THE FIGHT OF FAITH

The christian life is many times depicted in the Bible as a fight (1 Timothy 6:12; 1 Corinthians 9:26; 2 Timothy 4:7; Hebrews 10:32; 11:34; 2 Corinthians 7:5), a wrestling contest (Ephesians 6:12), an anti-riot combat (Ephesians 6:16), a military warfare (2 Corinthians 10:3-5), a boxing match (1 Corinthians 9:26).

Every christian is called to endure hardness as a good soldier of Christ (2 Timothy 2:3). We are to be disciplined, alert, sharp, trained and battle ready.

A few things are worth noting as we commence this fight of faith:

(1) It is a GOOD fight (1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7)

It is a good fight because it is against the devil and every evil device, design, strategy and structure. To fight against the Lord and His anointed is to be engaged in a bad fight (Psalm 2:1,2,12; 105:13-15).

(2) It is a SPIRITUAL fight (Ephesians 6:12; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5)

It is not a physical fight “for we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places” (Ephesians 6:12). A spiritual fight therefore necessitates spiritual weapons. The weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds …” (2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:13-18).

(3) It is a fight of FAITH (1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7)

It is not a fight of unbelief but a fight of faith. Doubters have no place in this fight (1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7).

(4) It is a fight that demands COURAGE and BOLDNESS (Deuteronomy 20:1-4,8; Judges 7:3)

It is not a fight for the fearful and the fainthearted. It is a fight for the bold and the courageous (Deuteronomy 20:1-4,8; Judges 7:3).

ENLISTING IN THE DIVINE ARMY

Judges 6:34,35; 4:10; 3:27-30; 5:23; 1 Samuel 11:6-8; Jeremiah 48:10; 1:10; 1 Corinthians 14:8; Ephesians 6:12-17; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5;

Enlisting in the divine army puts us in position to fight the good fight of faith. It sets us on course to pull down the edifices of evil and raise up structures of goodness (Jeremiah 1:10; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:12-17).

Those who refuse to WILLINGLY ENLIST in the divine army will be FORCEFULLY CONSCRIPTED by the devil to fight in Satan’s army.

Refusing to enlist in the divine army invites a curse (Judges 5:23; Jeremiah 48:10). Such refusal always results in personal fragmentation and destruction (1 Samuel 11:6-8).

When Gideon blows the trumpet in a decisive call to warfare, enlist in the divine army! (Judges 6:34,35). The trumpet has given a distinct sound, prepare yourself for the battle (1 Corinthians 14:8; Judges 4:10; 3:27-30).

ENGAGING OUR DETERMINED ARCH-ENEMY

1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7; Ephesians 6:12,16; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Psalm 144:1; 18:34; 2 Samuel 22:35; Numbers 32:6,17-32; Jeremiah 48:10.

The devil is a determined, untiring fighter and he is deliberately and desperately wicked. He will not give up any thing unless he has to and he will never surrender unless overpowered by a stronger individual (Matthew 12:29; Mark 3:27; Luke 11:21,22). When he occupies a place or person, he will not go out willingly unless he is resisted and forced out (James 4:7; Luke 4:33-35).

We must be determined to engage this wicked arch-enemy of man and God. The scripture says “FIGHT the good fight of faith” (1 Timothy 6:12).

· Fight! Don’t run away

· Fight! Don’t fold your arms

· Fight! Don’t sleep

· Fight! Don’t complain and grumble

The battle cry has been sounded, get up and fight! The trumpet has been blown, shake up yourself and fight! David engaged that terrible giant, Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40,46,50), Paul fought with beasts at Ephesus (1 Corinthians 15:32; 2 Timothy 4:7).

Take your weapons of warfare and begin to pull down every stronghold, quench every demonic arrow with your shield of faith, wrestle with principalities and powers (2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:12,16).

· Fight! This is not an advice but a commandment. Disobedience is sin!

· Fight! This is not an option but an obligation

· Fight! There is no other  alternative. You either fight the good fight of faith and live victoriously or refuse to fight and be defeated.

As God “teaches your hands to war, and your fingers to fight”, get out there and fight! (Psalm 144:1; 18:34; 2 Samuel 22:35). Shall others go to battle and you be idle? (Numbers 32:6,17-32). How long are you going to be content with keeping back your sword from blood? (Jeremiah 48:10).

EXPECTATION OF DOMINION ALWAYS

Judges 4:14,15; 1 Samuel 17:46,50; 2 Samuel 5:19,20,24,25; Hebrews 13:5,6; Romans 8:31,37; 2 Corinthians 2:14.

As we engage the devil in the good fight of faith, there is no need to worry about the outcome. Our commander-in-chief, Christ Jesus has never lost a battle. So we are sure of victory.

God will always go before us to prepare the way for a decisive conquest (Judges 4:14,15; 1 Samuel 17:46,50; 2 Samuel 5:19,20,24,25; Hebrews 13:5,6; Romans 8:31,37).

We are more than conquerors (Romans 8:37). Christ makes us to triumph ALWAYS (2 Corinthians 2:14).

