THE ENEMIES OF FAITH
In all walks of life and for every one on the face of the earth, enemies are a reality. There are the enemies of progress, enemies of freedom, enemies of mankind, enemies of Christ, etc.

Enemies are people or things that stand in sharp opposition to our values, beliefs, goals and aspiration. They are a threat to our freedom, progress, people, beliefs, etc.

Faith is not without its enemies. There are things, attitudes and people that threaten the foundation and fruitfulness of our faith. They have the power to subdue, weaken or entirely kill our faith.

Enemies can be broadly divided into two main categories – enemies within and enemies without, private enemies and public enemies.

PRIVATE ENEMIES OF FAITH

Romans 10:17; Galatians 3:2,5; James 1:5-8; Matthew 14:28-32; 16:6-12; 17:14-21; Mark 9:14-29; 1 Samuel 17:32-37; 11:1-15; 2 Corinthians 5:7; 4:13
Private enemies are usually more deadly than public enemies. The enemy within can do much more damage than the enemy without. If we are able to conquer the inside enemy, the outside enemy will not be a match for us as it poses a lesser threat.
Private enemies are generally resident within us in the form of attitudes, perceptions, weaknesses, projections, values, etc. Knowing them can help us deal with them and eliminate them. Eliminating these enemies of faith will lead to a strong and vibrant faith that is productive. Private enemies of faith include:

(1) Ignorance of the Scripture

The scripture is the source of faith as faith comes by hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Galatians 3:2,5). Unless we feed on the scriptures, we cannot develop our faith. Faith grows as it is fed. Commitment to the word in reading, studying, meditation, etc. will go a long way to help eliminate ignorance and consequently increase faith.

(2) Double-mindedness and unbelief

Doubt, double-mindedness and unbelief will always undermine faith and render it useless (James 1:5-8). When doubt sets in, faith ceases to function and we begin to sink (Matthew 14:28-32).

(3) Forgetfulness of God’s past dealings

We must always keep God’s past dealings with us fresh in our heart. When David faced Goliath, he could manifest faith to defeat Goliath because the victories that God gave to him over the lion and the bear were still fresh in his heart (1 Samuel 17:32-37). Saul had forgotten the victory that God gave him over Nahash the Ammonite and consequently could not generate the faith to face Goliath (1 Samuel 11:1-15).
Past victories remembered spark fresh faith for new battles in our heart. Israel forgot the miraculous deliverance from Egypt, the glorious crossing of the Red Sea and as a result could not generate the faith to go in and possess the land (Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-10). When the disciples forgot the miraculous multiplication of bread, they got overly concerned about not bringing enough bread. No faith to multiply food if need be (Matthew 16:6-12).
(4) Living and walking by sight
The just must live by faith (Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38). The believer must walk by faith (2 Corinthians 5:7). Living and walking by sight negates and destroys faith. Walking by sight places us in the realm of the natural whereas walking by faith places us in the realm of the supernatural.

(5) Negative thinking and negative confession

Faith operates with positive confession. Miracles happen when we believe and speak faith-filled words. Defeat is the result when we make negative confession. Negative confession is the result of negative thoughts in the heart for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh (Matthew 12:33-37; Luke 6:43-45; Proverbs 23:7). Evil and negative thoughts are products of the evil heart of unbelief (Hebrews 3:12). Those who believe speak and receive (2 Corinthians 4:13; Psalm 116:10; 2 Peter 1:1). Those who doubt also speak and receive (Numbers 13:31-33; 14:1-10,26-35).

(6) Fear of defeat and its accompanying shame

Fear of defeat and the accompanying shame of it can hinder us from launching out into the deep. It can keep us forever stationed on the shoreline (Luke 5:1-8). Failure provides us with the opportunity to learn what works and what doesn’t. The disciples failed and they learnt from Jesus (Mark 9:14-29; Matthew 17:14-21). Henry Ford said “Failure is the opportunity to begin again more intelligently”.
(7) Shying away or rejecting the challenges of faith

We need to be like Caleb and Joshua. They could not be intimidated by chariots of iron and giants in the land. They knew they were well able to go and possess the land (Numbers 13:28-30; 14:1-10). “Give me this mountain” was Caleb’s word forty-five years later (Joshua 14:12).
Shying away or rejecting the challenges of faith will hinder the manifestation and development of our faith. Faith grows as it is used and exercised.

PUBLIC ENEMIES OF FAITH

Exodus 14:10-31; Joshua 3:13-17; Matthew 17:20; Mark 11:23; Zechariah 4:7;Jeremiah 51:25; Luke 3:5; 
Public enemies of faith can be conquered when we have dealt with the private enemies of faith. These public enemies are without or outside. They fall into three major categories: Things, Times and Tyrants.
(1) Seemingly uncrossable rivers and intimidating, imposing mountains

The seemingly uncrossable Red Sea can kill faith. The overflowing, unfordable Jordan can destroy confidence in God. However faith will stretch the rod and the Red Sea will part (Exodus 14:10-31). The priests will move ahead and the Jordan will part (Joshua 3:13-17).
No matter how terrifying, imposing and intimidating the mountain might be, we can speak to that mountain to be cast into the sea (Matthew 17:20; Mark 11:23), we can command the mountain to be burnt up and leveled (Zechariah 4:7;Jeremiah 51:25).

Faith will either fill the valley or construct a bridge over seemingly impassable ravines (Luke 3:5).

(2) Dangerous times and difficult circumstances

It took the parents of Moses faith to conceive and keep him at a time when boys were being executed. It took faith for Jeremiah, Micaiah and Elijah to speak for God in the dangerous eras in which they lived (Exodus 1:22; 2:1-10; 1 Kings 22:13-28; 17:1-8; 18:1-30; 21:1-29; Jeremiah 37:4). It took faith for Jesus to continue ministering in the shadows of a wicked Herod especially after the execution of john the Baptist (Luke 13:30-33).

(3) Wicked men that have no faith

The wicked men have no faith and do not want others to have manifest faith (2 Thessalonians 3:1,2). Wicked and oppressive kings and officers like Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, Sennacherib, Benhadad, Ahab, Haman are all threats to faith. They put our faith under fire to destroy it. It can lead to putting our faith in the cooler, withdrawing it from service and it dies.
PRODUCTIVE EXPLOITS THROUGH FAITH

Exodus 14:10-31; Joshua 3:13-17; 6:1-20; Matthew 17:20; Mark 11:23; Zechariah 4:7;Jeremiah 51:25; Luke 3:5; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5.
Every believer must do whatever it takes to overcome the enemies of faith. Private enemies are conquered as we tackle those attitudes, weaknesses, dispositions that hinder faith. The public enemies are overcome as we refuse to be cowered into submission or forced into silence. We move in the boldness of faith to confront the things, times and tyrants that threaten our faith – we speak to the mountain, we live and walk by faith in dangerous times, we confront the human enemies of faith in the courage and confidence of faith. The boldness of faith wins every time.
As we do, we will experience the productive exploits of faith – the Red Sea will be parted, River Jordan will split open, mountains will either become plains or be cast into the Sea, Jericho walls will crumble and satanic strongholds will be pulled down (Exodus 14:10-31; Joshua 3:13-17; 6:1-20; Matthew 17:20; Mark 11:23; Zechariah 4:7;Jeremiah 51:25; Luke 3:5; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5).

