THE EVIL SOWER
Matthew 13:24-30,36-43

Christ is the sower of the seed (Matthew 13:24,37). Satan is an imitator (Matthew 13:25,38,39). Christ is the perfect sower. Satan is the perverted sower. Christ sows the good seed. Satan sows the bad tares. But as the wheat is far removed from the weeds, so are their ultimate ends different. The wheat is destined for heaven’s barns. The weed is headed for hell’s fire.

Weeds do not automatically turn into wheat because they are planted in God’s good soil. They still grow up to be weeds. Children of the Devil are hardened. Though planted in God’s house, they remain and grow in their wickedness (Matthew 13:24-30,36-43). Though they are shown God’s favour, yet they refuse to learn righteousness (Isaiah 26:10).
Satan specializes in polluting the waters, sowing tares, planting his agents where the gospel is prospering. We need to stay alert and not allow him to perpetrate this strategy in our local churches.

SOWING OF THE SAVIOUR’S WHEAT

Matthew 13:3,18-23,24,30,38; 3:12; Mark 4:3,14-20; Luke 8:5,11-15; 3:17; Colossians 1:13; Acts 26:18.
“The Kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field” (Matthew 13:24).

Christ is the perfect sower who sows good, perfect seeds (Matthew 13:37). The seed can sometimes be the incorruptible seed of God’s word (Matthew 13:3,18-23; Mark 4:3,14-20; Luke 8:5,11-15; 1 Peter 1:23). At other times, the seed represents the children of the Kingdom (Matthew 13:38).

The good seed that is sown is the Saviour’s wheat that will ultimately be gathered into God’s barn at the time of the harvest (Matthew 13:30; 3:12; Luke 3:17).

As we win souls and rescue sinners from the Kingdom of darkness and get them into the Kingdom of God’s own dear Son, we are helping to populate the Kingdom. This is our way of sowing the Saviour’s wheat. This is our way of planting the children of the Kingdom in the field of this world (Matthew 13:24,38; Colossians 1:13; Acts 26:18).

SADNESS OF THE SLEEPING WATCHMEN

Matthew 13:25; Genesis 15:10,11; Revelation 3:2; Ezekiel 3:17; 33:1-7; 2 Samuel 18:24-27; 2 Kings 9:17-20; Psalm 127:1; Isaiah 21:6,11,12; Luke 21:36; Mark 13:37; Acts 20:31; 1 Corinthians 16:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:6; 2 Timothy 4:5
Satan hates the seed. He will want to do everything possible to destroy the seed. When he comes like a fowl to devour the seed, may God find us alert like Abraham to drive him away (Matthew 13:4,18,19; Mark 4:4,15; Luke 8:5,12; Genesis 15:10,11).

When Satan has not been able to take away or catch away the seed and the seed has gone into the soil and has started to exercise its life in the soil, Satan employs a different strategy.

We can be able to thwart every wicked strategy of Satan if we stay spiritually awake. However in this case: “But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way” (Matthew 13:25).

How unfortunate that Satan succeeded in implementing another destructive strategy but it was because the watchmen were sleeping. How sad!

It is when the church is asleep that Satan quietly plants his evil devices and sows his tares. Satan plants his agents in the church unawares. People like Jezebel of Thyatira are Satan’s agents in the church (Revelation 2:18-23).

We cannot afford to be sleeping. God expects us to watch, to stand upon our watch and be watchful (Revelation 3:2; Ezekiel 3:17; 33:1-7; 2 Samuel 18:24-27; 2 Kings 9:17-20; Psalm 127:1; Isaiah 21:6,11,12; Luke 21:36; Mark 13:37; Acts 20:31; 1 Corinthians 16:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:6; 2 Timothy 4:5).

SOWING OF SATAN’S WEEDS

Matthew 13:25,27-30,38-43; 3:10,12; 7:15,19; Luke 3:9,17; John 8:44; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; Revelation 2:18-23
When we sleep, we give Satan the opportunity to do his worst (Matthew 13:25). Satan never helps the good seed to grow. If he cannot devour the good seed, he will plant his own tares by the side so that the tares will compete with the wheat for the available nutrient in the soil.

Satan sowed the tares and went his way as if nothing happened. However, in the process of time, everything began to grow – both the wheat and the weeds. This was the time when people noticed the two and were puzzled and concerned at this happening: “Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? From whence then hath it tares” (Matthew 13:27).

The sower replied: “An enemy hath done this” (Matthew 13:28). The servants were angry and wanted to get rid of the tares immediately. However, at this tender stage, much damage would have been done. In the process of uprooting the weeds, much of the wheat would have been destroyed. The master told them to wait for better times i.e. until harvest (Matthew 13:28-30).

Satan’s weeds are the children of the wicked one (Matthew 13:38,39). The tares (weeds) will eventually be gathered at harvest time, bundled together and thrown into the fire (Matthew 13:28-30,40-43; 3:12; Luke 3:17).

SITUATION IN THE SINFULWORLD

Matthew 13:25-30,38-43; 15:13; 3:10,12; 7:15,19; Luke 3:9,17; 13:7,9; John 8:44; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; Revelation 2:18-23
The field is the world (Matthew 13:38). God owns the world and has sown good seed in His world (Psalm 24:1; Matthew 13:24,38). God has planted righteous people on the earth. However, Satan came to pollute the streams. Satan is planting his children and agents in God’s world, God’s field (Matthew 13:25,38,39; John 8:44).
Today we may be growing together as the wheat and the weeds grew together. But harvest time is coming when the wheat and the tares will be separated. The wheat is gathered into the barn but the weeds are hurled into the fire.

The harvest is the end of the world. The servants are the angels of God who will reap the harvest. The wicked will be gathered and thrown into the lake of fire. The righteous are sent to heaven (Matthew 13:28-30,38-43; 3:12; Luke 3:17).

God is planting trees of righteousness in His church today. Satan is planting his agents like Jezebel of Thyatira in the church (Revelation 2:18-23). However, every tree that God has not planted will eventually be uprooted and thrown into the fire (Matthew 15:13; 3:10; 7:19; Luke 3:9; 13:7,9).
