THE DESTRUCTIVE PROVOCATOR 
1 Chronicles 21:1-10; John 13:2,27; Luke 22:3

Satan is a destructive provocator and motivator. He provokes people to take unprofitable actions, travel the path of disobedience and rebellion and at the end ruin their lives.

Although David’s action in numbering Israel read like an exercise in pomp and pride, however the Scriptures show us the foundation of the unhealthy and irrational action: “And Satan stood up against Israel, and PROVOKED David to number Israel” (1 Chronicles 21:1).
Although Judas’ action in betraying Jesus looks like an exercise in covetousness, however several scripture passages enable us to see Satan’s motivation as the cause: “…the Devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him” (John 13:2). “After the sop Satan entered into him” (John 13:27). “Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot” (Luke 22:3).
Was the murder of Abel by Cain provoked by the Devil? Possibly no doubt for Jesus declares that the Devil is a murderer from the beginning (John 8:37,40,44). Cain was also said to be of that wicked one (1 John 3:12).
UNSATISFACTORY RESULTS
1 Chronicles 21:1,5,6; Matthew 26:15,16; 27:3-5; Acts 1:18; Numbers 22:15-18,32,33; 24:10-14,25; 2 Peter 2:15,16; Genesis 3:1-22.
When the Devil provokes an individual to act in a certain way or motivates another to go down a certain path, the results are always unsatisfactory and unenviable.

Satan provoked David to number Israel. In the end, the census that David got was not correct. Although “Joab gave the sum of the number of the people unto David” (1 Chronicles 21:5), it was incorrect because “Levi and Benjamin counted he not among them: for the King’s word was abominable to Joab” (1 Chronicles 21:6). David still suffered despite not obtaining a satisfactory result.
Judas Iscariot wanted quick wealth. Satan provoked him to betray Jesus but he could not profit from the proceeds of wickedness that he received (Matthew 26:15,16; 27:3-5; Acts 1:18).
Balaam went contrary to God’s instruction. The Devil motivated him to go along with Balak. However, the partnership ended in confusion and disaster. Balaam could not prosper by the wages of unrighteousness that he hoped to obtain. The alliance ended in shame and conflict (Numbers 22:15-18,32,33; 24:10-14,25; 2 Peter 2:15,16).
Eve wanted to be like God knowing good and evil. However, she ended up being unlike God when she yielded to Satan’s deception (Genesis 3:1-22).
When Satan pushes a person to take an action, the results are never what Satan promises. The results are always unsatisfactory, disappointing and not worth all the effort.
UNPARALLELED RUIN 

Matthew 26:15,16; 27:3-5; Acts 1:18; Genesis 3:1-21; 1 Chronicles 21:7-30; 2 Samuel 24:1-24; Numbers 23:10; 31:8. 
The Devil’s motivation and provocation always end in ruin and peril. For Judas Iscariot, it ended in death through suicide (Matthew 26:15,16; 27:3-5; Acts 1:18). For Eve, it led to the fall and ruin of the human race (Genesis 3:1-21).
For David, it led to the loss of precious lives in the nation (1 Chronicles 21:7-30; 2 Samuel 24:1-24). For Balaam, it led to his loss of divine support and he ultimately died the death of sinners although he wished to die the death of the righteous. Balaam wanted his own end to be glorious but it was ignominious (Numbers 23:10; 31:8). The Devil’s provocation always leads the paths of ruin.

UNENDING REGRET

Genesis 3:1-21; 4:13,14; Matthew 27:3-5; Acts 1:18; 1 Chronicles 21:7-30; 2 Samuel 24:1-24; Numbers 23:11,12; 25,26; 24:10-13,25
When an individual allows the Devil to motivate him to commit sin or provoke him to evil action, apart from the fact that the results are always unsatisfactory, there will also always be unending regret. 

How Eve will forever regret that she launched humanity into eternal bondage and captivity of the Devil! The fall has become an irreversible event, a permanent landscape in the geography of human existence (Genesis 3:1-21).
Judas Iscariot greatly regretted his betrayal of Christ. But the deed was irreversible, the damage was irreparable. Judas’ regret eventually led him to commit suicide (Matthew 26:15,16; 27:3-5; Acts 1:18).
David regretted the untimely death he caused 70,000 people under his care as a king because of Satan’s provocation to number Israel (1 Chronicles 21:7-30; 2 Samuel 24:1-24). Balaam must have regretted his evil alliance with Balak who eventually treated him shamefully and broke all the promises he gave to him (Numbers 23:11,12; 25,26; 24:10-13,25). Balak wanted to manipulate Balaam for his own evil purpose. It didn’t work.
Cain complained bitterly of the heaviness of the punishment he received for murdering Abel. He must have regretted the action forever (Genesis 4:13,9-15). If we ever yield to the Devil’s provocation, there will be an eternal regret of it.
