THE DISTRACTER
2 Corinthians 2:11-14

Many believers know Satan as the accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12:10,11), the adversary and roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8,9), the liar and murderer (John 8:44), the thief (John 10:10) and a host of other manifestations.

However many do not know Satan as the distractor. For this reason, Satan works subtly as a distractor to accomplish what he is not able to accomplish otherwise.

Many believers have been distracted from fulfilling God’s original call and purpose for their lives without being conscious of it. They are still busy here and there in the vineyard but are far from getting God’s will for their lives fulfilled.

What the Devil is not able to accomplish by open confrontation, stealing or otherwise, he could accomplish by giving us another assignment so that instead of doing God’s will and work, we will be busy getting things done which of course are no eternal value.
May God give us victory over the distractor and grant us discernment to spot every satanic distraction that might come across our way.

DEVICES OF OUR GREAT OPPONENT

2 Corinthians 2:11; Matthew 16:21-23; 4:1-11; 13:24-44; 5:10-12; Luke 4:1-13; John 13:27-30; 8:44; Ephesians 6:16; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Hebrews 11:36-38.
“Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices” (2 Corinthians 2:11).
The Greek word translated “devices” is “noema” which means thoughts, purposes, designs. Every one of Satan’s purposes and programs is to undermine the work and church of God. None is ever to our benefit. Satan has many tricks in his bag, many deadly devices in his possession. To be ignorant of them is to be vulnerable to satanic invasion, manipulation, and harm.

Satan will use anything and everything that can serve his purpose, be they verbal (lies, blackmail, misrepresentation, false accusation, etc.) or physical (shooting arrows, inflicting sickness, physical persecution, torture, etc.) or mental (negative thoughts, perceived unfairness, suicidal thoughts, evil thinking, etc.) or emotional (lust, infatuation, unforgiveness, malice, etc.).
Satan will use anybody and everybody to implement his devices. He can motivate Peter to dissuade Jesus from going to the cross (Matthew 16:21-23). He can enter into Judas to try to destroy Jesus (John 13:27-30).

DISTRACTION FROM GOLDEN OPPORTUNITIES

2 Corinthians 2:12,13; Nehemiah 6:1-15; 1 Kings 20:35-40; Joshua 7:1-26; Genesis 25:29-34; Hebrews 12:16,17
However, the text under consideration intimates us with one deadly device of the enemy – Distraction from golden opportunities.

Whenever God opens a door for us, Satan will try to close it. However if he fails in this venture, he will try to distract us so that we never make use of the open door. Either way, Satan’s purpose would have been accomplished.

God opened a door to the apostle for the preaching of the gospel. However, he took his leave of the people. He could not utilize the door because of a distraction. Titus was lost and must be found (2 Corinthians 2:12,13).

Distractions of all kinds are part of Satan’s stock in trade to stop the advancement of the gospel, the growth of the church, the progress of God’s children. Every christian will do well not to be ignorant of satanic distractions and how to handle them.

(1) Loss of persons or things at very crucial times

That Titus was lost was not in itself an issue. The he was lost at precisely the point when the door opened was the problem. Attention was shifted to finding Titus so that the opportunity was lost and the open door was never utilized.
Titus could have been lost and found before or after this open door and that should have been well in place. When persons or things get lost at very crucial times of tremendous opportunities, they are satanic distractions. Beware! We need to pray against these kinds of satanic distractions.
(2) Occupation with side-issues and side meetings 

When a great work is in progress, Satan is angry and he tries to create side-issues and side-meetings that can serve as distraction from the work.

Sanballat tried creating side-issues and tried to arrange side-meetings at the valley of Ono to discuss the side-issues with Nehemiah. Nehemiah refused to be distracted (Nehemiah 6:1-15).

Alexandria in Egypt was a fortress of theological thought. However as the church got involved with other side-issues, the Arabs invaded North Africa and turned the entire region into Islamic enclave. The church lost the opportunity of saturating North Africa with the gospel. The satanic distraction of side issues ensured we never utilized the open door.
(3) Being busy here and there over things of no eternal value

Our job is to rescue souls from Satan and keep them growing in God’s kingdom. However we can be so busy here and there over other things that the rescue of souls is neglected and they perish.

Satan delights in this kind of distraction. We feel happy and satisfied that we are busy but without accomplishing anything of eternal value (1 Kings 20:35-40)
(4) Distraction from our main purpose and focus

Achan took his eyes from the glorious prize of inheriting Canaan. He was distracted to going after a babylonish garment of incomparable and relatively insignificant value (Joshua 7:1-26). Esau lost perspective of the importance of the birthright. He exchanged it for a worthless mess of pottage (Genesis 25:29-34; Hebrews 12:16,17). Saul left the purpose of his call and anointing. Rather than tackling the main enemies, he was distracted to chasing after a perceived rival and enemy (David) (1 Samuel  9:16; 26:1,18-21).
DOMINION AND GRACIOUS OVERCOMING

2 Corinthians 2:14; 10:3-5; Romans 16:20; Ephesians 6:16; 1 Peter 5:8,9; James 4:7; Matthew 16:23; 1 Corinthians 15:57.
“Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of His knowledge by us in every place” (2 Corinthians 2:14).
God is able to bruise Satan under our feet and quench his fiery darts of disorientation and distraction (Romans 16:20; Ephesians 6:16).

Not to be ignorant of this device of Satan is the first step towards victory over it. Being vigilant to spot it when Satan uses it against us is the second step towards victory. Praying against it and waging a mighty spiritual warfare against every form of satanic distraction puts us on victory lane.

We must refuse to be distracted by Satan-inspired losses. We must guard against loosing focus because of preoccupation with side-issues and side-meetings. We need to evaluate what we are doing and see to it that we concentrate on things of eternal value that will help towards fulfilling God’s call upon our lives.

Keep your eyes on the prize. Don’t settle for anything less like Achan and Esau. Keep gazing at the glory. Keep focused on the main target. The power of satanic distractions will not be effective in your life.

