THE HOUSE OF PRAYER

Just as men have houses, so also God has His house. Just as men do not just build to satisfy curiosity or for fun, God also has a purpose for His house as well. God’s house is a house of prayer for ALL people (Isaiah 56:7; 2 Chronicles 7:12-16). ALL are invited and ALL can come.

God is the one who answers prayer and unto Him shall ALL flesh come (Psalm 65:2; 66:4; 22:27). Where best can we pray unto God other than His house which He has deliberately called “the house of prayer”? What a glorious privilege is ours!

DIVINE PURPOSE FOR THE CHURCH

Isaiah 56:7; Matthew 21:13; Mark 11:17; Luke 19:46; Psalm 65:2; Acts 16:16; 12:5,12; 2:42; 3:1; 4:24,31; 1:14.

God’s purpose for the church (the people of God) is that they should be a praying people (Psalm 65:2). God expects individual believers to pray (James 1:5-8; 5:13). However God expects us to pray as a corporate body as well. There is a place for corporate fellowship, worship and prayer (Hebrews 10:25; Acts 1:14). As a result God has designated a place that He has called His house for this purpose. In the Old Testament, it was the temple. In our contemporary time it is the church building.

God’s house is the house of prayer (Isaiah 56:7; Matthew 21:13; Mark 11:17; Luke 19:46). It is a house of prayer for ALL people (Isaiah 56:7). However it is sad that not all come to pray. SOME come with hidden ungodly agendas! (Luke 19:47,48; Mark 11:18; Matthew 21:15,16).

DISHEARTENING PERVERSION OF THE CARNAL

John 2:13-17; Jeremiah 7:2,11; Matthew 21:12,13; Mark 11:15-17; Luke 19:45,46; 1 Samuel 12-17,22-25; Judges 21:19-23.

God has designated His house to be a house of prayer for ALL people (Isaiah 56:7; Matthew 21:13; Mark 11:17; Luke 19:46). However the carnal and the godless have changed God’ purpose and design for His house and turned it into quite another thing.

The house of prayer has been changed into a house of merchandise, a den of thieves and a cave of robbers.  The temple was changed into a market (buying and selling was going on), financial house (foreign exchange transactions), short cut passage for transporting vessels from one place to the other (John 2:13-17; Jeremiah 7:2,11; Matthew 21:12,13; Mark 11:15-17; Luke 19:45,46).

Eli’s children turned God’s house into a den of thieves and adulterers (1 Samuel 12-17,22-25) and the people of Israel turned the annual feast of the Lord into woman-snatching function (Judges 21:19-23).

What a disheartening perversion of carnal man! God saw it in the Old Testament (Jeremiah 7:11) and Jesus saw it in the New Testament (John 2:13-15; Matthew 21:12,13). If the Lord were to visit our local church today, what will He see -–a house of prayer or a den of thieves?

DISTINCTIVE PURIFICATION BY CHRIST

Matthew 21:12-14; Mark 11:15-19; Luke 19:45-48; John 2:13-17; Jeremiah 7:11; Genesis 33:18-20; 35:1-10; 1 Kings 18:19-46; 1 Samuel 7:3-14.

Christ came to restore God’s original purpose and design. God intended that men should have an unbroken fellowship and communion with Him. However sin ended this arrangement at the fall of man. However Christ came to reconcile sinful man unto God and restore the fellowship.

God made His house the house of prayer but man has changed it into a house of merchandise (John 2:13-15) and a den of thieves (Matthew 21:12,13; Mark 11:15-17; Luke 19:45,46; Jeremiah 7:11). Christ came to restore the house of God back to its original purpose and design – a place of prayer, praise and worship.

The first thing to do is to eliminate the buying and selling, drive out those polluting the house of God if they are not ready to abandon their evil ways, cleanse the house of God and make it ready for divine worship. This is what Christ did! 

We can not truly pray in a polluted environment, defiled building and a self-engineered altar and expect God to answer us (Genesis 33:18-20; 35:1-10; 1 Kings 18:19-46; 1 Samuel 7:3-14).

DIVINE PATH TO CONQUEST

Isaiah 56:7; John 16:24; Matthew 21:14-16; Luke 19:47,48; Genesis 35:1-10; 1 Kings 18:19-46; 1 Samuel 7:3-14; 2 Chronicles 7:12-16.

God has decided to put His presence in His house and to bless us. When God’s house has been cleansed, the channel is open for effective worship and prayer (Jeremiah 7:2).

In such a cleansed and holy place, prayer will be answered and we will experience tremendous joy (Isaiah 56:7; John 16:24).

Following the cleansing of the temple, acceptable praise and worship followed, healing and deliverance were granted and many wonderful things happened (Matthew 21:14-16), effective and fruitful teaching was the order of the day (Luke 19:47,48).

When Jacob raised up a holy, God-directed altar, there was divine visitation (Genesis 35:1-10). When the prophets of Baal were eliminated and the broken altar repaired, the rain came (1 Kings 18:19-46). When Israel repented, prayer was answered (1 Samuel 7:3-14). If God’s people will follow this pattern, there will be answered prayer every time (2 Chronicles 7:12-16).

When the distractions of merchandise, the noise and the din of the marketplace, the confusion and commotion of the money exchange have all been eliminated, there will be a peaceful and serene atmosphere where the heart can pray effectively and miracles will follow, prayer will be answered. This is the divine path to conquest.

