THE BELIEVER’S DECREE

Job 22:28

The English dictionary defines “Decree” in the following number of ways:

(1) An official order issued by a competent, legal authority

(2) Judgement or decision by certain law courts or a church council

(3) The predetermined purpose or counsel of God

A decree is a royal commandment, an unalterable law that must be obeyed (Esther 1:19-22; 2:8; 3:15; 4:3; 9:13,14; Psalm 148:6; Daniel 3:10-24,29; 4:24-37; 6:15,16).

The epistle that the apostles and elders at Jerusalem sent to the Gentile churches was referred to as decrees (Acts 16:4). They were ordained decrees to be kept, not mere advice or suggestion. They were binding on the churches and were to be delivered as such (Acts 16:4,5).

Augustus Caesar gave a decree that census should be conducted with the view of using the census for taxation purposes (Luke 2:1-5). Everybody had to travel to their home bases. It was not an option. There was no possibility of a choice in the matter. It was a decree that had to be obeyed. Decrees are more or less absolute. They give no room for maneuvers.

In fact christians were later accused of doing “contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus” (Acts 17:7). Caesar had given an unrighteous, unreasonable decree that he was the only one to be accorded the title “king”. In fact, the Jews had used this as part of their betrayal tactics of Jesus (John 19:12,14,15). So for christians to acknowledge Jesus as King was regarded as high treason. It was essentially disobeying the decree of Caesar and rightly so.

The position of the sun, the boundaries of the sea, etc. have been established by the decrees of God (Proverbs 8:29; Jeremiah 5:22).

ENUNCIATION OF THE DECREE

Job 22:28; Genesis 1:3,6,9,11,14,20,24; Joshua 10:12; Esther 9:31; 4:3,8; 8:14,17; 6:12,13; 7:21; Matthew 17:20.

Decrees cannot of themselves announce themselves. There is always an issuing authority behind any decree. The scripture says: “THOU SHALT DECREE a thing” (Job 22:28).

(1) God is not the one expected to issue the decree

God has already delegated authority to us. We have the legal authority to issue decrees. When a policeman issues a decree to a motorist to stop, he does so because the government stands behind him and has given him legal authority.

(2) The pastor is not the one to issue the decree

As a spiritual leader and shepherd over God’s flock, there is a place for the pastor to issue decrees that will come to pass. However this time, we are not concerned about that but about the believer’s PERSONAL decree.

(3) The choice and mandate is yours to issue a decree

“THOU” – not God, not the pastor – shall decree a thing! Will you decree a thing? The choice is yours. You may choose not to decree and remain in bondage or you can choose to decree and enjoy liberty!

(4) A decree is not begging or pleading

“Thou shalt also DECREE”. A decree is a command, an injunction, a demand, a charge! It is a sentence charged with power and authority. There is a place for prayer, intercession, petition, supplication, entreaty, etc. A decree is a bold, confident charge that must be obeyed.

(5) When we issue decrees, we must be SPECIFIC and DEFINITE

“Thou shalt also decree A THING”. We cannot afford to gloss over things. Decrees are so focused that you cannot mistake them for anything else. God gave a decree: “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3). Joshua gave a decree “Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon, and thou moon, in the valley of Aijalon” (Joshua 10:12). These decrees are very SPECIFIC and DEFINITE. There is no generalization. There is no nebulosity concerning them.

(6) We can decree as many things as we want within the confines of our legal authority

“Thou shalt also decree A THING”. This is more about being specific. It does not mean that we can only decree ONE thing. We can decree as many things as we like as long as they are in line with the scriptures. The policeman can only decree within his limits of legal authority. Supposing the policeman meets a motorist and says “DIE”, what can he expect? That is an unreasonable, unrighteous, illegal decree and he cannot expect it to be obeyed. Those who pronounce unrighteous decrees are cursed (Isaiah 10:1,2). Even though princes (like the policeman) are meant to decree justice, it is unfortunate that sometimes they decree unrighteous decrees (Proverbs 8:15; Isaiah 10:1).

(7) You can decree for yourself and your seed (Esther 9:31)

(8) You can issue counter decrees against unrighteous decrees aimed at your life

What evil has the enemy decreed against you? (Esther 2:1; Isaiah 10:22). You can reverse it with counter decrees (Esther 4:3,4; 8:14,17).

(9) Decrees are normally executed SPEEDILY (Ezra 6:12,13; 7:21)

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DECREE

Job 22:28; Daniel 4:24-37; Mark 9:25; 11:14,20,21,23; Ecclesiastes 8:4; Matthew 16:19; 18:18; 17:20.

“and it SHALL be ESTABLISHED unto thee”. The decree you give will be established unto YOU, not established unto another person. When God gave the decree for light to be, it was established unto Him. When Joshua gave the decree for the sun and the moon to stop in their courses, it was established unto him.

God decrees and it comes to pass (Daniel 4:24-37). Christ decreed and they came to pass (Mark 9:25; 11:14,20,21). You can decree and it will be established unto you.

Because of the legal authority invested in them, kings can establish decrees (2 Chronicles 30:5,6; Ezra 5:13-17; 6:1-12; 7:13,21-26; Esther 1:19-22; 2:8; 3:15; 4:3,8; 8:14,17; 9:1,13,14,32; Daniel 2:9,13,15; 3:10,29; 4:6,17,24; 6:7-16,26; Jonah 3:7). The believer is a king (Revelation 1:5,6; 5:10) and where the word or decree of the king is there is power (Ecclesiastes 8:4). 

If we decree demons to be bound, it will be established. If we decree captives to be loosed, it will be done (Matthew 16:19; 18:18). If you will decree your mountain to “Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible to you” (Matthew 17:20; Mark 11:23).

ENJOYMENT OF THE DELIVERANCE

Job 22:28; Zephaniah 2:2; Genesis 1:3,7,9,11,15,24; Joshua 10:13,14; Mark 9:25; 11:14,20,21; Proverbs 4:18; Psalm 37:4,5; Isaiah 55:10,11.

“and light shall shine upon thy ways” (Job 22:28). Job had earlier complained that “He hath fenced up my way that I cannot pass, and He hath set darkness in my paths” (Job 19:8). However Job now had the opportunity to dispel the darkness, banish the shadows, enjoy light and liberty, glory and dominion.

It is an established principle that those who give decrees enjoy the beneficial outcome of the decree. “THOU shalt decree … the light shall shine upon THY ways”. When you decree a thing in the scriptural way, you will enjoy the benefits: 

(1) Bondage will be turned into freedom

(2) Darkness will give way to light

(3) Hatred and opposition will give way to love and favour

(4) You will pass from death unto life

(5) You will pass from sickness and weakness into health and strength

(6) You will pass frompoverty and lack into wealth and abundance

(7) You will pass from spiritual defeat and oppression into spiritual victory, liberty and dominion.

(8) Fear and timidity will be replaced by faith and confidence.

Life takes a new meaning. Positives will replace negatives. The cloud of defeat departs, the glorious sunshine of victory comes. Dryness and draught becomes a forgotten story, the rain of God’s blessings comes in abundance. Decrees are meant to bring forth (Zephaniah 2:2). Your decrees will bring forth.

