THE ELDERS: OBTAINING A GOOD REPORT

Hebrews 11:2,39
There is no neutral ground in the spiritual life. We either obtain a good report or an evil report. Just as evil is the opposite of good, so also unbelief is the opposite of faith. We can only obtain a good report through faith (Hebrews 11:2,39). Evil report will always be the outcome of unbelief.

Caleb and Joshua obtained a good report from an intimidating circumstance because they saw with the eyes of faith. Their faith declared victory over the giants because they believed the promise of God to give them the land.

The other ten spies brought an evil report to the children of Israel because they saw with the eyes of unbelief. Their report brought discouragement to the entire nation and God specifically called their report an evil report (Numbers 13:32; 14:37).

In a different way, actions of faith will cause us to be approved by and unto God. This will lead us to obtaining a good report from God. A life and a walk of unbelief will make us to be in God’s bad record which leads to God giving a bad report about us.
God testified of Abel’s sacrifice. God testified of Abraham’s faith and obedience. God testified of Noah’s faith and righteousness. They obtained good report by faith.
BASIS OF EVIL REPORT

Numbers 13:1,26-33; 14:27,35,36; 20:2-13; 2 Kings 4:1-20; Deuteronomy 1:29-37; Hebrews 3:12; Jeremiah 16:12; 11:8; 7:24; 3:17; 18:12.
Unbelief is the basis of evil report. The twelve spies that Moses sent to view the land all saw the same thing. Faith saw the situation and declared them to be stepping stones to victory. Unbelief saw the same situation and declared them to be stumbling blocks to defeat.
To proclaim impossibility when God has given charge for us to advance and possess the land is to give an evil report (Numbers 13:1,26-33).

God called the evil report that the ten spies gave a slander on the land (Numbers 14:36). It is painting God a liar. It scandalizes God and His word of promise.

The utterly pessimistic and discouraging words of the economic adviser to the king of Israel despite Elisha’s prophetic declaration is an evil report based on unbelief (2 Kings 7:1-20).
Evil report ultimately brings discouragement, causes people to make carnal plans to return to Egypt and bondage despite God’s plan of freedom and abundance for them. Evil report makes people to complain and murmur and thereby provoking God to judgement (Numbers 14:1-45; Deuteronomy 1:29-37).

The evil report of the spies caused Israel to behave in a way that made God to label them an EVIL congregation (Numbers 14:27,35). Such people can also be addressed as evil family, evil neighbour, or an evil generation (Jeremiah 8:3; 12:14).
When God in His mercy and compassion brings us to the place that He has prepared for us, to call the place evil because of physical hardship is to give an evil report. (Jeremiah 8:3; 12:14). This can only make things to go wrong – murmuring, complaining, provocation of leadership, dishonouring God etc. (Numbers 20:2-13). God calls the heart where unbelief which leads to evil report originates an evil heart of unbelief (Hebrews 3:12; Jeremiah 16:12; 11:8; 7:24; 3:17; 18:12).
The people of Christ’s time did not obtain a good report from Him. He called them an evil and adulterous generation. John the Baptist called them a generation of vipers (Matthew 12:39; Luke 11:29; Matthew 3:7).
BEDROCK OF EXCELLENT REPORT

Hebrews 11:2,39,4; Psalm 27:13; 118:17; 116:10; 2 Corinthians 4:13; (Numbers 14:24,38; 2 Kings 7:1,2.
Faith is the only way to obtain a good report from God (Hebrews 11:2,39). Faith is the only basis of declaring excellent report despite adverse circumstances. We believe to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living and to confess it to be so (Psalm 27:13; 118:17; 116:10; 2 Corinthians 4:13).
Faith is the bedrock of excellent, edifying and encouraging report. When Elisha prophesied of abundance at the time of acute famine, he could only have done so by faith (2 Kings 6:25-33; 7:1,2).
When Isaiah prophesied of a virgin conceiving, he could only have done so by faith for it looked stupid and insane (Isaiah 9:6-11).

Good report comes out of a heart saturated with faith. Evil report overflows from a heart baptised in unbelief (Matthew 12:34-37; Luke 6:43-45).

Hebrews chapter eleven is God’s good report concerning the heroes of faith. It is God’s testimony concerning them – by faith, through faith, … (Hebrews 11:4).

God gave a good report about Caleb and Joshua because an excellent spirit of faith dwelt in them (Numbers 14:24,38). They saw what others saw but faith saw possibilities in problems, miracles in mountains, opportunities in opposition, blessings in bruises, elect’s conquest in the enemy’s challenge. Faith sees and wins the victory every time.

Those who truly trust God, talk good, taste grapes, tame giants, triumph gloriously and never become timid grasshoppers.

BLESSINGS THROUGH EDIFYING REPORT

Numbers 14:24,38; 2 Kings 7:1-20; 2 Corinthians 4:13; Romans 4:17; Isaiah 53:1; Hebrews 3:19; 4:1-3.
Good report is like good news from a far country – refreshing, uplifting, challenging (Proverbs 25:25; Genesis 45:25-28). The end result of unbelief and evil report is death and destruction (Numbers 14:36,37; 2 Kings 7:1-20). However, the climax of faith and good report is life and dominion (Numbers 14:38).

This is the way to possessing our possession, coming into our promised inheritance and enjoying God’s abundance (Numbers 14:24; 2 Kings 7:1-20).
Faith and good report will enable us to be in God’s good books. God will then be able to declare a good report about us.
Have you believed the good report? (Isaiah 53:1). Are you declaring a good report? (2 Corinthians 4:13; Romans 4:17). Have you obtained God’s good report concerning your life and walk?

