THE BELIEVER’S TRIUMPH

2 Corinthians 2:14

The believer’s triumph is a settled matter as far as God is concerned. Appropriating our victory in Christ is what the believer needs to do to enjoy the benefits of the finished work of Christ at calvary.

God expects us to be more than conquerors (Romans 8:37), to reign in life as kings (Revelation 1:6; 5:10), to manifest authority over the devil and his agents (Luke 10:17-19), to have dominion over every kind of circumstance (Genesis 1:26,28).

Paul the apostle has the background and tradition of the ancient Roman Empire in mind as he penned this verse of scripture. The triumph was the highest honour that could be accorded a Roman General for his exploits and great achievement. The spoils and prisoners of war follow behind him, he being in a chariot driven by two white horses as he proceeds to receive the honour hailed by the populace in shouts of victory.

Christ like the general of the ancient Roman army has been voted a triumph. He has taken captivity captive and given gifts unto men (Ephesians 4:8). Christ’s triumph is our triumph. There is no need to fear. The enemy has been defeated. The shout of victory is in the air.

TIME AND PLACE

2 Corinthians 2:14; 1 Corinthians 15:57; 1 Kings 20:23,25,28; 2 Samuel 5:18-25; 1 Samuel 17:2,3; Exodus 15:1-31; Luke 13:10-17; 10:17-19; Mark 2:1-10; Matthew 8:14-17

“Now thanks be unto God, which ALWAYS causeth us to TRIUMPH in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of His knowledge by us in EVERY PLACE” (2 Corinthians 2:14). The words “always” and “every place” in this verse show the certainty of the believer’s triumph at EVERY TIME and in EVERY PLACE. There is no exception.

There are times that the enemy thinks that our God is the God of the hills and not of the valleys (1 Kings 20:23,25,28). However God is a man of war, the God of battles, the Lord of armies and there is no place He is not at home to do battle – be it on the mountain or in the valley, be it on the land or in the sea, be it above the ground or under the ground.

The Philistines were defeated many times in the valleys (2 Samuel 5:18-25; 1 Samuel 17:2,3). The Egyptians were destroyed in the Red sea (Exodus 15:1-31). Victory over the Syrians came at the mountain top as well as in the plain (1 Kings 20:13-30). At the command of faith and the authority of the believer, Satan the prince of the power of the air will fall down like lightning from the air space (heavenlies) (Luke 10:17,18). The authority in the name of Jesus covers every sphere of human activity (Philippians 2:9-11).

Whether inside the Synagogue or outside the temple or in an ordinary house, Christ can cause us to triumph (Luke 13:10-17; Mark 2:1-10; Matthew 8:14-17; Acts 3:1-10). Whether in the morning, afternoon or in the evening, victory is assured (Luke 13:10-17; Matthew 8:16; Mark 1:32-34; 4:35-5:20). If the enemy comes like a flood, the Spirit of God will lift up a standard against him (Isaiah 59:19). If he comes in a storm, there is a rebuke of peace be still from the Lord (Mark 4:35-41). If the enemy shoots at us, our shield of faith will quench every fiery dart of the devil (Ephesians 6:16). No matter the strategy that the enemy employs, we are more than conquerors.

Our God is the God of EVERY PLACE and EVERY TIME as well as EVERY STRATEGY.

TRUE AND PERMANENT

2 Corinthians 2:11,14; 1 Corinthians 15:57; 2 Peter 1:16,19; 1 John 1:1,3; 5:4,5,18; Romans 8:37; John 16:33.

It is unfortunate and pathetic that some believers are not only ignorant of the devices of the devil, they are also ignorant of their triumph in Christ (2 Corinthians 2:11,14).

We have not followed cunningly deviced fables. There is a ring of certainty and authenticity to our triumph (2 Peter 1:16,19; 1 John 1:1,3; 5:4,5,18; Romans 8:37; John 16:33; 1 Corinthians 15:57). Weak football teams occasionally win some matches. Even champions sometimes loose matches. However the triumph in Christ is constant and consistent. There is a ring of permanence to our triumph in Christ. God causes us ALWAYS (not just some or most of the times but always!) to triumph in Christ. This is the victory that overcomes the world, even our imperishable faith! (1 John 5:4,5,18).

THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE

2 Corinthians 2:14; 9:15; 1 Corinthians 15:57; Psalm 100:4; 107:22; Deuteronomy 8:10; Colossians 1:12; 2:7,15; 3:15; 1 Thessalonians 5:18; Luke 17:15-19; 1:64; 13:13,17; 19:37; Acts 3:8,9; 4:21; Matthew 9:8; 15:31; Mark 2:12.

The tremendous provision of triumph that God has made available for us merits our constant thanksgiving unto Him.

Were it not for this provision, many of us would have been buried and forgotten. The enemy could have destroyed and disposed of us but for this provision. Thanks be unto God indeed for the unspeakable gift of His Son and the gospel benefits (2 Corinthians 9:15). We thank God for what He has done for us. We praise Him for who He is. Both befit us as children of God (Psalm 100:4; 107:22; Deuteronomy 8:10). That God has made us to be partakers of His inheritance of triumph in Christ should elicit thanksgiving from us (Colossians 1:12; 2:7,15; 3:15; 1 Thessalonians 5:18; Luke 17:15-19; 1:64; 13:13,17; 19:37; Acts 3:8,9; 4:21; Matthew 9:8; 15:31; Mark 2:12).

