the sling and Goliath was dead! (1 Samuel 17:48-51).

As far as David was concerned, Goliath was THEIR champion and not HIS champion as other Israelites had considered him. The Philistines might see Goliath as their champion, from David’s perspective he was no champion, only a dog (1 Samuel 17:51).

RING OF FREEDOM

1 Samuel 17:52-54; 7:10-14; Joshua 6:20; Judges 3:27-30; 2 Chronicles 20:20-25; Matthew 12:29; Mark 3:27; Luke 11:21,22.

The defeat of Goliath was the end of the battle. Once the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled (1 Samuel 17:51).

There was a ring of freedom, a sense of relief, a shout of victory in the air. Israel that had been fearful and paralysed before were strengthened and arose to pursue the Philistines (1 Samuel 17:52-54).

When the strong man is bound, his supporters are weakened and they flee (Matthew 12:29; Mark 3:27; Luke 11:21,22). When the chief, controlling demon, principality is bound, all the other lesser demons are rendered useless and powerless (Mark 5:7-13).

When Jericho – a major enemy stronghold – falls, the other lesser cities are weakened and distabilised (Joshua 9:1-6).

