THE DEPTHS OF SATAN

Revelation 2:24,25

When Satan tries to manipulate and take control of a local church and he fails, this is another method that he uses to bring pollution and damnation to many souls: the depths of Satan.

In this particular New Testament church, an agent of the devil was planted in the local church and she declared herself a prophetess but her activities were detrimental to the spiritual health of the church:

(1) She occupied a teaching role and by that affected many lives by teaching false doctrines (Revelation 2:20).

(2) She was seducing true believers to commit fornication (Revelation 2:20).

(3) She was seducing and influencing Christians to eat things sacrificed to idols (Revelation 2:20).

(4) She was tolerated and allowed to operate in the local church despite her impenitence and open immorality (Revelation 2:20-23).

Jezebel’s continued ministry in that local church can only bring God’s fiery judgement on all the affected (Revelation 2:21-23). However Christ’s further exhortation brings some salient points to the fore.

STRANGE ERRING OF SAINTS

Revelation 2:20-24,14,15; Jude 11; 2 Peter 2:14,15; Micah 6:5; Nehemiah 13:2; Numbers 25:1-9; Acts 15:20,29; 2 Kings 9:22,30; 1 Timothy 4:1-3.
“But unto you, I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, AS MANY AS have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak, I will put upon you none other burden” (Revelation 2:24).
This passage implies that some have definitely been affected by the satanic doctrine and some have begun exploring the depths of Satan. What a strange erring of saints. Backsliding and compromise begins imperceptibly and if one is not checked, it grows into outright sin and apostacy.
The doctrine of Balaam and the teaching of Jezebel that promote immoral and idolatrous lifestyle among the people of God are doctrines of Satan (Revelation 2:14,15; Jude 11; 2 Peter 2:14,15; Micah 6:5; Nehemiah 13:2; Numbers 25:1-9; Acts 15:20,29; 2 Kings 9:22,30; 1 Timothy 4:1-3).

SATAN’S ERROR AND SECRETS

Revelation 2:20-24,14,15; Isaiah 8:19,20; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; Deuteronomy 13:1-5; Genesis 3:1-7; Acts 8:9-13
“… and which have not known the depths of Satan, AS THEY SPEAK” (Revelation 2:24).

The Gnostics believed and taught that knowledge rather than faith is the key to salvation. It was an erroneous philosophical and religious system of teaching. It swept over the church from Syria to Gaul (France) like an epidemic and caused much confusion among Christians from the first to the sixth century A.D.

The Gnostics called their doctrine the depths of God but here Christ called it the depths of Satan. There were nine major points of Gnosticism as at then:
(1) They regarded knowledge as superior to faith.

They claimed to have higher and special knowledge of the truth, a deep insight into the Bible which the ordinary believer does not have, a claim to have new light and revelation.

(2) They taught the separation of matter and spirit

They claim that flesh is essentially sinful and the source of all evil.

(3) The denial of the true humanity of Christ

They consider many aspects of Christ’s life as unreal, a perpetrated myth.

(4) The denial of the personality of the Supreme God

(5) The denial of the free will of man

(6) They claim that spiritual communion with God is attained by asceticism

(7) They combined Christian doctrines with pagan philosophies

They tried to present an intellectual kind of Christianity in opposition to the simple gospel proclaimed by the apostles.

(8) They proposed theories of creation and evil that are foreign to scriptures
(9) They affirm that the Old Testament is the product of an inferior God, the God of the Jews, not a universal God.

Christ commended these brethren for not dabbling into the depths of Satan. They have not known it and it is not important or essential that they know it.

We must not be curious to know the secrets of Satan or experience the depths of Satan. There are so many believers that are curious about the sixth and the seventh books of Moses. These are the depths of Satan. Moses only wrote five books – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. The so-called sixth and the seventh books of Moses are occultic books written by De Lawrence. If they speak contrary to the scriptures, it is because there is no light in them (Isaiah 8:19,20).
Many believers have not finished reading and studying the known books of the Bible but they are curious about the so-called “lost books of the Bible” or the apocrypha as they are usually called.

SAVIOUR’S EXHORTATION TO STEADFASTNESS

Revelation 2:24,25; 3:11; 1 Corinthians 10:12-14,7,20,21; 1 John 5:21; Ezekiel 20:7,18,19; Jude 3; Hebrews 10:23.
“I will put upon you none other burden. But that which ye have already hold fast till I come” (Revelation 2:24,25).
The Saviour’s encouragement, exhortation and mandate is for believers to be faithful, to be steadfast.

There is the necessity of holding fast to our faithfulness. Those who think they are standing must take heed lest they fall (1 Corinthians 10:12-14,7,20,21; 1 John 5:21; Ezekiel 20:7,18,19; Jude 3; Hebrews 10:23).

We are living in dangerous times and compromise is so high and deception so rampant. The Lord is calling us to faithfulness amidst all the compromise and deception. So many things go on under the guise of worship and Christianity that are totally foreign to the faith of the Bible. Hold fast that which you have till Jesus comes.
