WHEN SATAN GOES ON HOLIDAY

Luke 4:1-13

The devil is the busiest, untiring walkabout that the world has ever known. He is always walking to and fro, up and down in the world causing confusion, unleashing oppression, bringing destruction and desolation (Job 1:6,7; 2:2; 1 Peter 5:8; Isaiah 14:16,17). He accuses believers before God DAY AND NIGHT (Revelation 12:!0). Because the devil is a spirit being, tiredness is never part of his makeup.

Though the devil is untiring, he sometimes does go on self-imposed holiday not because he is tired but this is another wicked device that he uses in his ploy to steal, kill and destroy.

However for the wise believer, the season that Satan goes on holiday can be a season of progress and achievement. We can use it to run further afield, run and gain an extra mile and be farther in our journey to fulfil our God-given call and ministry.

PILES OF DEMONIC VICTIMIZATION

Luke 4:1-13; Matthew 4:1-11; Job 1:13-19; 2:7-10; Genesis 39:7-20; 26:14-28; Judges 16:5-21; Isaiah 59:19.

The temptations of Jesus present us with many lessons about the activities and strategies of the devil. The devil brought three powerful temptations to Christ all in one row (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13).

This is the method the devil has always been employing and still uses today. One serious calamity after another befell Job all in the space of one day (Job 1:13-19).

When strong temptations come, they are easier to resist when they are spaced apart. However when they come in rapid succession as well as with increasing severity, the resistance of most people can break down and they succumb (Genesis 39:7-20; Judges 16:5-21). Consider the DAILY pestering and pressure that Potiphar’s wife exerted on Joseph as well as its increasing severity (Genesis 39:10-12). Consider the DAILY harassment and pressure that Delilah exerted on Samson until Samson’s resistance broke down (Judges 16:16-18). This is the main reason why Satan tries to pile high his temptations. He always comes like a furious flood ready to sweep away everything and everyone in its path but thank God that the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer lifts up a standard against the enemy (Isaiah 59:19).

Consider the series of satanic opposition and the demonic victimization that Isaac faced in Gerar as well as their increasing severity (Genesis 26:14-28).

PURPOSES OF THE DECEPTIVE VACATION

Luke 4:13; Matthew 4:11; Judges 16:1-20; 1 Kings 20:22-20; 2 Samuel 5:20,22; 2 Kings 6:8-17; Revelation 12:!2-17

After the three temptations of Jesus, it is recorded that “And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from Him FOR A SEASON” (Luke 4:13). It is not a permanent departure, it is a temporary vacation, yea, a deceptive holiday!

When the devil has come with his series of temptations but we have been victorious, when we have been through all his assault without yielding ground, he goes on a temporary vacation. The deceptive holiday has two main purposes:

(1) To lull the believer to a false sense of ease and comfort

Things suddenly become so easy that the believer thinks the devil is gone for good. He does not remember that Satan’s departure is only “FOR A SEASON”. Many believers are lulled to slumber and sleep. Bible reading becomes a forgotten activity. Praying flies out of the window, Missing night vigil does not seem to bother us greatly. Absence from church meetings is dismissed with a shrug of the shoulder. The devil is on a deceptive holiday when things are going on so well without prayer, quiet time, struggle, etc. However the devil’s strategy is similar to the one described in the scriptures: “For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then SUDDEN destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape”(1 Thessalonians 5:3).

(2) To replenish his ammunition and return with more destruction

When the devil has fired all his fiery darts and we have quenched them with the shield of faith (Ephesians 6:16), he goes on temporary vacation in order to rethink his strategies, develop new traps and temptations, reload his guns and replenish his armoury and then return with a great vengeance (Judges 16:1-20; 1 Kings 20:22-20; 2 Samuel 5:20,22; 2 Kings 6:8-17; Revelation 12:!2-17).

The devil can only steal, kill and destroy (John 10:10). He can only return from his deceptive holiday to do more damage and unleash more destruction (John 8:44).

PRESSING ON TO DECISIVE VICTORY

Luke 4:13; Matthew 4:11; 1 Kings 20:22; Judges 16:1-3; 1 Kings 20:22; 2 Samuel 5:16-25; 1 Samuel 30:16-20; Isaiah 40:31; Revelation 12:12-17; 

When Satan has gone on a deceptive holiday with hidden agenda, we need not be deceived. We can also implement an heaven-sent plan. The season that Satan goes on holiday should be the season to run and gain an extra mile. It should be a season to wait on the Lord and renew your strength (Isaiah 40:31). By the time Satan returns from his deceptive holiday with fury, you are ready to mount up with wings as the eagle and escape from the destruction of the great dragon (Revelation 12:12-17).

The season of Satan’s deceptive vacation is the season to press on to decisive victory (1 Samuel 30:16-20). This is the time to pray more for greater breakthroughs, read the Bible more to discover more promises. This is the time to receive fresh fire and anointing from heaven. This is the time to receive angelic ministration (Matthew 4:11).

