THE CONFESSION OF FAITH II
We can speak our way into captivity or we can confess our way into dominion. There is power in the words of the believer (Proverbs 18:21). The believer is snared by the words of his mouth (Proverbs 6:2).
The confession of faith is the outflow of a heart that is saturated with faith. True faith, scriptural faith always results in confession (2 Corinthians 4:13; Psalm 116:10; Romans 10:8-10).

Occasionally, there is a conflict between our condition and our confession. This creates a difficulty for many believers. Satan uses this opportunity to accuse the believer of lying. However there is no contradiction or lying in the process. We do not deny the reality of the condition but we accept faith’s verdict as our final destination. We therefore speak not what is but what we desire to be.

Faith goes beyond the turbulent present to establish the peaceful future. It calls those things which be not as though they are (Romans 4:17). 

REALITY OF OUR CONDITION

2 Corinthians 4:17; 2 Kings 4:23,26; Job 19:25-27; 42:10; Romans 4:17-22; Hebrews 11:11,30; Joshua 6:1-20.
Manifesting faith does not mean escaping into a make-believe world. Faith does not deny the reality of our condition but it refuses to accept it as the finality.

Your oppression may be real but it is but for a moment. It does not possess an eternal life (2 Corinthians 4:17). Christ came to set you free from every oppression of the devil (Acts 10:38). God has promised that you shall be far from oppression and that terror will never come near your dwelling place (Isaiah 54:14-17). Anything contrary to this is abnormal. Nobody lives with abnormality. We tend to get rid of the abnormality and then resume normal living. Flooded houses are not normal living environment and we do not accept and settle down in such conditions. However while trying to get rid of the flooding so that we can resume normal living, we accept the reality of the condition.

How does the believer handle life’s problems while believing God for the promised solution? Does the confession of faith mean that we deny the obvious condition? Not at all!

The physical condition is REAL but faith does not accept it as FINAL. Faith joins forces with God to declare “it is well” when in actual fact we are confronted with trouble, sorrow and death (2 Kings 4:23,26).

Although Job’s condition was seriously degenerating yet he maintained faith for a turn around. God eventually turned the captivity of Job (Job 19:25-27; 42:10).

Abraham and Sarah were past reproductive years. They did not deny the physical reality but believed God for a miraculous birth. Isaac was the reward of their faith in the promise of God (Romans 4:17-22; Hebrews 11:11).
The walls of Jericho seemed impregnable and impossible to tumble. Israel did not deny this stark reality but went around the walls in faith believing they will crumble as promised by God (Joshua 6:1-20; Hebrews 11:30).

Are you sick and in pains? Are you oppressed, distressed and depressed? Are you afflicted by the enemy? You don’t have to deny the reality of your condition but refuse to accept the finality of the circumstance. Throw in your lot with God and let your faith declare> it shall be done, it is well!

ROBUSTNESS OF OUR CONFESSION

Matthew 12:34-37; Romans 10:8-10; 2 Corinthians 4:13; Psalm 116:10; 2 Kings 4:23,26; Job 19:25-27; 42:10; Romans 4:17-22; Hebrews 11:11,30; Joshua 6:1-20.
Faith in the heart will lead to positive confession in the mouth since out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks (Matthew 12:34-37; Romans 10:8-10; 2 Corinthians 4:13; Psalm 116:10).
There must be a resilience and robustness to our faith. It must be like the jumbo jet that tries to stay on a straight course despite a distressing turbulence.

The turbulence and the vicissitudes of life will try to sway us from the path of faith. However, in every circumstance we face however turbulent, we must refuse to cave in but in faith steadfastly declare God’s word concerning the circumstance.

“There may be a period of conflict between statements of God’s word and what our senses tell us about a particular situation. But if our faith is valid, and if we cling on to it as Abraham did, steadfastly maintaining the right confession, in due course the physical condition confronting us through our senses will be brought into line with what God’s word has to say about it” (Derek Prince).

REWARD WITH A CONQUEST

2 Kings 4:23,26,36,37; Psalm 118:17-21; 116:10; Romans 4:17-22; 10:8-10; Hebrews 11:11; 6:10; 2 Corinthians 4:13; 1 Samuel 17:45-51.
Thought death and the grave stared the Shunammite woman in the face, her confession that “it is well” brought her the reward of resurrection and victory over the grave (2 Kings 4:23,26,36,37).
Though the Psalmist was going through terrible times that seem to be heading towards death, his declaration that “I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord” brought him dominion and life (Psalm 118:17-21).

Despite the deadness of Abraham’s body and Sarah’s womb, their strong faith which believed in hope against hope brought their reward of the promised son. They received Isaac – laughter (Romans 4:17-22; Hebrews 11:11).

If we also manifest the same spirit of faith, believing and therefore speaking, we will be true followers of those who through faith and patience inherited the promises (2 Corinthians 4:13; Psalm 116:10; Hebrews 6:10).

True heart faith that is followed with confession never goes unrewarded. The confession of faith is always rewarded with the conquest of faith (Romans 10:8-10; 1 Samuel 17:45-51). The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth – speak it, confess it and possess your possession!

