VICTORY OVER HOUSEHOLD WICKEDNESS

The family was God’s first institution where man is supposed to find comfort, alleviate his loneliness and enjoy partnership, preservation, protection and uncommon productivity (Genesis 2:18; Psalm 68:6).

However after the fall, the devil has turned the tables upside down and the household has been turned many times into a den of wickedness rather than a cradle of comfort. Hatred grows unaided like weeds where love ought to bloom like roses. Fathers sacrifice their children on demonic altars (2 Kings 3:27), mothers eat their children (2 Kings 6:25-30), sons kill their fathers (2 Kings 19:36,37), uncles afflict and oppress (Genesis 29:25,26; 31:24,29,36-42), etc.

The extended family and even very close friends are meant to be able to support us in times of adversity, to be an oasis in the barren desert (Proverbs 17:17; 18:24). But the contemporary experience is many times no different from that of the Psalmist: “Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me” (Psalm 41:9).

It is an ancient truth and it is a possibility today that “a man’s enemies are the men of his own house” (Micah 7:6; Matthew 10:21,36).

REALITY OF HOUSEHOLD WICKEDNESS

Genesis 4:8-11,25; 37:18-36; 29:25,26; 31:24,29,36,38-42; Judges 16:5-21; 9:1-5; 1 Samuel 23:1-5,10-13; 2 Kings 8:8-15; 3:26,27; 6:25-31; 2 Chronicles 33:6; 32:21; 2 Samuel 4:2,5-12; 

From the very beginning of the human race, household wickedness has been a constant reality – Cain killed his brother Abel (Genesis 4:8-11,25). Other examples abound in the scriptures that drive home the reality of household wickedness either in the nuclear or the extended family:

(1) Cain killed his brother Abel (Genesis 4:8-11,25).

(2) Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery (Genesis 37:18-36).

(3) Delilah (the wife of Samson) sold Samson into the hands of the enemy (Judges 16:5-21).

(4) The people of Keilah were to hand David over to Saul (1 Samuel 23:1-5,10-13).

(5) Benhadad was murdered by Hazael – his very close and trusted assistant (2 Kings 8:8-15).

(6) The king of Moab sacrificed his eldest son (2 Kings 3:26,27).

(7) Parents boiled their sons for food (2 Kings 6:25-31).

(8) Manasseh made his sons to pass through fire (2 Chronicles 33:6).

(9) Ishbosheth was slain by close and trusted aides who pretended to be getting wheat (2 Samuel 4:2,5-12).

(10) Laban though Jacob’s uncle greatly oppressed Jacob (Genesis 29:25,26; 31:24,29,36,38-42).

(11) Sennacherib was slain by his two sons (2 Chronicles 32:21; 2 Kings 19:36,37; Isaiah 37:7,37,38).

(12) Christ’s critics were those of His immediate nuclear family (John 7:3-8).

(13) The Jews handed Jesus over to the Gentiles for crucifixion (John 19:14,15; Acts 2:22-24; 3:13-15).

(14) Abimelech killed his 70 brothers (Judges 9:1-5).

RESULTS OF HOUSEHOLD WICKEDNESS

Genesis 4:8-11,25; 37:18-36; 29:25,26; 31:24,29,36,38-42; Judges 16:5-21; 9:1-5; 1 Samuel 23:1-5,10-13; 2 Kings 8:8-15; 3:26,27; 6:25-31; 2 Chronicles 33:6; 32:21; 2 Samuel 4:2,5-12; 

The results of household wickedness are very devastating in general. In specific terms they include:

(1) Mysterious and bizarre deaths (Genesis 4:8-11,25; 2 Kings 8:8-15; 6:25-31; 3:26,27; 19:36,37; 2 Samuel 4:2,5-12; 2 Chronicles 33:6).

Mysterious deaths of brothers and sisters, sons and daughters, fathers and mothers in the household are often times the handiwork of household enemies. They systematically eliminate family members that they hate or that they think pose a threat to their existence and activities.

(2) Evil handing over to the outside enemy (Judges 15:9-13; 16:5-21; 1 Samuel 23:10-13).

It takes an insider to know many relevant details of our life and movement. The inside enemy in the household is often times responsible for handing us over to the outside enemy.

(3) Terrible affliction and unbearable oppression (Genesis 29:25,26; 31:24,29,36,38-42).

They bring affliction and oppression in all sorts of shapes and from every conceivable angle – career, marriage, finances, health, dreams, etc.

(4) Banishment into perpetual slavery (Genesis 37:18-36).

Joseph’s brothers were responsible for the hardship he went through in Egypt. The purpose of the household enemies is to banish him into perpetual slavery. It was said of Joseph: “The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him” (Genesis 49:23) and “Joseph, who was sold for a servant: whose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron” (Psalm 105:17,18).

Household enemies are dream killers, they stifle aspirations, they frustrate the ambitious and they specialise in turning beauty to ashes.

(5) Criticism, persecution and ultimate destruction of God’s plan for a person’s life (Genesis 37:18-36; John 7:3-8).

(6) Holding back progress and keeping people in abject poverty and perpetual want or lack (Genesis 29:25,26; 31:24,29,36,38-42).

(7) Holding people in bondage (hands bound and feet in fetters) (Psalm 68:6; 105:17,18).

ROOTING OUT HOUSEHOLD WICKEDNESS

Matthew 15:13; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Jeremiah 1:10; Isaiah 54:17; 49:24-26; 1 Samuel 19:10-18; Psalm 142:7; 107:12,13,20; Zechariah 3:1-4; Jeremiah 50:33,34.

Many people fall victims of household wickedness because they ABSOLUTELY trust family members. Men are still men at their very best. The devil can manipulate them to destroy us. Only God can be absolutely trusted. Never put your confidence in men, be they princes! (Psalm 118:8,9; Proverbs 3:4-6; Micah 7:5,6).

If David absolutely trusted the people of Keilah, he would never have prayed and he would have been handed over to Saul. That would have meant premature, untimely death for him (1 Samuel 23:1-5,10-13). Samson absolutely trusted his people and his wife and on two different occasions, they handed him over to his enemies (Judges 9:15-23; 16:5-21).

(1) Pull down, destroy, root out every organised strategy of household wickedness in your life in Jesus’ name (2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Jeremiah 1:8-10; Matthew 15:13).

(2) Condemn every household tongue that rises against you (Isaiah 54:17).

(3) Pray that the Lord will bring your soul out of every household prison in Jesus’ name (Psalm 142:7; 107:12,13,20).

(4) Pray that the Lord will make you invincible to every device of household enemies (Isaiah 54:17; 1 Samuel 19:10-18).

(5) That God will contend with every household enemy that contends with you and overpower them (Isaiah 49:24-26; Zechariah 3:1-4; Jeremiah 50:33,34).

