THE FOWLER

(Psalm 91:3; 124:7; Proverbs 6:5; Hosea 9:8)
The Hebrew word for fowler is “yokesh” and it means a bird-catcher (one who catches birds by a net or other snare). Because fowlers used snares, nets, gins, bird-line, noose, etc. and usually caught their prey by trickery or baiting, “fowler” is used figuratively in the Bible to describe those who try to ensnare or entrap the innocent and the unwary and bring them to moral or spiritual ruin or physically take their life (Psalm 91:3; 124:7; Hosea 9:8).

Birds of all kinds abound in ancient Palestine, and the capture of these for food on the table or as pets in the house or for other uses (e.g. for their feathers etc.) formed the employment of many persons. These people use traps and snares of all kinds to capture their targets.

In Jeremiah 5:26, the fowler represent wicked enemies who try to destroy the godly. The devil is the classic and ultimate fowler in the world and people can fall into his snare (1 Timothy 3:7; 6:9; 2 Timothy 2:26).
ENEMY OF THE FAITHFUL SAINT

Ecclesiastes 10:8; 1 Samuel 28:9; Job 18:10; Psalm 91:3; 124:7; 119:110; 140:5; 142:3; Proverbs 6:5.
Whether the bird is caught for its meat, feathers, beek or as a pet or zoological garden piece, the fowler is never the friend of the bird. The ultimate purpose of the fowler is to rob the bird of its freedom, restrict its liberty within the confines of a cage or ultimately kill it for its meat, feathers or beek.

Although the fowler will disguise himself as a friend, entice the bird with a bait, the ultimate is to trap it in a snare. The fowler is any bird’s ultimate enemy. The bird is innocent but the fowler is crafty.

The devil operates as a fowler. Satan is the eternal enemy of the saints. He sets traps for the innocent and faithful saint. Like Haman, he digs a pit or gallow in which to hang them (Ecclesiastes 10:8; 1 Samuel 28:9; Job 18:10; Psalm 119:110; 140:5; 142:3). The devil is the ultimate fowler (Psalm 91:3; 124:7; Proverbs 6:5).

ESSENCE OF THE FOWLER’S SNARE

Psalm 140:5; 142:3; 64:5; 141:9; 119:110; 38:12; Jeremiah 18:22; 50:24; Proverbs 7:23; Ecclesiastes 9:12; Isaiah 29:21.
The essence of the fowler’s snare is to catch the innocent but unwary bird. The essence of the devil’s snare as a fowler is to catch the innocent but unwary saint and put him in captivity.

Snares are never set to be seen or obvious. They are always hidden and disguised (Psalm 140:5; 142:3; 64:5; 141:9; Jeremiah 18:22). They are set in places like the wayside that we will never suspect (Psalm 140:5). Enemies always set snares to trap the godly (Psalm 119:110; 140:5). The snare (Hebrew -- moqesh) is a noose, hook or similar device generally used as traps set to destroy the lives of men and beasts.
The enemy so beautifies the bait and meticulously hides the snare that the ignorant, unwary bird even HASTENS to the snare (Proverbs 7:23). The devil sets traps or snares to bring into captivity (Ecclesiastes 9:12; Isaiah 29:21; Jeremiah 50:24; 18:22; Psalm 38:12; 64:5).

EXAMPLES OF THE FATHER’S SHIELD

2 Kings 6:8-13; Psalm 141:9,10; 91:3; 2 Corinthians 2:11; Hosea 9:8; Matthew 7:15-23; 1 John 4:1; 2 Peter 2:1-3.
Prevention is always better than cure. It is better never to fall into the snare of the fowler than to try escaping after having fallen into it.

God has the power to shield the believer from the snare of the fowler so that we never fall into it. He has promised to deliver us from the snare of the fowler (Psalm 91:3). There are various ways God does this and examples abound in the scriptures:

(1) Revelation of the fowler’s snare

The King of Syria set traps for the King of Israel many times. However God always revealed the trap through His prophet thereby saving the King of Israel the trouble and peril of falling into the fowler’s snare (2 Kings 6:8-13; Psalm 141:9,10).

Although the fowler’s snare is so craftily hidden and disguised, God can show us where they are located so that we save ourselves from falling into them. Ignorance of the devil’s devices (e.g. snares) will enable him to get an advantage over us (2 Corinthians 2:11).

(2) Warning against false prophets

The false prophet is a snare of the fowler in ALL his ways (Hosea 9:8). With he false prophet, your money, your wife, your time, career and life are not safe. God never wants His children to go into captivity and fall into Satan’s snares. Therefore He warns them to beware of false prophets (Matthew 7:15-23; 1 John 4:1; 2 Peter 2:1-3). If we heed God’s warnings, we will escape this peculiar snare of the fowler.

ESCAPE FROM THE FOWLER’S SNARE

Proverbs 6:5; Hosea 9:8; Luke 15:11-24; Psalm 124:7; 142:7; 141:10; Acts 16:25-28.
For the unfortunate saint who has already fallen into the snare of the fowler, there is a way of escape. God expects us to do whatever is within our capacity to deliver ourselves as a bird from the hand of the fowler (Proverbs 6:5). We can deliberately choose to leave the camp of the false prophet and find our way back home to the Father like the prodigal son from the far country (Hosea 9:8; Luke 15:11-24).

God in His divine mercy and providence can break the snare of the fowler and then it is our lot to escape and fly away as a bird out of the snare of the fowler (Psalm 124:7). When God breaks the snare, when God opens your prison door, don’t sit down there comfortably in the prison. Get up and get out. Rise up and fly or run away (Psalm 142:7; 141:10; Acts 16:25-28).
