THE DANGER OF OCCULTISM AND SYNCRETISM

The English dictionary defines syncretism as the attempted blending of irreconcilable principles as in philosophy or religion. There can be no fellowship between righteousness and unrighteousness, no communion between light and darkness, no concord between Christ and Belial, no partnership between the believer and the infidel, no agreement between the temple of God and idols (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).

To try to merge these parallel lines is to be guilty of syncretism. There is no possibility of dinning at God’s table and at the Devil’s table (1 Corinthians 10:20,21). Like Saul, to eat with Samuel and then the witch of Endor is to fall foul of syncretism (1 Samuel 9:19-24; 28:22-25).

Occultism is the study of the supernatural through magical, esoteric means in satanic secrecy. It is use of powers other than that which comes from God. Satan is behind all forms of occultism.

Syncretism and occultism are bedfellows. Syncretism is very subtle. It is a counterfeit that looks like the genuine. Bahai faith and all inter-faith concoctions are attempts at unifying all religions. They may look appealing to the intellect and seem to be the solution to religious bigotry but it is mere syncretism that can never work and will always damn the soul.

DANGER OF OCCULTISM AND SYNCRETISM

Exodus 22:18; Leviticus 20:27; 1 Samuel 28:3,9; Deuteronomy 18:10-12; 13:1-5; 1 Chronicles 10:13,14; 2 Kings 1:2-4; 2 Chronicles 33:6-13.

In the Old Testament, death by stoning without the option of repentance was the judgement given to those that delved into occultism. This shows the strong stance of God against all occultic practices (Exodus 22:18; Leviticus 20:27; 1 Samuel 28:3,9; Deuteronomy 18:10-12; 13:1-5).

God’s wrath and anger against occultism has not reduced. Today may be the day of grace but God’s grace is an invitation to repentance and not a license to continue in evil (Romans 2:4).

Continued involvement with occultism and syncretism will result in total alienation from God, constant sorrow as a result of the abiding curses upon the individual and final perdition in hell fire at the end of life’s journey (Galatians 5:19-21; Revelation 2:20-23).

DOORWAYS TO OCCULTISM AND SYNCRETISM

Leviticus 19:26-28; Deuteronomy 18:10-14; Judges 8:17-26; 1 Samuel 8:11-19; 14:52; Acts 19:18,19; Isaiah 8:19,20; Ezekiel 8:6-18.

Many people have gone into syncretic and coccultic practices through different routes. There are many doorways that lead to them:

(1) False religious worship masquerading as christianity

Many of the fringe religious groups that like to merge Old Testament practices with New Testament christianity go into syncretism and occultism. They offer animal sacrifices and yet rely on the blood of Jesus. They invoke demons and yet call on the name of Jesus. The staff of Moses, the mantle of Elijah are physical objects they still rely on, etc. (Ezekiel 8:6-18).

Those who worship in such assemblies gradually but surely go into syncretism and are ultimately directly or indirectly initiated into occultism.

(2) Lawful captivity through wilful and conscious delving into occultic practices

There are people who in their desperate search for power, protection, prosperity, popularity, preservation, etc. join secret societies and satanic confraternities like the lodge (blue, white, red), Ogboni, Freemason, etc. Through these societies they begin to explore the occultic “depths of Satan” only to find them shallow, unreliable, worthless and cheap alternative to God’s offer (Revelation 2:24). Satan’s offers at their very best are deceptive offers.

(3) Initiation in occultism through unsolicited contact with Satan’s agents

There are people who go to occultic captivity and become practisioners who got involved ignorantly. These are the ignorant captives. These include those who were dedicated to idols by their parents and those who unwittingly ate corrupted (satanically manipulated and modified) food taken from their peers or food sacrificed to idols or using things dedicated to idols (e.g. carvings dedicated to idols as work of art).

(4) Unconstitutional conscription and forced recruitment by Satan’s agents

There are those who have been overpowered and forced into occultism by Satan’s agents. They were recruited against their own will. They were unconstitutionally conscripted and forcefully recruited into Satan’s service against their own will (Judges 8:17-26; 1 Samuel 8:11-19; 14:52).

(5) Search for personal protection, guidance and children

There are those who do not intend going into occultism but approach occultic practitioners in order to seek personal protection. They obtain charms and fetishes, are prescribed incantations to recite, receive numerous incisions on their body and are thus initiated into occultism (1 Samuel 28:3-20).

There are also barren women and impotent men who in their desperate search for children get initiated by witch-doctors and false prophets.

(6) Involvement in seemingly harmless occultic practices

Many people get involved in occultism everyday the world over without realizing it as they read the horoscopes published in various magazines and newspapers. It seems harmless and enjoyable. However horoscopes as well as palmistry and star-gazing fall into the occultic practice of observing of times which God strongly condemns and forbids (Leviticus 19:26; Deuteronomy 18:10-14).

The reading of mind-expanding satanic books like the books of Rosicrucian Amorc, Eckankar, Abdrushin, books that go into astral projection, soul sleep, levitation, etc. are all inroads into occultism (Acts 19:18,19).

DELIVERANCE FROM OCCULTISM AND SYNCRETISM

Isaiah 49:24-26; 8:19,20; Acts 19:18,19; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; Colossians 1:12,13; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Ephesians 5:11; Romans 13:12;

The lawful captive as well as the unlawful conscript of occultism can be delivered (Isaiah 49:24-26). There must be the willingness to come out and the desire to be free (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).

The steps to deliverance from occultism and syncretism are simple and basic:

(1) Repentance from every occultic involvement and every form of syncretism

Turning away from idols and occultism to serve the living and true God is the beginning of the road to recovery (1 Thessalonians 1:9). Translation from the kingdom of darkness into the Kingdom of God’s dear Son starts with repentance and redemption (Colossians 1:12,13). Coming out from satanic involvement is the first pillar of restoration (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).

(2) Renunciation of the Devil and these occultic involvements

All allegiance to satanic cults and confraternities must be revoked. There must be open renunciation of satanic covenants. All occultic materials like magical books, rings, candles, amulets, magical and love potions, good luck charms, waist bands, Indian talisman, occultic handkerchiefs, regalia (both demonic and ‘religious’ ones) must be destroyed (Acts 19:18,19; Ephesians 5:11; Romans 13:12).

(3) Going through systematic deliverance ministration

Depending on the level of occultic involvement, self-deliverance is possible where the individual personally cancels every effect and link of occultism and proclaims his personal freedom.

However if the involvement is deep, there may be the need to humbly submit oneself for deliverance ministration by a true minister of God who knows what to do (Mark 9:17-29).

(4) Renewal of the mind after Christ

After deliverance and freedom, we need to renew our mind in Christ and refuse to be entangled again with the yoke of bondage (Galatians 5:1; Romans 12:1,2). We must constantly reject any future enticement into occultism by sinners (Proverbs 1:10; Isaiah 8:19,20). The Bible becomes our constant companion, God’s promises become our portion and His power our source of strength and protection.

