THE DECEIVER

Deception is the greatest power of Satan. It is the devil’s stock in trade. The devil has used this weapon more than any other to destroy lives, enslave people, trap them and lure them away from the path of blessing.

He has used it to make people abandon the genuine and settle for the counterfeit, to forsake the fountain of living waters and yet be satisfied with broken cisterns that cannot hold water (Jeremiah 2:13).

It is responsible for why men spend their money for that which is not bread or their strength for that which does not satisfy (Isaiah 55:2). They settle for an illusion rather than cling to the reality.

Satan’s power and greatest strength over men lie in his ability to deceive. The person that is able to overcome the deception of the devil is well on his way to constant victory. To be ignorant of this fact is to give the devil an undue advantage over an individual (2 Corinthians 2:11).

FIRST WEAPON IN EDEN

Genesis 3:1-13,23,24; Ezekiel 28:13; 2 Corinthians 11:3,13-15; Matthew 16:23; 4:10; 1 Timothy 2:13,14.
Deception was Satan’s first weapon in the garden of Eden (Genesis 3:1-13; Ezekiel 28:13; 2 Corinthians 11:3,13-15). Adam and Eve our first parents fell from their righteousness and innocence through the deception of the devil. Satan didn’t afflict or oppress them, he didn’t throw fiery arrows at them to wound them. He deceived them through his cunningness and subtlety. He corrupted their minds from godly simplicity. He beguiled them to turn away from God.

Satan didn’t come to Eve in the form of an angel, he disguised himself as a serpent that “was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made” (Genesis 3:1).

There are basic steps or recognizable rungs in the ladder of the fall of our first parents:

(1) Satan came in a form they didn’t recognize, not as a personal devil but as a serpent of the field (Genesis 3:1).

(2) Satan came like an ambassador of kindness, concerned about their welfare and enjoyment (Genesis 3:1-3).

(3) He queried and contradicted God’s word, proposed his own lies in place of God’s truth (Genesis 3:1,4,5). He encouraged Eve towards disobedience and rebellion against God.

(4) He came like a purveyor of growth in knowledge, understanding, wisdom and revelation (Genesis 3:5). Rather than becoming gods and heroes, they were reduced to zeroes.
Adam and Eve never got what the devil promised. Rather they forfeited the privilege of living in the garden of Eden (Genesis 3:23,24). Whatever the deceiver promises never materializes. It is always an illusion, a mirage. Don’t be fooled!

Eve fell and subsequently Adam. Eve LISTENED to the devil, CONVERSED with the devil and REASONED with the devil. These were her great mistakes. This is always the path to deception. Don’t listen to the devil. Never converse or reason with the devil. Always rebuke and resist the devil and bind him in the name of the Lord. Handle him like Jesus handled him (Matthew 16:23; 4:10).

FIERY WEAPON OF ENSLAVEMENT

Genesis 4:8-13; Joshua 7:19-26; Judges 14:1; 16:1-24; Romans 6:1; 2 Samuel 11:1-27; 12:7-15; 1 Samuel 28:6,7; 1 Kings 22:6-8,13; 2 Chronicles 26:16-21.
Throughout the ages, the devil has used this same tool of deception to capture men and women from various walks of life and different backgrounds, dispositions, temperaments etc.

(1) He deceived Cain into believing that if he killed Abel, nobody will ever know or discover it (Genesis 4:8-13).

(2) He deceived Achan into thinking that he could take of the spoils of accursed Jericho without anybody discovering him (Joshua 7:19-26).

(3) He deceived Samson into thinking that even if he commits immorality, grace and anointing can still continue to flow (Judges 14:1; 16:1-24; Romans 6:1).
(4) He deceived David into thinking that if he eliminated Uriah, his sin and shame can be forever covered (2 Samuel 11:1-27; 12:7-15).

(5) He deceived Saul into thinking that revelation is what is important irrespective of the source – be it God’s priest or the witch of Endor (1 Samuel 28:6,7).

(6) He deceived Ahab into believing that victory is certain if only the prophets can brace themselves up to declare it (1 Kings 22:6-8,13).

(7) He deceived king Uzziah into thinking that political power gives him the right to do anything, bully anybody and reign unchallenged (2 Chronicles 26:16-21).

FINAL WEAPON ON EARTH

Revelation 20:2,3,7-10; 13:14; 12:9; 19:20; 2 Thessalonians 2:9,10; Matthew 24:4,5,11,24; Mark 13:5,6; Luke 21:8.
The devil has been deceiving men throughout human history and will continue to do so until the very end. In fact, the final weapon that the devil will use against mankind on earth before he is eternally silenced and cast into the lake of fire is deception (Revelation 20:2,3,7-10).
Deception will be the greatest tool of the devil in these last days and he will employ it to deceive the nations of the world (Revelation 13:14; 12:9; 2 Thessalonians 2:9,10).

False Christs and false teachers, preachers and self-styled apostles and prophets will be peddling another Jesus, another gospel and another spirit and many will be deceived (2 Corinthians 11:2,3; Matthew 24:4,5,11,24). Deception on a grand scale will be the mark of the end time. It will be so sleek and convincing that the very elect can almost be deceived. Beware! Be warned!
