THE DEVOURING FOWL
Matthew 13:3,4,18,19; Mark 4:3,4,13-15; Luke 8:5,11,12

Satan is the incarnate of everything evil – roaring lion seeking preys, great red dragon that is vicious and bloodthirsty, old serpent that is biting and now a devouring fowl that catches away the incorruptible seed of the word so that it will not be fruitful.
As Christ the perfect Sower sows the perfect seed, the wicked one trails His steps either trying to devour the seed or neutralize its effectiveness by chocking it with the thorns of worldliness or stopping its growth through superficiality.
However, we thank God that eventually the seed is able to produce 30-fold, 60-fold, 100-fold in prepared soils with good depth.

SOWING THE INCORRUPTIBLE SEED

Matthew 13:3,18-24,37; Mark 4:3,14-20,26,27; Luke 8:5,11-15; 1 Peter 1:23; Hebrews 4:2; Isaiah 55:10,11.
The Sower sowed the seed. Christ claimed to be the Sower (Matthew 13:3,24,37; Mark 4:3,14; Luke 8:5). The seed is the word of God (Matthew 13:18-23; Mark 4:14-20; Luke 8:5,11-15). The word of God is an incorruptible seed (1 Peter 1:23).
A perfect sower sowing a perfect seed is bound to generate results if all conditions are fulfilled. God’s word is living and powerful (Hebrews 4:12). It is the nature of the living seed to reproduce after its kind. It can never remain dormant in the ground forever. Good seed germinates and grows. When it falls on prepared soil, it will produce the peaceable fruit of righteousness (Mark 4:26,27; Isaiah 55:10,11).

Different seeds fell into different places. Some seeds fell by the wayside that had been trodden and therefore the soil was packed (Matthew 13:4; Mark 4:4; Luke 8:5). Other seeds fell on other kinds of soil – thorny, stony, and good soils respectively (Matthew 13:1-15).
STRATEGY OF THE INCORRIGIBLE SATAN

Matthew 13:4,18,19,28,38,39; Mark 4:4,15; Luke 8:5,12; 2 Corinthians 2:11; 1 Peter 1:23; 5:8,9; Malachi 3:11
Satan knows that the incorruptible seed will germinate and bring forth fruit if left alone. Like a devouring fowl that takes away or catches away the seed that falls by the wayside, even so Satan catches away the seed of God’s word that is sown in hearts that are either careless or unprepared (Matthew 13:4; Mark 4:4; Luke 8:5).

Those who hear God’s word and they don’t understand it, the Devil who is referred to as the wicked one comes IMMEDIATELY and catches away that which was sown in the heart (Matthew 13:18,19; Mark 4:15; Luke 8:12).
When the seed is gone, there is no possibility of an harvest. What a wicked strategy this is that is perpetuated by the incorrigible Satan!

(1) Careless, inattentive hearing of the word will lead to not understanding the word

(2) Bitterness and malice will harden the heart like the wayside path/soil that is trodden and packed and therefore the seed cannot penetrate. In time the fowl of the air will devour that seed.

(3) Receiving the word with an unprepared heart and an unprepared mind will lead to not understanding the word.

SABOTAGING OF INDIVIDUAL SALVATION

Luke 8:12; 1 Peter 1:23; 2:2; James 1:18; 1 John 1:1; Hebrews 4:2; Romans 10:16,17; 2 Corinthians 4:3,4; Isaiah 53:1
The ultimate purpose of Satan in devouring the seed is clearly stated: “Lest they should believe and be saved” (Luke 8:12).

This is Satan’s method of sabotaging people’s salvation. The incorruptible seed is the way to salvation (1 Peter 1:23; 2:2; James 1:18). God’s word is the word of life (1 John 1:1). It imparts life, growth, brings forth fruit. However, when the seed is stolen away, it cannot produce any of these effects.

Satan’s purpose is that the word that has been preached does not profit us (Hebrews 4:2; Romans 10:16,17; Isaiah 53:1).

If Satan can prevent people from getting saved, then the cross has been a waste and his strategy would have been greatly successful.

This is why Satan goes to all lengths to blind people’s mind and darken it so that the light of the gospel will not shine unto it (2 Corinthians 4:3,4).

