THE GREAT SHOUT AND THE SEVENTH DIP
Joshua 6:1-20; 2 Kings 5:1-20

There is a process that leads to a miracle. However every miracle has a defining moment. This is the climax when the miracle happens. It is the moment when the spectacular happens, when the gathering clouds burst forth in rain, when our dynamic prayers result in breakthrough, when the Red Sea is parted and Jordan divides, when the death knell of the enemy is sounded and sorrows are wiped away.
For Israel, this happened at the great shout. For Naaman, this happened at the seventh dip. For Elijah, this happened at the seventh period of intercession.

The climax can never be reached without going through the process. The process will be a waste if we never got to the climax. The journey is as important as the destination. The process that leads to the miracle is as important as the defining moment of the miracle.

The defining moment of the miracle is when the potential victory becomes a practical reality, when the expected miracle becomes an experienced miracle, when the anticipated miracle becomes an abiding miracle, when the divine promise becomes a divine performance.

DIVINE MESSAGE FOR A MIRACLE

Joshua 6:1-20; 2 Kings 5:1-20; John 2:1-11; 9:6-11; 2 Chronicles 20:20-25; Exodus17:5,6; Numbers 20:8-11; Mark 3:5; Luke 17:14.
“And the Lord said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour” (Joshua 6:2).

Even before Joshua lifted a finger against Jericho, the victory was already assured. As far as God was concerned, it was an accomplished fact and a feat – “I have given” - what a glorious information and revelation.

God now gave Joshua detailed instructions of what to do to make the potential victory a practical reality. They were to compass the city round about, once a day for six days and seven times on the seventh day. The procession, the march, the arrangement of the people, the trumpets and the shouts were to be according to divine direction. Full details of the path to victory were highlighted (Joshua 6:3-21).

Naaman’s healing was preceded by instruction. He was to go and dip seven times in River Jordan. To dip in Abana and Pharpar rivers of Damascus will bring no miracle (2 Kings 5:1-20).

Every miracle is preceded by a message or instructions of what to do. Fill the waterpots and draw (John 2:1-11). Appoint singers to sing the beauty of holiness (2 Chronicles 20:20-25). Go wash in the pool of Siloam (John 9:6-11). Go and shew yourselves to the priest (Luke 17:14). Strike the rock or speak to the rock and water will come out (Exodus17:5,6; Numbers 20:8-11). Stretch forth your arm (Mark 3:5).
If we will heed the divine message and act on it, a miracle is on the way.

DYNAMIC MOTIVATION FOR THE MISSION

Joshua 6:6-20; 2 Kings 5:10-14; 1 Kings 18:41-45; John 2:1-11; Luke 17:14-17; 18:1-8; Galatians 6:9; 2 Chronicles 15:7.
Going round the walls of Jericho once a day for six days and then seven times on the seventh day requires great motivation if we are not to pack it up half way (Joshua 6:6-20). Dipping in Jordan seven times needs personal commitment and perseverance if we are not to abandon the task (2 Kings 5:10-14). Praying seven times on Mount Carmel before the appearance of the little cloud like a man’s hand requires great personal decision and dedication if we are not to grow weary and give up (1 Kings 18:41-45).

Filling the waterpots with water takes some effort and some time. Without genuine devotion and focus, we can easily be sidetracked and our energies could be directed to other channels (John 2:1-11). Going to show ourselves to the priest requires walking some distance (Luke 17:14-17).

Every miracle is a divine-human partnership. When God has spoken, it is then left for us to act on the divine message. This requires personal motivation. We need to step out in faith and stay there long enough for the miracle to happen. We need to circle the walls of Jericho long enough and many times enough for the walls to crumble. We need to dip deep and many times enough to be cleansed in Jordan. We need to pray long enough for the clouds to gather for an abundant rain. 

DEFINING MOMENT OF THE MIRACLE

Joshua 6:20,21; 2 Kings 5:14; 2:12,13; 13:14-25; 1 Kings 18:44,45; John 11:43,44; 9:7,11; Mark 5:27-34
Israel went round the walls of Jericho for thirteen times. The priests blew with a long blast. Then it was the people’s turn to shout. This was the defining moment of the miracle of crumbling walls of Jericho. The people gave a great shout and the walls fell down flat (Joshua 6:20,21).
Naaman had dipped six times in Jordan without any apparent change. However, the seventh dip was the defining moment of the healing. Following the seventh dip, he came out cleansed (2 Kings 5:14).

Elijah prayed six times and there was no gathering cloud in the horizon. However, at the seventh time, there appeared a little cloud the size of a man’s hand. It was the sign of the abundance of rain, It was the defining moment of the miracle (1 Kings 18:44,45).

The stone has been rolled away at the tomb of Lazarus but the defining moment of the miracle was when the Lord gave the word of command (John 11:43,44). The blind man that was told to go to the pool of Siloam to go and wash experienced God’s touch as he washed the clay off his eyes. This was his defining moment of the miracle (John 9:7,11).

Elisha has asked for a double portion of Elijah’s anointing. The defining moment came when Elijah threw the mantle down as he was conveyed away by the chariot of fire (2 Kings 2:12,13).
The king of Israel’s defining moment for a permanent victory over Syria came but he lost it (2 Kings 13:14-25).

The woman with the issue of blood, the defining moment for her miracle was the moment she touched the garment of Jesus (Mark 5:27-34).
