THE GREAT DRAGON
Revelation 12:1-17
Satan is likened to many kinds of animals in the Bible. He is likened to a roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8,9), a devouring foul (Matthew 13:1-23), the old serpent (Revelation 12:9) and the great dragon (Revelation 12:3,9).

He is called the great red dragon (Revelation 12:3,9). Dragons are vicious and deadly. The adjectives “great” and “red” add to the ferocious and deadly nature of Satan. In this context, he was about to devour a child that was to be born. Failing this, he decided to persecute the woman herself. Failing this as well, he decided to persecute the remnant of the woman’s seed (Revelation 12:13-17).

The great red dragon is full of great wrath and fury and looking for where and upon whom to vent this vicious anger.

If he cannot cause confusion in heaven, he has decided to make a mess of the earth. However, we as believers in Christ need to stand against Satan usurping our God-given inheritance (Psalm 115:16).

SATANIC WONDER IN HEAVEN

Revelation 12:3-17; 13:2-4,11; 16:13; 20:2; 2 Corinthians 11:1-15; Galatians 1:6-9; Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7; Zechariah 3:1-5.
There was a great wonder in heaven of a pregnant sun-clothed woman about to deliver. However there appeared another wonder in heaven – a satanic wonder this time, a great red dragon causing havoc, commotion and confusion. The dragon came to make war and wreck the peace of heaven (Revelation 12:3-12).
Satan specializes in creating an imitation, a counterfeit replacement for God’s things. He presents another Jesus, another spirit as well as another gospel (2 Corinthians 11:1-15; Galatians 1:6-9) and now he represents another wonder in heaven (Revelation 12:3).

The word “dragon” is used thirteen times in Revelation. It is a symbol of Satan (Revelation 12:3,4,7,9,13,16,17; 13:2-4,11; 16:13; 20:2).

What is Satan doing in heaven? The heaven he is not able to inherit and enjoy, he is now ready to destroy. He wanted to devour the child that was to be born. But the child was caught up unto God and to His throne. The mother was also protected in a place appointed and prepared by God (Revelation 12:4-6). Satan has always had access to heaven (Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7; Zechariah 3:1-5).
SPIRITUAL WAR IN HEAVEN

Revelation 12:7-12; Isaiah 14:12-17; Jude 9; Ephesians 6:12; Daniel 10:12,13,20,21; John 16:11; 12:31; Luke 10:18.
God’s protectionist policy for the woman and her child angered Satan all the more. He decided to make an all out war against all the inhabitants of heaven. Michael the archangel and his angels fought the dragon and his demons. Michael and his angels won the battle against the dragon and his demons. Satan was cast out of heaven following his defeat and there was celebration in heaven.

We are intimated with the spiritual weapons that were employed to win the war – the blood of the Lamb and the testimony of faith (Revelation 12:11).

The Devil has always been fighting and likes to forcefully possess that which is not his own (Jude 9). It is not only men that wrestle with principalities and powers, angels also wrestle with principalities and powers (Ephesians 6:12; Revelation 12:7,8; Daniel 10:12,13,20,21).

Satan is a fighter and he will fight anywhere whether in heaven or on earth. If he cannot devour the child in heaven, he will try to possess the body of Moses on earth. If he cannot rule heaven, he will try to usurp authority on earth. However just as Satan was defeated and cast out of heaven, so also will he be judged and cast out of the earth (Revelation 12:7-9; John 16:11; 12:31; Luke 10:18).

SERIOUS WOE TO THE HEATHEN

Revelation 12:10-12; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Malachi 3:8-12; 1 Samuel 28:1-25; 1 Chronicles 10:13,14; 2 Corinthians 2:11.
Having lost the battle in heaven, Satan descended with a great fury and wrath unto the earth. He wanted to vent his anger on the inhabitants of the earth and the sea – creatures of God. He is said to have “great wrath” and all the more because he knows that he has but a short time.

For the loud voice in heaven to declare “woe to the inhabitants of the earth and of the sea” means that this is a serious thing. It was a great warning. Don’t underestimate the Devil.

The Devil is still ranging around like a wounded bear, a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 5:8,9). Satan is a devourer (Malachi 3:8-12). However his ultimate manifestation as a devourer was his planned action to devour the child of the sun-clothed woman as a great red dragon. He failed!
Satan is no man’s friend. He has come with great wrath. Dining with the witch of Endor as Saul the king of Israel did as a way of seeking victory is to be ignorant of the devices of the Devil. The only outcome is death and destruction (1 Samuel 28:1-25; 1 Chronicles 10:13,14; 2 Corinthians 2:11). Satan is a devourer and a destroyer. Satan’s fake promises are only baits to suck the ignorant into his trap.
SOARING WINGS FOR THE HOLY

Revelation 12:14-17; Isaiah 59:19; 43:2; 40:31; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 15:57; 2 Corinthians 2:14; Mark 4:37,39.
When Satan saw that he lost the battle in heaven, he decided to fight the woman that brought forth the child. Initially, God had protected the woman in a place after she fled from the face of the dragon (Revelation 12:6). Now God gave her wings to fly into the wilderness – to a place of nourishment and protection. The dragon tried his last resort to carry the woman away with flood but the earth helped the woman by opening to swallow up the flood. The woman thus escaped the flood of the enemy. The Lord will make every resource available to us to enable us have dominion over the Devil. We will escape Satan’s sweeping flood. The Spirit of God will lift up a standard against the Devil (Isaiah 59:19).

God will grant us wings so that we can soar with wings like the eagle and fly away from the enemy’s reach (Revelation 12:14). As God provided a way of escape for this woman, He will provide a way of escape for us when Satan is after us (1 Corinthians 10:13).
The woman was contending with a great red dragon who has come with great wrath (Revelation 12:3,12). God did not just give her wings. God gave the wings of a great eagle (Revelation 12:14). Great problems demand great solutions. Great storms merit great calm (Mark 4:37,39).
The holy keeps himself and the wicked one cannot touch him (1 John 5:18). Victory over the Devil is guaranteed for the faithful believer (1 Corinthians 15:57; 2 Corinthians 2:14).
