THE HINDERER
1 Thessalonians 2:18; Romans 15:22
Hindrance is an obstruction to the accomplishment of a goal or objective (Genesis 24:56; Numbers 20:16). A person that serves as an obstruction to the fulfillment of a dream is called an hinderer.

Satan has never given support to any righteous cause and will never do so. Hindrance is his stock in trade. He executes it with perfect determination and hatred against God. He is diametrically opposed to every move of God and opposes everything that will bring God glory or bring blessings to mankind.

Ignorance of this aspect of Satan’s operations will cause us to be trying to find solutions where none exists. If we never discern Satan at work in an area of our life, we can be seeking natural help rather than go after supernatural solutions.
ANCIENT TYPES OF THE HINDERER

Nehemiah 4:7,8; 2:19; 6:9-14; Matthew 13:24-30; Genesis 3:1-24; Galatians 5:7; Exodus 5:1-8
There are many types of hinderer in the Old Testament of which Satan is the antitype. The most vivid is Sanballat and his colleagues who were determined to hinder Nehemiah from rebuilding the broken walls of Jerusalem and restoring the city to its former glory and removing reproach from the life of the people. Sanballat used every tactic from ridicule, threats to physical violence to get the job done (Nehemiah 4:7,8; 2:19).

The name Sanballat means “The enemy in secret”. How true and significant. They worked in the background and used the Jews to hinder the work (Nehemiah 6:9-14).

Satan loves to work in secret, “in the night while men slept” so that people will never be suspicious of his involvement. He likes to work unnoticed, undetected. People can be chasing other solutions while he continues his relentless wreaking of havoc (Matthew 13:24-30).

Satan hindered Adam and Eve from enjoying fellowship with God. He also hindered them from enjoying the garden of Eden – God’s provision for them (Genesis 3:1-24). Satan hinders people from obeying the truth (Galatians 5:7).
Pharaoh was an hinderer not wanting Israel to enjoy their God-apportioned liberty (Exodus 5:1-8).
ABIDING TRUTH OF THE HINDERER

Luke 11:52; Mark 4:14,15; Acts 13:6-13; Romans 1:11; 15:21-24,29; 1 Thessalonians 2:18
The Jewish lawyers held the key of knowledge. However, they locked people away from gaining entrance into eternal life. Christ called them hinderers (Luke 11:52). They were Satan’s tool. They were the manifestation of Satan the Hinderer who does not want people to be saved in the flesh.

Satan hinders the growth of the word. When the word is sown in people’s heart, he comes immediately to uproot it so that it has no chances of taking root talk less of growing and budding to bring an harvest (Mark 4:14,15).

Elymas, Bar Jesus was Satan’s tool intending to turn Sergius Paulus away from the truth (Acts 13:6-13).

Paul the apostle was to impart spiritual gifts unto people to the intent that they can be established and be perfected. Satan will rigorously hinder such venture (Romans 1:11; 15:21-24,29; 1 Thessalonians 2:18).

ABIDING TRIUMPH OVER THE HINDERER

Acts 26:18; Colossians 1:13,14; Nehemiah 4:6; 6:15; Exodus 12:1-51; Romans 8:31,37; Psalm 118:6; Hebrews 13:5,6
We cannot stop the Devil from carrying on his work of hindrance. However, we can triumph over him. Despite hindering people from getting saved, we can still open the door of faith to people to enter life eternal (Acts 26:18; Colossians 1:13,14). Despite Satanic hindrance, people like Damaris and Dionysius will still get saved (Acts 17:32-34).
Despite his deadly opposition to the rebuilding of Jerusalem and its people, Nehemiah still accomplished the task in record time. So can we (Nehemiah 4:6; 6:15).

Despite Pharaoh’s refusal to grant Israel the sought liberty, they still obtained it (Exodus 12:1-51).

In all these we are more than conquerors (Romans 8:37). If God be for us, not even Satan can hinder us (Romans 8:31; Psalm 118:6; Hebrews 13:5,6).

