THE AUTHORITY OF THE BELIEVER

Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10

Exercise and manifestation of authority brings a lot of spiritual benefits into our lives. Authority is the delegated power to do something because a higher person has given you the mandate and his name to back up the deal.

The possibilities of casting out demons and healing on manner of sicknesses in the name of Jesus are inherent in the delegated authority that Christ gave to the church (Luke 9:1; Mark 16:15-20; 9:38; Acts 16:18).

BASIS OF ENDURING AUTHORITY

Luke 7:6-8; 9:1-6; 10:1,2,17-19; 20:1; Matthew 8:8,9; 21:23-27; Mark 11:27; 16:15-18; Exodus 7:1,2,10; 8:5,6,16-18

Authority comes in different shapes and sizes. There is PHYSICAL authority and there is SPIRITUAL authority. There is NATURAL authority and SUPERNATURAL authority. There is EARTHLY authority and HEAVENLY authority.

There is FLEETING authority  and ENDURING authority. An impostor king can manifest authority for one day. He comes like a morning dew that disappears as soon as the sun rises. However a proper king can be on his throne exercising authority for decades without any problem. One is a fleeting reign whilst the other is an enduring rule.

(1) True authority is given and conferred (Luke 9:1; 20:1; Matthew 21:23-27; Mark 11:27)

True authority is conferred upon an individual by a recognized legal entity. The government can confer authority on an individual as a law enforcement agent e.g. a policemen. Given this authority, the man can act and function in this capacity.

An individual can wear a police uniform and disguise himself as a policemen. He can only exercise his false authority as long as he can fool people. The moment his true identity as a deceiver is known, his authority ceases to be of value.

The right to exercise authority is conferred by someone who has irresistible power and whose name carries irrevocable authority and dominion (Philippians 2:7-11; Acts 4:7,10).

(2) Just as there is PHYSICAL authority, so also is SPIRITUAL authority

The centurion had physical, natural, military, earthly authority over a hundred soldiers. Christ had spiritual, supernatural, heavenly authority over diseases, demons and death (Matthew 8:8,9; Luke 7:6-8).

Kings exercise political authority over their subjects. Pastors exercise spiritual authority over members of the local church (Hebrews 13:7,17).

(3) Spiritual authority is given in proportion to your calling

The spiritual authority given to a national prophet will undoubtedly be more than that of a local pastor considering the scope, the nature and the challenges of their respective ministries. The apostles received power on two different occasions. Before the cross, they received power (Matthew 10:1). After the cross they received power (Acts 1:8; 2:1-10).  The old power was for the old ministry that was limited to the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Matthew 10:5,6) when the bridegroom was still around to physically bail them out of their various failures (Luke 5:33-35; Mark 9:18,27,28). The new power was for a much expanded and extensive ministry starting from Jerusalem unto the uttermost parts of the world (Acts 1:8) and the bridegroom will no longer be physically there to bail them out. We definitely need the new power and mantle for the new ministry today as they did then.

(4) Spiritual authority is given in proportion to your obedience

We have been told to go into all the world and preach the gospel and that these signs shall follow us (Mark 16:15-18; Luke 9:1-6; 10:1,2,17-19). Our obedience will eventually determine the level and measure of spiritual authority that we enjoy and manifest (Marl 16:20; Exodus 7:1,2,10; 8:5,6,16-18).

(5) Spiritual authority is given in proportion to your submission

Spiritual authority is given in proportion to our submission to God’s authority following the leading of the Holy Ghost in accordance with the scriptures. The greater the consecration and submission, the greater the authority in ministry.

(6) Spiritual authority is as dynamic as your fellowship with God

Elisha gave Gehazi his rod to go to Shunem to place it on the dead child. Nothing happened. There was nothing to the spiritual life of Gehazi. No prayer, no tarrying, he just went to tell Elisha that nothing happened. He didn’t realize that the spiritual authority he is able to manifest is also dependent on his relationship with God and is as dynamic as that fellowship with God (2 Kings 4:29-31; Exodus 4:14-17; 7:1,2,10; 8:5,6,16-18).

Samson lost his spiritual authority when his fellowship with God was severed. The enemy therefore overpowered him and removed his eyes (Judges 16:4-20).

(7) Spiritual authority is made effective in proportion to our knowledge of the scriptures

We need to understand what is written concerning us (Isaiah 61:1-3; Luke 4:16-21). What is the scope of our spiritual authority? Do we possess authority over diseases, death, demons, storm, circumstances, etc.? Knowledge enables us to act with confidence and to dare to do exploits. Ignorance of our heritage and privilege will only enable the devil to continue his molestation (2 Corinthians 2:11).

BASICS OF EXERCISING AUTHORITY

Luke 7:6-8; 9:1-6; 10:1,2,17-19; 4:16-21; Mark 9:38,39; 16:17,18; Acts 16:18; Matthew 8:8,9; Job 22:28

There is a right way to exercise authority and there is a wrong way to do it. When we learn the basics of exercising spiritual authority, results will follow.

(1) Authority is not for show but for exercising

A policeman does not wear his uniform just to show the world how nice it is. He does so because he is on duty and must needs exercise authority.

We do not receive authority and then remain idle. We are to get on the spiritual battlefield and exercise the authority that has been conferred upon us (Luke 9:1-6; 10:1,2,17-19; 4:16-21).

(2) Authority is exercised by issuing COMMANDS

The traffic policeman does not beg drivers to stop. He ORDERS them to stop. In exercising our spiritual authority, we do not beg the demons to vacate their premises, we command them to come out in Jesus’ name (Mark 9:38,39; 16:17,18; Acts 16:18).

(3) Authority has nothing to do with our physical stature

Authority has no relation with our physical size and stature. A pigmy can exercise the same authority as a giant if that same authority is conferred upon him. The authority is not dependent upon his physical stature but on the substance of the backing legal entity.

(4) Exercising authority is acting on behalf of someone

The president of a nation acts on the behalf of God to maintain law and order in the society (Romans 13:1-7). The policeman acts as a law enforcement agent on behalf of the government.

We act on the behalf of Christ, using His name to cast out demons and to set the captives free. In all cases, the person with the delegated or derived authority speaks and acts on behalf of the person that delegated the authority.  God works on our behalf when we act on His behalf because of the spiritual authority He has delegated to us.

(5) Boldness in exercising spiritual authority comes with a holy life

An uncompromising life of obedience and holiness will give us boldness in ministry. The righteous is as bold as a lion (Proverbs 28:1). We will confront the devil with boldness because he has no property in our life (John 14:30). We will decree a thing with boldness and it shall be established unto us (Job 22:28).

BLESSINGS THROUGH EXERCISING AUTHORITY

Matthew 8:5-13; 15:21-28; Luke 7:1-10; Acts 16:18; 4:7,10; 13:8-12; Mark 9:38,39; 16:17,18; Exodus 8:19.

When spiritual authority is exercised, deeds are done, signs are shown and blessings are conferred on people as a result.

Demons are cast out and the captives set free (Acts 16:18; 4:7,10; Mark 9:38,39; 16:17,18; Matthew 15:21-28). Those at the point of death are restored back to life (Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10).

The name of God is magnified above all lesser gods and the mouths of false prophets and exorcists are silenced when spiritual authority is exercised. Such can only declare “this is the finger of God” (Exodus 8:19).

