WAKING UP THE SLEEPING GIANT
Isaiah 52:1-3

“Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion” (Isaiah 52:1). It is evident that the entity addressed here is sleeping. Zion in her full strength is an amazing and wonderful entity – a giant of sorts. However, now she is languishing in the dust and is downtrodden by her enemies.

When a giant is asleep, his potential cannot be realized, his strength lies dormant. Whenever Samson was asleep, the Philistines could mess around. However, when Samson awakes out of his sleep, “puts on his strength” so to say, things begin to happen (Judges 16:9,12,14,20).

Zion here was the sleeping giant and God was waking up the sleeping giant so that she can rise to exercise herself, regain her lost glory, put on her beautiful garments and escape from degrading captivity.

Many believers are like sleeping giants. The anointing of the Lord in their lives is dormant. The power of the Lord is inactive. The prophetic word in their mouth is unspoken. They lie in the dust, bowed down, trodden underfoot by the enemy and yet they have the capacity to tread upon serpents and scorpions if only they will awake out of their slumber and sleep.

DIVINE CALL TO THE VIOLATED

Isaiah 52:1; 60:1-3; 1 Samuel 17:26,10; 31:4; Judges 16:9,12,14,20; Ephesians 5:14; 6:12-18; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5. 
“Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion … for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean” (Isaiah 52:1).

Zion is referred to in the scriptures as the holy city (Daniel 9:24; Revelation 11:2; Zechariah 14:16-21). For the uncircumcised to come into Zion is to violate the sanctity and holiness of the city. It is to defy the God of the armies of Israel as Goliath did in Saul’s time (1 Samuel 17:26,10). For the uncircumcised to come into Zion and trod it underfoot is to abuse Zion (1 Samuel 31:4). For the unclean to come into Zion is to pollute and defile the holy city. The uncircumcised and the unclean coming into Zion is tantamount to profaning the holy city (Ezekiel 25:3; 22:26; Leviticus 19:8). However, God now called upon Zion to wake up and stop the violation. Henceforth, no more violation from the uncircumcised and the unclean.
Has the Devil violated your freedom, defiled and polluted your life? Does the Devil have free access into your life? Does he come into your life at will?

Awake, awake, put on thy strength! Enough of the violation and the oppression of the Devil! Henceforth there shall no more come into thee the Devil and his cohorts!

Awake out of your spiritual slumber. Wake up from your spiritual sleep. Put on the whole armour of God and get ready for a showdown with the Devil (Ephesians 6:12-18). Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might and pull down satanic strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:3-5).

DIVINE CHARGE TO THE VICTIM

Isaiah 52:2; 60:1-3; Ephesians 5:14; 6:12-18; Luke 10:19; Matthew 11:12; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Acts 28:3-5
“Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion” (Isaiah 52:2).

This is a divine charge to the victim. This is not the time for self pity. Shake thyself from the dust! This is not the time to wait for what God will do. He has already empowered you to act (Luke 10:19). Shake thyself from the dust! This is not the time to solicit the help of prayer warriors. Shake thyself from the dust! This is not the time to call the pastor on the telephone. Shake thyself from the dust!
Shaking yourself from the dust requires determined, radical action. The Devil will not want you to arise. The Devil loves it for you to be wallowing in the dust. However, God’s Kingdom suffers violence and the violent take it by force (Matthew 11:12). Shake thyself from the dust!

Shake yourself from the dust of defeat, demotion, disappointments, discouragement, despondency, depression. Shake yourself from the dust of self pity, sadness and sorrow. Shake yourself from the dust of poverty and insufficiency, weakness and sickness, retardation and retrogression, oppression and affliction.

Shake thyself from the dust whether the Devil likes it or not. Arise, sit down, loose thyself from the chains of oppression whether Satan approves or not.

The bands of the neck refer to the chains by which conquered people were led into captivity. They were usually chained and linked together in long lines until they reached their destination where they were sent into slavery as rowers on one of the fleet of Roman war ships, sold in the slave market or otherwise disposed.

Loose thyself from the bands of thy neck. No more violation and victimization. Loose thyself from the bands of the neck, the chains of the hands, the fetters of the leg, the bondage of the will, the slavery of the mind.

Obey the divine charge. Respond to the divine summons O captive child of God! This is a do-it-yourself deliverance session. Shake thyself from the dust, loose thyself from the bands of thy neck. Shake the chains of the Devil off your neck. Shake the viper into the fire! (Acts 28:3-5).

DIVINE COMMITMENT TO OUR VICTORY

Isaiah 52:3; 49:24-26; 61:1-3; Jeremiah 50:33,34; 31:11; Luke 1:73-75; 13:10-17; Acts 10:38; 1 John 3:8
“For thus saith the Lord, ye have sold yourselves for nought; and ye shall be redeemed without money” (Isaiah 52:3).
God is committed to the freedom of His people. He is bent on redeeming the victim and the captive from the slave market of sin and the oppressive prison of the Devil.
They became captives without a price being paid for them, so they will be liberated without money being paid for them. If they sold themselves for a price, then a ransom could be paid to redeem them back (1 Peter 1:18).

Freely the Devil imprisoned you, freely will Christ set you free. The Devil paid no fee for enslaving you and Christ will pay no ransom for setting you free. He will contend with those who contend with you (Isaiah 49:24-26).

