THE DEVOURER

The devil operates in many guises. Some of his manifestations overlap, others are distinct operations that are complimentary. However the ultimate purpose of each and every operation is the total destruction of its target in time and eternity.

The devil is referred to in the scriptures indirectly through his activity of devouring (1 Peter 5:8,9; Revelation 12:4) and directly as the devourer of the unfaithful who will not give God His due (Malachi 3:11).

Just as predators are never merciful and they always handle their preys with force, violence and aggression, so also the devil when he operates as devourer.
FIERCENESS OF THE DEVOURER

1 Peter 5:8; James 4:7; Revelation 12:4; Isaiah 5:24; Joel 2:5; Genesis 49:27; Malachi 3:11; Job 1:6-22; 2:1-7.
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may DEVOUR” (1 Peter 5:8).

“… and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to DEVOUR her child as soon as it was born” (Revelation 12:4).

Satan is very aggressive and dead serious. He is walking about like a roaring lion, pouncing up and down like a wounded bear, roaming the streets of the world like a hungry hyena seeking whom he may devour. The devil is a predator looking for a prey. Anybody will do – rich or poor, king or subject, educated or illiterate, young or old, black or white, pastor or congregation member. The devil has no respect for anybody. If given the chance he will devour anybody and everybody.

When the devourer strikes, he leaves a trail of rubble in his path. Just like fire devours stubble or the predator devours the prey, so the devil does to his victims (Isaiah 5:24; Joel 2:5; Genesis 49:27).
FORCE OF THE DEVOURER

Psalm 119:67; 107:17; 1 John 5:18; Malachi 1:14; 3:8-11; 2 Corinthians 2:11; Isaiah 5:13; Hosea 4:6; 1 Peter 5:8,9.
There are things that make the devouring activities of the devil effective. These things give his operations the force they have. Although he occasionally does, however it is generally difficult for the devil to devour without a cause (Proverbs 26:2). Legal grounds give the devil easy access and right to operate.

(1) Any kind of sin

Departure into sin is the pathway to affliction (Psalm 119:67; 107:17). Righteous living keeps the devourer at bay (1 John 5:18). Obedience brings blessing but rebellion is the pathway to peril. Sin gives the devil the opportunity and the right to devour.
(2) Refusal to pay our tithe

Refusal to pay our tithe robs us of the divine privilege of rebuking the devourer for our sakes (Malachi 3:8-12). We stay under a curse and the devourer is let loose to wreak havoc in our lives. Not to give God His due is to be a deceiver and a robber (Malachi 1:14; 3:8).
(3) Ignorance of every kind

Because many believers are ignorant of the activities of the devil as a devourer, he takes advantage of them (2 Corinthians 2:11; Isaiah 5:13; Hosea 4:6). Ignorance of what gives force to the devil’s operations as stated here can also make him to be effective in our lives as we will fall victim every time. Ignorance of our position and privilege in Christ, of our being more than conquerors, of our being victors can enable the devil to lord it over us.
(4) Lack of soberness, vigilance and faith

The devourer likes to strike at our unguarded moments when we are least prepared to face him, when faith seems weak and courage almost gone. Lack of soberness and vigilance will enable the devourer to carry out his assignment. Lack of faith to resist him will make him to operate unhindered (1 Peter 5:8,9).

FAITHFULNESS OF OUR DELIVERER

Malachi 3:11; Psalm 107:6,20; 18:17-19,43,48; 22:5; 54:7; 78:42; 81:7; Isaiah 49:24,25; Exodus 14:14; Zechariah 3:1-5; Jude 9; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 
“And I will rebuke the DEVOURER for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts” (Malachi 3:11).
The Lord knows that the devourer is aggressive, deadly, decisive, strong and bent on wreaking havoc. However God as our defender and deliverer has promised to rebuke the devourer for our sakes. God will stop the destructive activities of the devourer.
Is the devourer devouring your health? God will send His word and deliver you from all your affliction, oppression and sicknesses (Psalm 107:20).
Are you in terrible captivity and held as a prey in the jaw of the roaring lion? Even the captive of the mighty shall be set free and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered (Isaiah 49:24,25).

The Lord indeed will fight against the devourer, rebuke the devourer for you and you shall hold your peace (Exodus 14:14; Zechariah 3:1-5; Jude 9).

FAITH FOR OUR DOMINION

1 Peter 5:8,9; James 4:7; 1 John 5:4; Ephesians 6:16; Genesis 1:26,28; Hebrews 11:33-35; 10:35; 6:12; 2 Peter 1:3,4.
“… seeking whom he may devour: whom resist steadfast in the faith” (1 Peter 5:8,9).

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).

The Lord rebukes the devourer for our sake. It is our responsibility to resist the devourer steadfast in the faith. If we do, he has no other option but to flee from us.
Faith is the victory (1 John 5:4). It will quench every fiery dart of the wicked devourer (Ephesians 6:16).

Through faith we can pull down satanic strongholds like Jericho, subdue the kingdom of the devil, wrought righteousness and exercise dominion over every activity of the devourer (Hebrews 11:33-35).
