THE DOCTRINES OF DEVILS
1 Timothy 4:1-6

The Devil is the greatest counterfeiter that ever lived. He can imitate anything. The doctrines of God are meant for the spiritual consumption and nourishment of His people. The Devil will bring up imitations that can serve as replacements. These are called here the doctrines of Devils, the teaching of demons.

God’s word was given by the disposition of angels (Acts 7:53; Galatians 3:19; Hebrews 2:2) and now Satan also tries to give his own word by the disposition of demons here called seducing spirits.

Wrong doctrine will lead to a false philosophy of life and subsequent wrong living for doctrine informs practice. This is another way of the Devil corrupting the world and diverting them from the highway of holiness.

If the Devil can succeed in giving us another gospel, then he can succeed in getting us to focus on another object other than Christ and God. The doctrines of Devils accomplish exactly this.

DECLARATION OF THE FATHER

1 Timothy 4:1; Revelation 2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22; 13:9; 22:17; Luke 14:35; 8:8; Mark 4:9; Matthew 19:12; 13:9; 11:15; Ezekiel 3:27.
“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils” (1 Timothy 4:1).

This is God’s warning to His own. The Holy Spirit is speaking EXPRESSLY what these end-times will bring. Nothing can be more accurate than this. Nothing else is more important that God can do for us than to forewarn us. It is our wisdom to hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to us (Revelation 2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22; 13:9; 22:17; Luke 14:35; 8:8; Mark 4:9; Matthew 19:12; 13:9; 11:15; Ezekiel 3:27).

DEPARTURE FROM THE FAITH

1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Corinthians 11:1-15; Galatians 1:1-9; Revelation 3:20-23; 2:14,15,6; Jude 11; 2 Peter 2:15,16; Numbers 22:21-28; 25:1-9.
“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils” (1 Timothy 4:1).

On the one hand it is disheartening to know that SOME shall depart from the faith. However, it is encouraging on the other hand to know that it is SOME and not ALL that shall depart from the faith. May God make us to be part of those who are abiding in the faith.
Seduction is a drawing away by way of lust and infatuation. The Devil lures people away from the simplicity of the gospel (2 Corinthians 11:1-15). They get drawn to another Jesus, another gospel proclaimed in the power of another spirit (2 Corinthians 11:1-15; Galatians 1:1-9).
Every departure from the faith comes by giving heed to seducing spirits. It happens by swallowing the Devil’s poison pill, it happens because people embrace the doctrines of devils.
There are prophetic Jezebels in the church that promote such doctrines of devils (Revelation 3:20-23). There are backslidden Balaams that have made themselves messengers of Satan to help propagate damnable doctrines (Revelation 2:14,15,6; Jude 11; 2 Peter 2:15,16; Numbers 22:21-28; 25:1-9).

DESTRUCTION OF THE FOUNDATION

1 Timothy 4:1,3-6; Genesis 3:1-6; 2:18-25; 1:29,30; 1 Corinthians 10:25-33; Matthew 19:1-10; Psalm 11:3; 82:5.
The doctrines of devils undermine the doctrines of faith. They are false doctrines in contrast to good doctrine of the faith (1 Timothy 4:1,6).

They hit at the foundation of our faith. They are a direct attack on God’s mandate just like Satan’s deception of Eve (Genesis 3:1-6).

(1) God instituted marriage and declared it is not good for man to be alone. Jesus sanctioned it too (Genesis 2:18-25; Matthew 19:1-10). However these forbid people to marry. They claim to be wiser than God. This is a direct attack on God’s institution and intention (1 Timothy 4:3).
(2) God made provision for man’s existence. These tell us to abstain from meats (Genesis 1:29,30; 1 Corinthians 10:25-33; 1 Timothy 4:4,5). The modern vegetarian movement in all its various forms smack of eastern religion, mysticism, yoga and a perversion of God’s ordination. It has become a religious movement of its own drawing attention from the worship of God. People are so preoccupied with their “health” food that they have no room in their life to ponder the path of life.

DUTY OF THE FAITHFUL

1 Timothy 4:6; 2 Peter 1:12,13; 3:1; Jude 5; 2 Timothy 4:1-5; Acts 20:20,21, 26,27; Jeremiah 26:2; 1:10.
“If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shall be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained” (1 Timothy 4:6).
The faithful minister has to keep reminding the brethren the times in which we live, the danger of false doctrines, the dimensions of the doctrines of devils.

The faithful minister who is nourished up in the words of faith should keep warning the believers against the tendency of drifting away from the faith, the possibility of satanic seduction.

Just as truth is the antidote against error, declaration of the good doctrine is the antidote against the doctrines of devils.

