WHEN GOD ARISES

God is an extremely organized and purposeful being. He never acts or moves without a reason or without achieving results. When God arises, the occasion has called for it and we can be sure that something will happen (Psalm 74:22,23; Isaiah 1:24).

When God arises, whatever needs to be shaken will be shaken, whatever needs to be silenced will be silenced (Isaiah 6:1-4). When God arises, His enemies are battered, shattered and scattered (Psalm 68:1,2; Numbers 10:33,34).

When God arises, He creates a way in the wilderness for His people as well as rivers in the desert for them. He bulldozes the jungle to create for His people a highway of holiness.

When God arises, the days of bondage are numbered, a new era of liberty and freedom is about to begin.

EXAMPLES IN SCRIPTURE

Genesis 11:8,9; 19:28,29; 31:24,29; Exodus 3:7-10; 15:6-12; Numbers 25:10-13,25; 2 Chronicles 20:1-3,22-25; Daniel 3:19-30; 6:4,16-28; Acts 8:1; 9:1,31.

Examples abound in scripture that practically illustrates moments when God arose. He arose to:

1. Quench the rebellion in Babel (Genesis 11:8,9)

2. Reduce Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes (Genesis 19:28,29)

3. Defend Jacob against oppressive and callous Laban (Genesis 31:24,29)

4. Deliver Israel from cruel and inhuman Egyptian bondage (Exodus 3:7-10; 15:6-12)

5. Scatter and destroy the enemies of Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles 20:1-3,22-25)

6. Scatter the cooperating efforts of Baalam and Balak (Numbers 25:10-13,25)

7. Fight and subdue Syria in Ahab’s time (1 Kings 20:13,20,28-30) 

8. Defend Mordecai against the sinister plans of Haman (Esther 6:12-14; 7:8-10)

9. Protect the three Hebrew children in the fire of persecution and Daniel in the lion’s den (Daniel 3:19-30; 6:4,16-28).

10. Defend Jerusalem against the invasion of Sennacherib (2 Chronicles 32:1-22)

11. Defend believers against the fiery persecution of Saul of Tarsus (Acts 8:1; 9:1,31)

ENEMIES ARE SCATTERED

Genesis 11:8,9; 18:20,21; 19:28,29; Numbers 22:9-21; 24:10-13,25; 2 Chronicles 1-3,22-25; Deuteronomy 28:7; Isaiah 54:15,17.

Many times, man can be disobedient and rebellious doing contrary to God’s mandate and yet apparently prospering (Psalm 73:2-20). However when God arises as at in Babel, He puts an end to man’s foolish ambition and rebellious agenda and scatters them (Genesis 11:8,9).

Sodom and Gomorrah can be complacent, self-sufficient, extremely sinful and arrogant not minding God or “religion”. But when God arises, they are reduced to ashes (Genesis 18:20,21; 19:28,29).

Pharaoh may oppress and afflict as if there is no God. However when God arises, Pharaoh is humbled, Egypt’s economy is shattered through the plagues, the health of the nation is battered, their mighty men of valour drown in the Red Sea and all their hopes of progress through Jewish slave labour are completely dashed to pieces and scattered (Exodus 5:2; 12:30,31; 15:4-12).

When enemies gather together and in unison face God’s people like Baalam and Balak. When God arises, confusion sets in between them, they are always scattered (Numbers 22:9-21; 24:10-13,25; 2 Chronicles 1-3,22-25; Deuteronomy 28:7; Isaiah 54:15,17).

EXPERIENCE OF SAINTS

Judges 5:31; Exodus 3:7-10; 15:9-12; Genesis 31:24,29; Numbers 24:10-13,25; 2 Chronicles 20:1-3,22-25; 1 Samuel 23:25-29; Psalm 12:2-5; 68:1,2; Acts 8:1; 9:1,31.

When God arises, the enemies are battered, shattered and scattered. However God doesn’t do this just for the fun of it and for its own sake. The purpose behind it is to bless our lives.

1. When the enemies perish, the cloud covering our glory lifts. We begin to shine as bright as the sun in its fulness (Judges 5:31).

2. When God arises on our behalf, peace is always the resulting consequence (Judges 5:31; Acts 8:1; 9:1,31).

3. When God arises, the stubborn pursuer is either destroyed or silenced and we begin to enjoy our God-given rest and provision (Exodus 15:9-12; Genesis 31:24,29).

4. When God arises, He sets confusion in the midst of the enemy and this enables us to run and gain an extra mile (Numbers 24:10-13,25; 2 Chronicles 20:1-3,22-25).

5. When God arises, He keeps the enemy busy by giving him other assignments so that we can escape and run further afield (1 Samuel 23:25-29).

6. When God arises, every captivity, sorrow, oppression, affliction, tear, bondage, misery ends, liberty, freedom and dominion begins (Exodus 3:7-10)

7. When God arises, He sets His people in safety and protects them from the harassment of the enemy (Psalm 12:2-5).

ESSENCE OF OUR SUPPLICATION

Psalm 68:1,2; 37:20; 126:1,4; Job 42:10-12; Numbers 10:35; Exodus 15:6-12; Judges 5:31; Deuteronomy 32:41,42; 28:7; Genesis 19:28,29; 31:24,29; Matthew 27:19

Now that we know what happens when God arises, what should be the essence of our supplication, the content of our prayer? Our praying should incorporate the following:

1. Arise O Lord, let your enemies be battered, shattered and scattered (Psalm 68:1; Numbers 10:35; Exodus 15:6,7; Judges 5:31).

2. Arise O Lord, let them that hate thee flee before thee  (Psalm 68:1; Numbers 10:35; Deuteronomy 32:41,42).

3. Arise O Lord, drive away the enemy like wind drives away smoke (Psalm 68:2).

4. Arise O Lord, increase the temperature of the stubborn pursuer and melt them like wax in the fire (Psalm 68:2; Exodus 15:9,10,12).

5. Arise O Lord, reduce the confidence, pride and arrogance of the enemy to ashes as you did to Sodom and Gomorrah (Psalm 68:2; 37:20; Genesis 19:28,29).

6. Arise O Lord, let the enemy go up in smoke like the fat of the lamb offered in burnt offering (Psalm 37:20).

7. Arise O Lord, and cause every enemy that rises against me to be smitten and scattered seven ways (Deuteronomy 28:7).

8. Arise O Lord, and put an end to my bondage, misery, tears, captivity, sorrow, oppression, affliction etc. (Exodus 3:7-10).

9. Arise O Lord, turn my captivity like the streams in the south (Psalm 126:1,4; Job 42:10-12).

10. Arise O Lord, deal with my enemies with dreams (Genesis 31:24,29; Matthew 27:19).

