THE ADVERSARY

The devil is specifically referred to as the believer’s adversary (1 Peter 5:8). The Greek word translated adversary in the New Testament is antikidos which basically refers to an opponent in a law suit.
Under Roman law, an adversary could force his opponent to go before the judge. If he would negotiate and settle the case on the way to the judge, he would not be tried in court (Matthew 5:25,26; 18:28-30; Luke 12:58,59; 18:1-8).

However the devil is an adversary that we cannot afford to negotiate with. His terms can only put us in bondage and captivity and bring reproach upon us (1 Samuel 11:1-5).

The devil is a sworn adversary of the believer and God is on our side. He has promised to be an adversary to our adversary (Psalm 118:6; Exodus 23:22,23). This is a cause for rejoicing. The believer’s victory over the vicious adversary is guaranteed.
DISTINCTIVE ROLES OF THE VICIOUS ADVERSARY

Numbers 22:22; 1 Samuel 1:6; Psalm 74:10; 1 Timothy 5:14; Matthew 5:25,26; Luke 12:58,59; 1 Kings 5:4; Lamentation 2:4; 4:12; Amos 3:11; 1 Peter 5:8.
The devil as an adversary is like a roaring lion – vicious, deadly and destructive (1 Peter 5:8). There are distinctive roles or manifestations of the devil when he comes as the vicious adversary:
(1) Opposition (Numbers 22:22)
An adversary stands against another person to oppose –- “and the angel of the Lord stood in the way for an adversary against him” (Numbers 22:22).
(2) Provocation (1 Samuel 1:6)

The adversary likes to provoke us until we despair of life. He makes jest and mockery of our  life’s circumstances. All in the bid to frustrate us and make us give up in our Christian journey.
(3) Reproach (Psalm 74:10; 1 Timothy 5:14)

The adversary is always looking for an occasion to blaspheme the name of the Lord through the actions of the believer (Psalm 74:10; 2 Samuel 12:14; Romans 2:24). He works to bring reproach upon the believer and His God (1 Timothy 5:14).
(4) Prosecution (Matthew 5:25,26; Luke 12:58,59)
The adversary likes to prosecute which the aim of bringing condemnation and a prison sentence on his victim (Matthew 5:25,26; Luke 12:58,59).
(5) Destruction (Lamentation 2:4; 4:12; Amos 3:11)
When the adversary stretches out his hand, disaster follows. He never stretches out his hand to bestow blessings but to slay and pour out his fury (Lamentation 2:4; Amos 3:11).
(6) Confusion and turbulence (1 Kings 5:4)
Solomon enjoyed peace and rest because there was neither adversary or evil occurrent (1 Kings 5:4). The adversary is always creating confusion and commotion, pandemonium and turbulence. The war and problems that he engenders creates chaos all around. We can only know peace when the adversary has been subdued or dealt with.
(7) Opportunism (1 Timothy 5:14; 1 Peter 5:8; 2 Corinthians 2:11)
The adversary is always looking for an occasion to do his worst (1 Timothy 5:14). We should not be ignorant of this strategy of the adversary and we should never give him the opportunity to exploit our mistake or any loophole in our lives. He is going up and down the earth seeking whom he may devour.
DIVINE RESCUE FROM THE VIOLENT ADVERSARY

Exodus 23:22,23; Isaiah 49:24-26; Zechariah 3:1-5; 2:5,8; Deuteronomy 28:7; Leviticus 26:7,8; Joshua 23:10; Genesis 12:3,4; 27:29; Numbers 24:9.
“I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine adversaries” (Exodus 23:22,23). This promise of God is sure and rests the mind. It assures of divine rescue from the violent adversary. The Lord has promised to contend with those who contend with us (Isaiah 49:24-26; Zechariah 3:1-5; 2:5,8). God has promised to bless those who bless us and curse those who curse us (Genesis 12:3,4; 27:29; Numbers 24:9).
The Lord indeed is our helper. We don’t have to fear what wicked men or the satanic adversary can do unto us (Psalm 118:6; Hebrews 13:5,6). The Lord will cause our adversary that rise up against us to be defeated (Deuteronomy 28:7; Leviticus 26:7,8; Joshua 23:10).

If the unjust judge avenged that persistent widow of her adversary, God the righteous judge will avenge His children of the terrible adversary that is always after our life (Luke 18:1-8).
DIVINE RESOURCES FOR VICTORIOUS ACTION

1 Peter 5:8; 1:13; 4:7; Mark 13:33,37; Revelation 3:2; Colossians 4:2; Ephesians 6:16; 1 Timothy 3:2,11; Titus 1:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:4,6; Acts 20:31; 1 Corinthians 10:12; 16:13; Matthew 26:41.
The adversary is crafty, subtle, an opportunist looking for an occasion to strike his deadly blow (1 Timothy 5:14; 1 Peter 5:8; 2 Corinthians 2:11).
There are some divine resources that God has made available to the believer that can guarantee a victorious outcome every time:

(1) Soberness (1 Peter 5:8)
When we are sober and watchful, we cannot be caught unawares (1 Thessalonians 5:4,6). Soberness is a required quality in leaders (1 Timothy 3:2,11; Titus 1:8). It is expected of both young and old (Titus 2:2-7,12). It is a way of girding up the loins of our mind (1 Peter 1:13; 4:7).
(2) Vigilance (1 Peter 5:8; Mark 13:33,37; Revelation 3:2; Colossians 4:2)
The enemy can sow weeds in our soil and yet come back to sue us for wrongdoing (Matthew 13:24-30). However vigilance will keep the enemy and activity at bay and prevent us from falling from grace (Acts 20:31; 1 Corinthians 10:12; 16:13; Matthew 26:41).
(3) Resistance in faith (1 Peter 5:8,9; Ephesians 6:16)
The adversary is always very aggressive. We need to confront him in the boldness of faith. We need to resist him steadfast in faith. This is the only language that the devil understands and respects.

